
 

 

 

 

22 October 2021 

Dear Parent/Career 

It’s been a busy start to the new term, so I just wanted to provide a few updates and reminders as we go 
into the second half of the Autumn term. 

Firstly though, a special mention to Year 7 who have made a fantastic start to their time at MEA, already 
following the MEA way and enthusiastically signing up to our MEA Xtras. It has also been lovely to be able 
to start to hold events on site at the Academy again, thank you to everyone who joined us for the recent 
Open Evening and Year 7 Settling In Evening and I hope to be able to meet many more of you in person at 
the events coming up throughout the remainder of the year. 

Parent Governor 

We have received three nominations for the current parent governor vacancy and therefore an election 
will be held to determine the successful candidate. Please look out for further information about how to 
vote for your preferred candidate after half term. 

MEA Reads 

The development of a reading for pleasure culture is at the heart of the MEA’s approach to improving 
reading outcomes for all pupils. We believe that every young person should have an entitlement to 
regular, extensive reading and exposure to a wide range of texts, no matter what their socio-economic 
background or educational starting point is.  With this in mind, we have introduced our new MEAReads 
programme this term – 25 minutes of protected reading time every day. 

Each year group will read, and enjoy, at least six challenging, yet age-appropriate texts per year. Texts 
that we’ve enjoyed this half-term include The London Eye Mystery, Ghost Boys, Noughts & Crosses, I am 
Thunder, Internment and the Giver.  
 

Uniform reminders 
 

Please can you ensure that you and your child are aware of the following existing requirements: 

Ø Students should have an outdoor jacket or coat in colder weather. 
Ø Hooded tops are not permitted on site. If you are concerned that your child may be cold, then 

MEA jumpers are available for purchase from our uniform suppliers. Please note that blazers are 
still a compulsory part of the MEA uniform, and if your child chooses to wear a jumper, they must 
also wear their blazer. 

Ø Shoes should be flat and all black. Trainers, even black trainers, are not permitted. 
Ø No jewellery is permitted, not even studs. 
Ø Over the knee socks and socks with bows should not be worn 
Ø Mobile phones should only be used at social times, and only in the atrium or outdoor areas. If a 

student’s mobile phone is seen or heard in lessons or on corridors it will be confiscated.  
Ø We expect students to bring a bag to the Academy each day, and their own pencil case 

containing a pen, a pencil and a ruler at the very least. A pencil case and bag are required. 
 



MEA uniform can be purchased from MCS Stores; either by visiting the shop 220-222 Fog Lane Didsbury, 
Manchester, M20 6EL or ordering online at https://mcsstores.co.uk. 

Dates for the diary (Autumn Half Term 2) 

1st – 5th November – Year 7 Big Test Week 

4th November – Year 11 Information Evening, with updates on exam arrangements for summer 2022. 

11th  & 12th November - COVID vaccinations for those with consent 

26th November – Closure Day (in lieu of additional bank holiday) 

29th November – 3rd December – Year 11 Progress Exams 

I would just like to say how proud I am of the way that MEA students have conducted themselves this 
term. We have awarded over 47,000 positive behaviour points to reward students for their engagement 
and conduct around school. This is a phenomenal number, and is testament to their resilience, strength of 
character and commitment to their learning. 

Finally, may I wish you and your family an enjoyable half term. 

Yours faithfully 

 

 

Ms Bradbury 
Principal 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


