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03 July 2020

Welcome to the latest edition of our parent newsletter MEA Community News where we keep you
up to date with important information in relation to the Academy and your child’s education as well
as providing other articles and tips we hope you will find interesting during these strange and
challenging times.
Keep safe & stay well – Ms Bradbury & the MEA Team

MEA Remote Learning - MS Teams End of Year Assessment Cycle
Next week is End of Year Assessment Week - students have ONE assignment per subject to
complete next week, which is their end of year assessment. It is important for students to do as
many as they can in order for us to identify what they need help with next year, but we will support
all students in September to make a Smart Start so please do not worry!
We have some students and parents who are anxious about the amount of work set on Teams.
Please, do what you can and do not worry! Students are set class work and ONE assignment per
subject every 2 weeks - it is this assignment you need to send back in to teachers. The deadlines for
assignments are underneath each one.

Year 10 and Year 12 provision
Over 85% of all Year 10 and Year 12 students are engaging with the Academy by completing
Assignments on MS Teams and/or attending onsite for subject lessons, a Fantastic Futures session,
and an Independent Study tutorial. Those who have been in have all found the sessions really useful
in helping them access their remote learning via MS teams. We look forward to seeing you all again
next week, and encourage all students to attend. It is lovely to see you all, and teachers really enjoy
being able to teach you again!

Summer ‘Catch Up Curriculum’
We recognize that students have not attended taught lessons at the Academy for some time and
want to support them to make a smart start to their next academic year. In order to do this, we have
designed the MEA Catch Up Curriculum, a series of weekly activities for each subject that students
can complete in order to secure the key skills and knowledge needed for each subject next year. The
Catch Up Curriculum will be released via MS Teams every Monday for five weeks over the summer
holidays. Students don’t need to return the work set; it is to help them go over their learning
during the summer, if they want to.

If you are having trouble accessing MS Teams please let us know
during our Welfare Calls and we will help you get connected. MS
Teams can be downloaded from an App Store or found by doing an
internet search for ‘Microsoft Teams.’ Students log in using their
school email Firstname.Surname@meacad.org.uk and the password
they use to access this email account. Passwords can be reset by
emailing teamsupport@meacad.org.uk
If you need more support, visit our website and click on the ‘School Closure’ tab then the ‘Microsoft
Teams’ page where you will find a link to a video tutorial that shows you how to navigate Teams.

Health & Wellbeing
Shelf Help is a collection of books to support young people with mental wellbeing. The collection put
together by The Reading Agency is aimed at 13-18 year olds and is recommended by health
professionals and young people with experience of mental health issues. It includes self-help books,
memoirs, graphic novels and fiction that can guide teenagers to support and advice for common
mental health conditions.
The Shelf Help books can all be found in Manchester Libraries and many of them are also available
digitally. For more information on the recommended books and links to the eBooks visit Manchester
Libraries blog https://manclibraries.blog/2020/06/08/shelf-help-books-to-support-young-peoplewith-mental-wellbeing/

MEA Loves Reading
This week’s chosen novel is The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald; you can find a
member of staff reading the first chapter of this, and books from previous weeks, on
our website along with links to download an audio or pdf copy of all of the chosen
books so you can enjoy the rest of the stories for yourself!

As you write it – Your Play on Stage
The One Show, along with The Shakespeare North
Playhouse is launching an exciting new playwriting
competition, giving children and young people
across the UK the opportunity to see their ideas
come to life on stage. With the hope it will help
inspire the next generation of playwrights as well
as encouraging a love of theatre and the arts in
children and young people.
The competition is open to all children and young
people aged between 7 and 16 years old. The deadline for entering the competition is just before
midnight on Monday 31st August 2020.
All you need to enter is an idea for a play, a short description of up to four of the main characters
and the first few opening lines. You’ll also need to say what having the opportunity to write your
play and have it performed on stage would mean to you.
Full details, including how to apply, can be found on the BBC website via the link below:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/1SCKS8VmFFGvyggKbqGGyds/as-you-write-it-yourplay-on-stage

Parent Zone – Livestreams for parents
Google and Parent Zone have launched more interactive parent sessions throughout the summer.
The short online events – livestreamed on YouTube and led by Parent Zone's experienced team – are
designed to:





introduce the Be Internet Legends programme to parents
swap tips and tricks for making the most of tech at home
give parents the opportunity to ask any questions about online safety
share fun, free resources for families

Links to the sessions can be found at https://parentzone.org.uk/be-internet-legends-parent-sessions

Bite Back 2030
Cook with Jack is available on Bite Back 2030’s YouTube channel providing a selection videos to
show you how to prepare quick, tasty and affordable lunches.
The recipes are designed to fall within the weekly free school meals budget at a
national mid-range supermarket and include dishes such as Southern-Style Chicken
Burgers, Tuna Fish Cakes and Broccoli Quiche.
Each video includes a list of ingredients and the equipment needed for the recipe
https://www.youtube.com/c/biteback2030

MEA Art Remote Learning (Y10)
Following the excellent work of Ms Davies’ class, it is now the turn of
Ms McManus’ class with some lovely examples of work created at
home by Kenzie, Lucy and Melissa. Well done and keep it up!

MEA Xtras @ Home
The RSPB have lots of activities on their website to keep young people
occupied, from creating an origami daffodil to making a bird feeder. They are
also running a ‘Wild Challenge’ aimed at connecting young people with the
natural world.
https://www.rspb.org.uk/fun-and-learning/for-kids/games-andactivities/activities/

The Lowry’s blog Love Lowry https: //thelowryblog.com/ is
regularly updated with creative activities and art
experiences which both children and adults can enjoy from
home.

Keep in Touch
If you have a recipe idea, book recommendation or an activity you’ve enjoyed whilst
at home, e-mail the details to admin@meacad.org.uk and we’ll include some each
week in the newsletter so everyone at MEA can try them out!

Join the Movement
Sport England are running Join the Movement campaign, which has
tips, advice and activities to keep you active in and around your home.
As part of the campaign they have recently launched an online activity
timetable of live events so that you can experience the feeling of exercising in a group from home,
there are sessions to suit all ages and ability levels many of which are free to participate.
The timetable can be found on their website:
https://www.sportengland.org/jointhemovement?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name
=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=#activity_timetable
If participating live isn’t for you, the website also has details of a selection of exercise platforms with
on demand fitness content and advice on outdoor activities.

Student Virtual Drop-In
Mr Chapman is running a daily virtual drop-in for students on Zoom for the next two weeks, open
to all students who would like the opportunity to speak to other students and staff before the
summer holidays. Details below:
Please join Mr Chapman for a drop in each day, Monday to Friday at 11am where you will
have the opportunity to talk to other students and staff. I want to say hello and reconnect, as
I, along with you, haven't been in school for a long time now. I want to hear about your
lockdown experiences and I will share some of mine with you. I want to know what you have
been doing, watching and your recommendations for others - books, exercises, new hobbies
or even TV programmes you have been watching. I look forward to seeing you! Check Teams
for the Zoom invitation if you would like to join in.
For advice on safe and appropriate behaviour when using Zoom please, see the Online Safety area
of our website.

