
 

 

 

 

19th July 2021 

Dear Parent/Carer 

I am writing to update you on the arrangements for the start of the new academic year in September. 

First of all, I would like to thank you for your continuing support in what has been an exceptionally challenging 

year. The COVID-19 has affected all of us in so many different ways, and I want you to know that all the staff 

at MEA have immense respect for the way that our students and their families have coped with all the change 

and uncertainty of the last eighteen months. We are hoping, as I’m sure you and your children are too, that 

we can return as much as possible to ‘normal’ education.  

CONTACTING THE ACADEMY DURING THE SUMMER HOLIDAY  

The switchboard is not staffed full time over the summer holidays, but callers will be able to leave a voicemail 

and messages will be checked regularly. 
 

Please note that, due to essential maintenance, MEA telephone lines will be down in the week commencing 

2nd August.  If your child is attending the Year 6 Transition Summer School, we will provide you with an 

alternative contact number for the week. 
 

If you or your child require health and wellbeing support over the summer, links and advice can be found on 

our website at https://www.manchesterenterpriseacademy.org.uk/1116/health-and-wellbeing  

 

ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE START OF TERM 

The government has advised schools that all students should be offered one Lateral Flow Test before 

returning to school in September, and a second test in school 2-3 days after the first test.  

The guidance confirms that that schools may introduce a staggered return for students to allow for testing to 

take place, and our plans for the start of term are as follows:- 

Year group Test 1 date First full day in the academy 

Year 7 Friday 3rd September Monday 6th September (Y7 induction day) 

Year 8 Tuesday 7th September Wednesday 8th September 

Year 9 Tuesday 7th September Wednesday 8th September 

Year 10 Monday 6th September Tuesday 7th September 

Year 11 Monday 6th September Tuesday 7th September 

Year 13 Monday 6th September Tuesday 7th September 
 

Parents/carers will be notified by text message of the time slot for their child’s first test and will be asked to 

give consent for the testing to take place. Testing is not compulsory but is strongly recommended as a way of 

reducing transmission. 

Testing will take place in the Sports Hall and students should attend at the allocated time, have their test, and 

then return home to await the result.  

 

https://www.manchesterenterpriseacademy.org.uk/1116/health-and-wellbeing


To help students maintain the habit of twice-weekly testing over the summer and ahead of the autumn term, 
families are encouraged to get free rapid Covid-19 tests from most pharmacies or online www.nhs.uk/get-
tested. 
 
UNIFORM & EQUIPMENT 
 

Year group ties 
 

Students moving into Years 8-10 in September will keep their current ties as follows:- 
 

➢ Year 8 Lime green 
➢ Year 9  Silver 
➢ Year 10 Purple 

 

Students moving into Year 11 will be provided with a new Year 11 tie and should return their current (amber) 
ties to student services. 
 
Uniform reminders 
 

Please can you ensure that you and your child are aware of the following existing requirements: 

➢ Students should have an outdoor jacket or coat in colder weather. 

➢ Hooded tops are not permitted on site. If you are concerned that your child may be cold, then MEA 

jumpers are available for purchase from our uniform suppliers. 

➢ No jewellery is permitted, not even studs. 

➢ Over the knee socks and socks with bows should not be worn. 

➢ Trainers are not acceptable and proper school shoes must be worn. 

➢ All students need a MEA blazer and must wear it to the academy every day – the jumper alone is not 
acceptable. 

➢ Mobile phones should only be used at social times, and only in the atrium or outdoor areas. If a 

student’s mobile phone is seen or heard in lessons or on corridors it will be confiscated.  

MEA uniform can be purchased from MCS Stores; either by visiting the shop 220-222 Fog Lane 

Didsbury, Manchester, M20 6EL or ordering online at https://mcsstores.co.uk. 

Equipment 
As part of our COVID-19 measures, we have provided individual stationery packs for students this year.   
 

From September, however, we will expect students to bring a bag to the Academy each day, and their own 
pencil case containing a pen, a pencil and a ruler at the very least. This is to ensure that  
to ensure that our students arrive at the Academy ready to learn, from September. 
 
2021-22 CALENDAR 
A summary of key calendar information, including term dates, staff training days and parents’ evenings will be 
sent separately to all parents/carers. 
 
OPERATIONS & THE ACADEMY DAY 

As things stand, we are planning for the timetable and teaching groups to return to how they were before the 

pandemic, with students moving between buildings and classrooms each lesson. However, as with everything, 

this may be subject to change depending on COVID measures in September. 
 

 

 

 

http://www.nhs.uk/get-tested
http://www.nhs.uk/get-tested
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Whilst lessons are (hopefully) returning to normal, some of the other changes that we made due to COVID 

measures have had a very positive impact and we will therefore be continuing with the following: 

➢ Year group gates: students will enter the Academy via their designated gate and be greeted by staff. 

Gates will open at 8:40 a.m.  

➢ Breakfast club: our free breakfast offer in the main atrium will continue to be open to all year groups 

from 7:30 a.m. Students will then be asked to leave the building at 8.30 and line up with the rest of their 

year group. 

➢ Line-ups: students will continue to line up in their designated year group area at the start of the day and 

will be escorted to their lesson by their period 1 teacher.  

➢ Designated eating and social spaces: we will continue to have separate indoor and outdoor areas for 
each year group during breaks and lunch times. Students will be informed of their designated area when 
they return to the Academy in September. 

 
We are also making a small change to the Academy day next year to support the literacy skills of all students 
and to encourage reading for pleasure. From September, there will still be five periods each day, but they will 
be 55 minutes rather than one hour long.  
 

The time saved will be used to create one 25-minute session each day where students will be read to by their 
Form Tutor whilst reading their own copy of the book at the same time. Evidence from similar projects 
demonstrates that doing this is a highly effective way of improving students’ reading ages and reading speed.  
 

In addition, a wide range of research shows that the ability to read quickly, together with experience of 
reading a wide range of fiction, improves students’ academic performance in all subjects.  
An overview of the new Academy day is provided below, with the Faster Reading session shown in pink. 
 
2021 EXAM RESULTS 
A Level results are published on Tuesday 10th August, and GCSE results on Thursday 12th August.  Information 

on collecting results will be sent separately to parents/carers nearer the time. 
 
2022 EXAMINATIONS 
The government has recently launched a consultation on proposals for changes to 2022 examinations which 
closes on 1st August. Students and parents are invited to read the consultation and submit their views to the 
DfE  here https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/proposed-changes-to-the-assessment-of-gcses-as-
and-a-levels-in-2022  
 
Once the consultation is completed, and the format of 2022 examinations confirmed, we will invite exam year 
students and their parents to an exam information evening. You will be notified of the date as soon as 
possible after the outcome of the consultation is published.  
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/proposed-changes-to-the-assessment-of-gcses-as-and-a-levels-in-2022
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/proposed-changes-to-the-assessment-of-gcses-as-and-a-levels-in-2022


STAFFING UPDATE 
I am sure that you will join me in wishing all the very best to Mrs Snowdon, Vice Principal for Character and 
Culture, who is relocating with her family, and to Ms McLaren, Senior Vice Principal, who is undertaking a one 
year secondment with our Trust partner school at Chorlton High School South.  
 
I would also like to welcome Mrs Roban, who is joining us in September as Vice Principal for Student Culture. 
 
Finally, I would like to wish you and your children all the very best for the summer holiday. I am very much 
looking forward to working with you in 2021-22.  
 
Yours sincerely,  
 

 
 
Ms R. Bradbury 
Principal 


