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Art & Textiles Knowledge Organiser
Michael Craig Martin is a Dublin Born 

artist who has lived 
in America but now 
lives and works in 
Britain. He uses 
everyday objects in 
his artwork.

LINE
Overlapping of objects
In distorted sizes
plays tricks with
the viewer.

COLOUR

COMPOSITION
Composition in art is 
essentially the 
arrangement of visual 
elements using various 
principles and techniques. 
It is often used to describe 
the overall design of a 
painting. A well composed 
painting will intrigue and 
invite the viewer and help 
communicate 
the artist's statement.

In this painting 
MCM had tightly 
overlapped 
everyday objects 
and has used 
bright flat 
contrasting
colours, creating 
an abstract
composition.

HOLLY LEVELL
Textile Artist

Applique is a needlework technique in 
which one or more pieces of fabric are 
attached to a larger background fabric 
to create pictures or patterns. The 
fabric can be attached by hand, 
machine or fused. The word comes 
from the French meaning "applied or 
laid on another material."

Holly graduated from the University of
Huddersfield with a degree in Textile Crafts but
her love for textiles, making and general crafty-
ness has grown since childhood. Holly is a
Textile Artist specialising in the everyday through
soft sculptures, softening the lines of a usually
solid idea. Holly is inspired by her daily
surroundings and the unnoticed aspects of life
and how as an artist she can challenge the status
and meaning of the humble object, using her
personal textile craft techniques.

YEAR 8 KNOWLEDGE ORGANISER - SUMMER TERM 2022
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Research: Ergonomic Products  

In 3D Design you will be assessed on 4 main areas, each worth 25%
Research Design Develop

• To find ergonomic products around your 
home

• To draw an ergonomic product

• To create a 3D design which responds to 
the brief given. 

• To develop the surface design of the game controller

Products are ergonomically designed when 
they are safe, comfortable and easy to use.

See how many ergonomic products you can 
find around you home and list them.

Choose an ergonomic 
product from your 
home to draw. Try and 
make your drawing 
look 3D, shading is a 
great way of doing 
this.

The R
ules

3D sketching practice

All diagonal 
lines must go 
in the same 

direction 

The depth lines at the back must 
be parallel the shape of the 

game controller

Use the tips above to make the controllers 
look 3D

Biomimicry is the 
science of applying nature-
inspired designs in human 
engineering and invention 
to solve human problems.

Biomimicry

Task: 
Use either the lizard or the blue 

parrot to give the game 
controller a biomimicry 

makeover.
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AWAITING CONTENT

Excel Tools
• Number 

formatting
• Wrap text
• Merge
• Borders
• Alignment
• Fill and 

font 
colours

• Bold
• Italic

Formula Symbols
• *  Multiply
•  -  Subtract
•  + Add
•  :  Total the data in a collection of cells
•  /  Divide

Functions in Excel
• Sum Function
• Average Function
• Maximum Function
• Minimum Function

Conditional Formatting

Cell
Row

Column
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AWAITING CONTENT

Logic Gates

NOT
Gate

It outputs the opposite of the 
input. 

AND
Gate

The output will be positive 
(true) when both inputs (the 
input one AND the input two) 
are positive (true).

OR 
Gate

The output will be positive 
(True) if at least one input is 
true.

Python
Key Skills

Comments

Using a hash symbol, this turns the code for this 
line to red.  This code does not count when the 

compiler runs the program.  Comments are 
useful to note the version or key code notes.

Print ()

This syntax allows you to display in the shell 
some text.  For example “Hello”.

Variables

Variables are locations that we can use 
to store data in – this data can be 

changed. 

Selection

Selection is a decision in programming.   A question is asked, 
and depending on the answer, the program takes one of 

two courses of action, after which the program moves on to 
the next event.

Iteration

Iteration in programming means repeating steps, or 
instructions over and over again. This is often called a ‘loop’.

Key Words

Decomposition Breaking down a problem into smaller manageable pieces

Pattern 
Recognition Recognising patterns or similarities in problems

Abstraction Focussing on the important information only, removing unnecessary details

Algorithm Set of instructions or rules to solve a problem

Pseudocode Pseudocode is not a programming language, it is a simple way of describing a set 
of instructions that does not have to use specific syntax.

Binary Is the language of computers.  1 represents on, 0 represents off.

Truth Table Represents all possible combinations of inputs and outputs through a logic gate
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English: Romeo and Juliet 
PLOT

Act 
1

In Italy two noble families, the Montagues and Capulets, have
much bad blood between them. Romeo, son of old Montague, is 
in love with Rosaline, who disdains his love. As a result, Romeo is 
depressed. To cure him of his love, his friend Benvolio induces 
him to attend a masked ball at the Capulets, where he could 
encounter other beauties and forget Rosaline. At the ball, 
Romeo is attracted by a girl who he learns is Juliet, daughter of 
the Capulets. They seal their love with a kiss. 

Act 
2

Romeo lingers in Capulet’s garden, standing in the orchard 
beneath Juliet’s balcony. He sees Juliet leaning over the railing, 
hears her calling out his name, and wishes that he were not a 
Montague. He reveals his presence, and they resolve, after an 
ardent love scene, to be married secretly. 

Act 
3

Tybalt encounters Romeo returning from Friar Lawrence’s cell. 
Romeo, softened by his newfound love and his marriage to 
Juliet, refuses to be drawn into a quarrel with Tybalt, now his 
kinsman by marriage. Mercutio grapples with Tybalt and is 
killed. Aroused to fury by the death of his friend, Romeo fights 
with Tybalt and kills him and takes shelter in the Friar’s cell. 

Act 
4

In despair, Juliet seeks Friar Lawrence’s advice. He gives her a 
sleeping potion, which for a time will cause her to appear 
dead. Thus, on the day of her supposed marriage to Paris, she 
will be carried to the family vault. By the time she awakens, 
Romeo will be summoned to the vault and take her away to 
Mantua. 

Act 
5

The Friar’s letter fails to reach Romeo. When he hears of Juliet’s 
death Romeo procures a deadly poison from an apothecary 
and secretly returns to Verona to say his last farewell to his 
deceased wife and die by her side. At Juliet’s side, Romeo 
drinks the poison and dies. When Juliet awakens from her deep 
sleep, she realizes Romeo’s error and kills herself with his 
dagger. The Capulets and Montague decide to reconcile as a 
result of the deaths of their children. 

KEY QUOTES

The Prologue - A pair of star-cross'd lovers take their 
life 

Act 1, Romeo - (about Rosaline)“O brawling love, o 
loving hate.”
(about Juliet) “She doth teach the torches to burn 
bright”

Act 1, Juliet - “I’ll look to like if looking liking move.
But no more deep will I endart mine eye
Than your consent gives strength to make it fly.”

Act 1, Juliet - “My only love sprung from my only 
hate! Too early seen unknown, and known too late!” 

Act 2, Romeo - “But, soft! what light through yonder 
window breaks? It is the east, and Juliet is the sun!” 

Act 2, Juliet - “O Romeo, Romeo! wherefore art thou 
Romeo? Deny thy father and refuse thy name; or, if 
thou wilt not, be but sworn my love, And I'll no longer 
be a Capulet.”

Act 3, Tybalt - “Romeo, the hate I bear thee can 
afford No better term than this: thou art a villain.”

Act 3, Romeo - Courage, man; the hurt cannot be 
much.
Act 3, Mercutio - No, 'tis not so deep as a well, nor so 
wide as a church-door; but 'tis enough, 'twill serve: 
ask for me to-morrow, and you shall find me a grave 
man.

Act 3, Lord C - “Hang thee, young baggage! 
Disobedient wretch! I tell thee what: get thee to 
church o' Thursday, or never after look me in the face

Act 4, Juliet - “Or bid me go into a new-made grave,
And hide me with a dead man in his shroud”

Act 5, Juliet - “Yea, noise, then I'll be brief;
O, happy dagger!
This is thy sheath; there rest, and let me die.”

Act 5, Romeo - O true apothecary! Thy drugs are 
quick. — Thus with a kiss I die.”

THEMES AND CONTEXT

Love- Romeo’s and Juliet’s love is beautiful and 
passionate. It is pure, exhilarating, and transformative; 
they are willing to give everything to it. It is also chaotic 
and destructive. 

Fate- No matter what the lovers do, their struggles 
against fate only help fulfill it. But defeating or escaping 
fate is not the point. It is Romeo and Juliet's 
determination to struggle against fate in order to be 
together, whether in life or death, that shows the fiery 
passion of their love, and which makes that love eternal.

Individuals v society- Due to forbidden love, Romeo 
and Juliet are in conflict with the world around them: 
family, friends, political authority, and even religion. 

Language and word play- Romeo and Juliet constantly 
play with language. They pun, rhyme, and speak in 
double entendre. All these word games may seem like 
mere fun, and they are fun. But word play in Romeo and 
Juliet has a deeper purpose: rebellion. Romeo and Juliet 
play with language to escape the world.

CHARACTERS

Romeo Son of the powerful Montague family.

Juliet Daughter of the powerful Capulet family.

Mercutio Romeo’s close friend. 

Tybalt Juliet’s cousin. Hates the Montagues.

Benvolio Romeo’s cousin. 

Friar 
Laurence A Franciscan monk. 

Nurse
Juliet’s best friend. More her mother than Lady 
Capulet is.

Prince 
Escalus Leader of Verona, wants peace.

YEAR 8 KNOWLEDGE ORGANISER - SUMMER TERM 2022
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Fantastic Futures
Key terms - Careers: My Future: The World of Work

Aspirations Your hopes and dreams and ambitions to achieve in the future

Post-16 You must stay in some type of education or training until you are 18. 
There are many options available when you turn 16

Pathway The journey that you take through education and training

Further 
Education

Usually completed between age 16-18 and covers all of the 
qualifications which are lower than a degree. 

Higher 
Education

Education at universities or university colleges, past the age of 18.

Vocational Education or training for a particular occupation or job 

Wage A fixed regular payment earnt for work or services. A wage is usually 
worked out hourly.

Salary A fixed regular payment paid on a monthly basis. Usually worked out 
yearly and paid in 12 equal sums.

Tax Money taken out of wages or a salary to pay for public services, such 
as healthcare and education.

Income The total amount of money that someone or a family have coming in 
before bills and living costs

Rent Paid by a tenant to a landlord for the use of a house, flat or 
apartment

Mortgage A loan given by a bank to allow someone to pay for a house, flat or 
apartment and own it once the mortgage is repaid. 

Expenditure The amount of money spent by a person or a family on the costs of 
living, such as rent or mortgage, food, clothing, holidays and 
transport.

Interest Money paid regularly at a rate for the use of money lent

Debt Money that is owed – such as from a loan 

Key Knowledge - Careers: My Future: The World of Work

Post-16 
Options

• There are many different types of post-16 qualifications and 
providers

• Each post-16 option is different and has different entry 
requirements and future pathways

• A Levels
• Apprenticeships
• T-Levels
• Technical and vocational qualifications
• Most school leavers progress to Level 3 or level 2 qualifications

Qualification 
Levels

The Law

In 2014, it became compulsory for all students to continue in one form of further 
education or another until their 18th birthday.

Signposting and Further Support

It is always best to plan your post-16 pathway early, start this by researching and finding 
out about careers or courses that interest you.
Talk to your subject teachers
Book in with our careers adviser 

www.nationalcareers.service.gov.uk
www.gmhigher.ac.uk

Summer Term 1
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Fantastic Futures
Key terms – Religious Education: Judaism 

Monotheism The belief in one God

Judaism One of the world’s major religions with about 15 million 
followers. it is around 4,000 years old

Covenant An agreement between God and people

Kosher Food that is acceptable for Jewish people to eat

Mount Sinai A mountain in Egypt where Moses was given the 10 
commandments

Prophet A messenger of God

Commandments Divine rules given by God to Moses

Torah The most important holy text for Jews – translates to ‘teaching’

Synagogue The Jewish place of worship

Shabbat Translates as ‘rest’ or ‘ceasing’ marked from sunset on Friday to 
Saturday night

Passover A religious ceremony when Jews remember how God rescued 
them from slavery.

Sedar A ceremonial dinner held to commemorate the Exodus of the 
Jews from Egypt, held at the start of Passover

Mitzvolt Jewish laws, 613 in total

Amidah A prayer which is recited while worshipers stand

Rabbi A Jewish religious leader, meaning ‘great one’ or ‘master’

Orthodox Jews Jews that believe that the Torah should not be adapted or 
interpreted differently 

Reform Jews Jewish people who have changed parts of Judaism to adapt to 
modern life

Kosher Foods that are allowed to be eaten in Judaism

Key Knowledge - Religious Education: Judaism 

Judaism: Key 
Facts

Judaism began in The Middle East:
• Jewish people are Monotheistic – believing in only one God
• Most followers of Judaism live in Israel and the USA
• There are many different groups within Judaism. Orthodox Jews are 

very traditional whilst reform Jews have changed what they do as 
modern life has changed

• Jews keep Gods laws based on the commandments found in the 
Torah

The Nature of 
God

The Jewish relationship with God is a covenant relationships, in return 
for them many good deeds that God has done and continues to do, 
Jewish people seek to bring holiness into their every aspect of their 
lives. Jewish people believe that God is forgiving of those who make 
mistakes, but that God also punishes the bad and rewards the good.

Just like In Islam and Christianity, Jewish people believe that:
• God is eternal, that God has always and will always exist
• God is the creator of the universe 
• God is omnipresent (everywhere, all of the time)
• God is omnipotent (all powerful)
• God is omniscient (knows everything)

David was a shepherd who became a king 
of ancient Israel. The Jewish Bible tells how 
David killed the giant Goliath, with the 
symbol displayed on his shield. The Star of 
David is used in synagogues, Jewish 
tombstones and on the flag of the country 
of Israel.

Kosher describes all the things that 
Jews are allowed.
There are many Jewish dietary rules, a 
key one is that pigs are not kosher. 

Summer Term 2
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Key Terms Meaning

Borneo Borneo, island in the extreme southwestern 
part of the Pacific Ocean. It is the third largest 
island in the world, surpassed in size by only 
Greenland and New Guinea.

Thailand Thailand, country located in the centre of 
mainland Southeast Asia. Located wholly 
within the tropics, Thailand encompasses 
diverse ecosystems, including the hilly 
forested areas of the northern frontier, the 
fertile rice fields of the central plains, the 
broad plateau of the northeast, and the 
rugged coasts along the narrow southern 
peninsula.

Key concepts: Asia
Urbanisation: Urbanisation means an increase in the proportion of people 
living in urban areas compared to rural areas.
Globalisation: Globalisation is the process by which the world is 
becoming increasingly interconnected as a result of massively increased 
trade and cultural exchange. Globalisation has increased the production 
of goods and services.
Tourism: Tourism is travel for pleasure or business; also the theory and 
practice of touring, the business of attracting, accommodating, and 
entertaining tourists, and the business of operating tours.

Key Terms Meaning

China China  is a country of East Asia. It is the largest of all 
Asian countries and has the largest population of 
any country in the world. Occupying nearly the 
entire East Asian landmass, it covers approximately 
one-fourteenth of the land area of Earth. Among 
the major countries of the world, China is 
surpassed in area by only Russia and Canada, and it 
is almost as large as the whole of Europe.

India India, country that occupies the greater part of 
South Asia. Its capital is New Delhi, built in the 20th 
century just south of the historic hub of Old Delhi 
to serve as India’s administrative centre. Its 
government is a constitutional republic that 
represents a highly diverse population consisting of 
thousands of ethnic groups and likely hundreds of 
languages. With roughly one-sixth of the world’s 
total population, India is the second most populous 
country, after China.

Nepal Nepal, country of Asia, lying along the 
southern slopes of the Himalayan mountain 
ranges. It is a landlocked country located 
between India to the east, south, and west 
and the Tibet Autonomous Region of China to 
the north.

Summer Term 1
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Key Terms Meaning

Deep sea trench deep-sea trench, also called oceanic trench, any long, narrow, steep-sided 
depression in the ocean bottom in which occur the maximum oceanic depths, 
approximately 7,300 to more than 11,000 metres (24,000 to 36,000 feet). They 
typically form in locations where one tectonic plate subducts under another.

Mid Atlantic ridge The Mid-Atlantic Ridge (MAR) is a mostly underwater mountain range in the Atlantic 
Ocean that runs from 87°N -about 333km south of the North Pole- to subantarctic 
Bourvet island at 54°S.

Ocean An ocean is a large area of water between continents. Oceans are very big and they 
join smaller seas together. Oceans (or marine biomes) cover 72% of Earth. There are 
five main oceans: the Pacific Ocean, the Atlantic Ocean, the Indian Ocean, the 
Southern Ocean, and the Arctic Ocean.

Great Pacific Garbage Patch Debris trapped in the Great Pacific Garbage Patch is harmful to marine life. For 
example, loggerhead turtles consume plastic bags because they have a similar 
appearance to jellyfish when they are floating in the water. In turn, the plastic can 
hurt, starve, or suffocate the turtle.

Key Terms Meaning

Protecting the ocean The ocean produces over half of the world's 
oxygen and absorbs 50 times more carbon dioxide 
than our atmosphere. Climate regulation: Covering 
70 percent of the Earth's surface, the ocean 
transports heat from the equator to the poles, 
regulating our climate and weather patterns.

Physical maps While the physical map shows the natural features 
of a place such as mountains, waterbodies plains, 
etc. 

GIS A Geographical Information System is a way of 
displaying and analysing spatially referenced 
information. The three main components of GIS 
are: a map, spatially referenced data and software 
that displays the data.

Summer Term 2
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Key terms Meaning

Civil War A war between citizens of the same country.

Abolition To put an end to something.

Prejudice An unfair and unreasonable opinion or feeling,
especially when formed without 
enough thought or knowledge.

Segregation To separate different groups. Racial segregation 
was the act of separating black and white people in 
society.

Jim Crow 
laws

Laws in the Southern states of America that 
reinforced racial segregation.

Lynching Where a mob kill of a person suspected of a crime, 
especially by hanging, that is done outside of the 
law.

Ku Klux Klan A secretive white supremacist hate group that 
aimed to supress the rights of African Americans.

Key 
people
Martin 
Luther King 

An inspirational 
speaker and leader 
of the Civil Rights 
Movement.

Emmett Till A 14 year old black 
boy who was brutally 
murdered for 
supposedly offending 
a white woman in his 
local store.

Rosa Parks A civil rights activist 
who refused to 
surrender her seat to 
a white passenger on 
a segregated bus in 
Montgomery, 
Alabama.

Key terms Meaning

Boycott An organised movement where protesters 
refuse to buy products or take part in an 
activity to express their disapproval.

Unconstitutional If something is unconstitutional, it breaks the 
laws of the political system.

Inspirational A person or thing that motivates mentally or 
emotionally.

Equality Where all lives are regarded as being of equal 
worth.

Campaigners A person who works in an organized and 
active way towards a goal

White Supremacy A racist belief that white people are superior 
to people of other races and therefore should 
be dominant over them.

Supreme Court The highest court in the United States, that 
has power to overrule laws and sentences 
made by the government and courts below 
them.

History

American Civil War 1861-1865.
The Northern and Southern states
had long disagreed on the issue of
slavery. Slaves had long been free in
the Northern states and the South
refused to give up their slaves which
lead to war and the South’s defeat
and freedom for slaves.

Jim Crow Laws 1874-1975.
Despite the newfound freedom of slaves,
many people in America were in favour of
laws that segregated (split) Black and white
people. For example, there were
neighbourhoods, schools and seats on the
bus for Black people and separate ones for
white people.

Brown vs Board of Education 1954
In 1954, the Supreme Court decided that
black and white children should not be
segregated in different schools. This led
to heated protest between the Civil
Rights movement and segregation
supporters

Montgomery Bus Boycott 1955
Black people in Montgomery, Alabama were
tired discrimination and segregation. They
decided to avoid using the public transport
services in Alabama in a united effort to
protest for equal rights.

Assassination of Martin Luther King 
1968

The inspirational voice of the Civil
Rights movement and non-violent
resistance is assassinated. It is still
unclear whether the right man was
brought to justice.

Skills concept Key words:
Cause- The reason why something happens.
Reason- A cause, explanation, or justification for an action or event.
Interpretation- A historical opinion of a person or event.
Inference- An educated guess based on evidence.
Significance- How important an event/ someone is.

Knowledge concept Key words:
Racism- The belief that different races possess distinct characteristics, abilities, or qualities, especially so 
as to distinguish them as inferior or superior to one another.
Civil Rights- rights that are designed to protect individuals from unfair treatment.
Discrimination-The unfair treatment of one particular person or group of people. Usually, the different 
treatment is because of the person's sex, religion, nationality, ethnicity and race.
.

YEAR 8 KNOWLEDGE ORGANISER - SUMMER TERM 2022
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Key terms Meaning

antisemitism Prejudice based on the so called idea of a ‘Jewish 
race’.

Abolition To put an end to something.

Prejudice An unfair and unreasonable opinion or feeling,
especially when formed without 
enough thought or knowledge.

Segregation To separate different groups. Racial segregation 
was the act of separating black and white people in 
society.

Windrush 
Generation

Immigrants from the Caribbean who were invited to 
Britain between the years 1948-1970 to fill various 
jobs.

Fascist A political way of thinking which is oppressive and 
usually has intolerant views or practices.

Refugees A person who has been forced to leave their 
country in order to escape war, persecution, or 
natural disaster.

Key 
people
Enoch 
Powell

A British MP who is 
best known for his 
controversial views 
concerning 
minorities in the UK.

Nicolas 
Winton

Responsible for 
hundreds of Jewish 
children safely 
emigrating to Britain 
after Kristallnacht in 
1938.

Michael 
Bailey

Brixton resident, 
who was stabbed 
that led to the start 
of the Brixton race 
riots.

Key terms Meaning

Prejudice An unfair and unreasonable opinion or feeling, es
pecially when formed without 
enough thought or knowledge.

Exile Being sent or kept away from their own country, 
village, etc., especially for political reasons.

Kindertransport The name given to the mission which took 
thousands of Jewish children to safety ahead of 
World War Two.

Holocaust Killing of six million Jewish men, women, and 
children and millions of others by Nazi 
Germany and its collaborators during World War 
II

Swamp 81 Secret operation to stop and search mainly black 
youths to ‘reduce crime in Brixton’.

Riot A violent disturbance of the peace by a crowd.

Martyr Someone who is killed or willingly dies because 
of their religious, political or social beliefs.

History

43-410 AD
Romans 

invade Britain 
and many 

settle in the 
space.

793-
1066AD
Vikings 
settle in 
Britain

1066
Normans 

from 
France 

settle in 
Britain

1860s 
onwards

Irish 
immigration 
into Britain

Kinder Transport 1939-1945
During the war years, Britain
agreed to take in some
10,000 Jewish children who
were affected by the Nazi
occupation of Europe.

Windrush 1947-1970
After the Second World War, Britain was in need of repair
and manpower to fill various essential jobs. In response to
this crisis, the British Government invited citizens of the
Commonwealth (mostly from the Caribbean) to come to
settle and work in the UK.

1950-60s 
South Indian 
immigration 
into Britain.

Brixton Race Riots 1981
Riots start between police and 

protesters after the 
introduction of Swamp 81 and 
the stabbing of Michael Bailey.

2000s 
Onwards
Eastern 

European 
immigration 
into Britain.

Skills concept Key words:
Cause- The reason why something happens.
Reason- A cause, explanation, or justification for an action or event.
Interpretation- A historical opinion of a person or event.
Inference- An educated guess based on evidence.
Significance- How important an event/ someone is.

Knowledge concept Key words:
Racism- The belief that different races possess distinct characteristics, abilities, or qualities, especially so 
as to distinguish them as inferior or superior to one another.
Civil Rights- rights that are designed to protect individuals from unfair treatment.
Suffrage
The right to vote in an election, especially for a government representative.
.

YEAR 8 KNOWLEDGE ORGANISER - SUMMER TERM 2022



MATHS

14

YEAR 8 KNOWLEDGE ORGANISER - SUMMER TERM 2022



MATHS

15

YEAR 8 KNOWLEDGE ORGANISER - SUMMER TERM 2022



PERFORMING ARTS - DANCE

16

YEAR 8 KNOWLEDGE ORGANISER - SUMMER TERM 2022

DANCE
Boy Blue Emancipation of 

Expressionism

Theme/Topic/
Issue

• Order
• Chaos
• Unity
• Freedom
• Equality
• Emotional Journey
• Journey of lifeDance Skills Definitions

Energy Providing 100% commitment throughout your performance

Projection Maximising movement and make everything look as big as possible

Extension Lengthening your arms and legs so all movements are stretched to 
their potential and executed clearly

Timing Counting in time with the music and your group

Dynamics Showing a range of different movement such as: fast and sharp, 
slow and soft

Movement 
Memory

Being able to repeat the movement with ease

Canon Performing the same movement, one after another
Unison Performing at the same time
Motif 
development

Using action, space and dynamic changes to the add to or alter 
original motif to make it your own

Formations Creating various shapes to perform in

Linear Moving within a line, to form a line
Duet Performing as a group of two people
Quartet Performing in a group of four people
Question and 
answer

Performing different sequences of movement one after the other

Stylistic Skills of Hip Hop
• Freestyle
• Low levels
• Confidence
• High energy
• Isolations
• Dynamic flare
• High intensity
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AWAITING CONTENT

Year 8    Knowledge Organiser     Explorative Strategies and Pantomime

An effective way to show that you are in character is to 
change the way that you walk. What does your body 
expression tell us about your character when you walk…

Leading with your nose?

Leading with your chest puffed out?

Leading with your hips?

Leading with your knees?

The audience will struggle to engage with your work If you break 
character during a performance. It is natural to get nervous 
onstage and break character to relieve pressure. Here are some 
things you can do to try and stay in character:

Try not to make eye contact with other actors if this puts you off. 
Look at their foreheads or noses instead!

Take a few deep breaths and shake out your arms before going 
onstage, this will relieve some tension and help you to focus.

Make sure your whole group knows their lines and stage directions 
well so that no one breaks character to remind someone else. 

Try to remember what your character’s aim in the scene is and 
focus all of your energy on that. 

Freeze Frames Conscience Alley Hot Seating 
1. Pick a scene or event to create.
2. Have one person freeze doing a 

gesture that helps to create the 
scene.

3. Keep adding members of the group to 
the freeze frame.

4. Once all of the group is in position the 
freeze frame should tell a story 

without any moving or speaking. 

1. Pick a problem or a dilemma that your 
character has.

2. Have your group make two lines with one 
actor (in character) walking between the 

two lines.
3. Every person who passes the character 

should give them some advice to solve the 
problem. 

4. At the end of the alley the actor must 
decide what to do about their problem.  

1. Have one of the actors in character sit 
on a chair with the others sitting 

around them.
2. Make sure the actor in the middle 

knows why they are there, who their 
character is and some extra 

background information.
3. Have the group ask the character 

questions whilst another person 
records the answers. 
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Music in the Media

Keywords:
Rhythm: Rhythm is what makes music move and flow. Rhythm is made up of sounds and silences. These 
sounds and silences are put together to form patterns of sound, which are repeated to create rhythm.
Pulse: Pulse is a steady beat like a ticking clock or your heartbeat.  You can count how many beats are in a 
minute to determine the BPM (beats per minute), to measure the speed of the pulse. 
Timing: Timing is all about being synchronised with the music or others around you. The ability to keep time is 
dependent on your internal pulse and listening.
Critical Listening: Critical listening Is listening with intent and purpose, musically analysing the components of 
a piece.
Tempo: How fast or slow a piece of music is.
Dynamics: How loud or quiet a piece or a part of the music is.
Leit Motif: A leitmotif is a recurring musical idea (a melody, chord sequence, rhythm or a combination of 
these) which is associated with a particular idea, character or place.
Theme: A theme is the subject of the of the piece, and the idea behind it. They display the general theme of 
the piece or film, but are NOT about a character in particular. 
Mickey-Mousing: Overillustrating the action through the musical score, drawn from the conventions of 
composing for cartoons.

Key Composers:
Danny Elfman John Williams

Hans Zimmer

Summer Term 1

YEAR 8 KNOWLEDGE ORGANISER - SUMMER TERM 2022
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World Music

Keywords:
Skank Rhythm: Emphasising the off-beat when playing to a 4/4 rhythm.
Soca: ‘Soul & Calypso’ - Soca is rhythmically a fusion of African/Calypso and East Indian 
rhythms. This is mostly associated with Trinidad and Tobago.
Reggae: Reggae is a music genre that began in Jamaica in the late 1960s, made popular by 
artists such as Bob Marley. 
Samba: Samba is South American music style that is always performed with lots of 
percussion instruments. Every member of the ensemble has a specific role as the music 
often involves the layering of different rhythms over each other.

Djembe

Summer Term 2

YEAR 8 KNOWLEDGE ORGANISER - SUMMER TERM 2022
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Rounders
Basic rules 
The object of the game is to hit a ball (roughly the size of a tennis, but much harder) with a 
bat. Once the ball is hit you then need to run around 4 bases to score a run. The team with 
the most runs at the end of the game is deemed the winner.
Skills and techniques 

Batting- Hold the bat with either one or two hands, using the 'handshake' grip. Stand side-on 
to the bowler, holding the bat behind you. 3 Keep your weight over your back leg. 4 Watch 
the ball throughout.

Fielding- A batter is out if a fielder catches the ball after it has been hit and before it touches 
the ground, a fielder touches the post of the base halfway up (or higher) with the ball while 
the batter is running to it, the batter deliberately drops or throws the bat, or another batter 
runs to the same base or overtakes a batter, in which case both batters are out.

Bowling- Knees bent, ball released inside the square and shoulders and hip in line. Look for 
a good pendulum motion when bowling. The ball should reach the recipient between knee 
and the top of their head height, otherwise it will be classed as a no ball.

Softball 
Basic rules 
Each team bats once in each innings before the sides switch. The fielding team has a pitcher, 
catcher, a player on first base, second base, third base, three deep fielders and short stop. A 
batter must successfully strike the ball and run around as many bases as possible.

Skills and Techniques

Throwing- To achieve fluidity in your softball throw, begin with your shoulders and hips in line 
with your target. Next, focus on your hand separation. Take the ball from your glove with your 
thumb pointing down. As you separate, move your throwing arm in a circular motion until your 
thumb is pointing toward the sky.

Batting- As the ball travels towards you, keep your eyes on it at all times. Do not drop the bat 
head any lower than your hands when moving in to hit the ball. Keep your arms bent as you bat; 
straightening them too early will increase the size of your swing arc, losing considerable speed 
and force.
Fielding- First, stay balanced in whatever position you are in on the field. Keep your glove and 
free hand in front of you to cover the ball into your glove and bring it up toward your body 
before planting your feet and making a hard throw. The closer you are to home plate, the lower 
you should be to the ground.

Mini Athletics
44 events can be divided in to their different event areas beginning by separating track 
events (all of the running and walking events), from field events (all of the throwing and 
vaulting events). There are also two multi-events, the decathlon and heptathlon, which 
combine disciplines from both track and field.
Skills and Techniques 
Sprint start – The sprint start is intended to propel you into the race as fast as possible. When 
an athlete breaks technique, his or her speed decreases and he or she has a greater chance of 
fatiguing sooner

Hurdling- hurdle race. Hurdling, sport in athletics (track and field) in which a runner races over 
a series of obstacles called hurdles, which are set a fixed distance apart

Shot Put- The shot put is a track and field event involving "putting" (pushing rather than 
throwing) a heavy spherical ball—the shot—as far as possible

Relay- consisting of a set number of stages (legs), usually four, each leg run by a different 
member of a team. The runner finishing one leg is usually required to pass on a baton to the 
next runner

Badminton
Basic rules 
A match consists of the best of 3 games of 21 points. Every time there is a serve – there is a 
point scored. The side winning a rally adds a point to its score.

Skills and techniques
Serve- The badminton serve is the shot selected to begin the point. The serve must be hit from 
behind the service line and travel diagonally from one side of the court into the opposite 
service box.

Overhead clear- An overhead clear is a DEFENSIVE SHOT that allows a player time to recover by 
forcing their opponent to move and increasing the amount of time the birdie is in the air.

Drop shot- The forehand drop shot enables players to move their opponent to the front court. 
This will either win a point or create space in the mid and back court to exploit.

Grip- a grip is a way of holding the racket in order to hit shots during a match. The most 
commonly used grip is the orthodox forehand grip

YEAR 8 KNOWLEDGE ORGANISER - SUMMER TERM 2022
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Science: The earth and forces

Key facts – Structure of the earth
Crust Relatively thin and rocky outer layer of the earth 

Mantle Has the properties of a solid but can flow relatively slowly 

Core Split into the outer core and inner core. 
The outer core is made of liquid nickel and iron. The inner core is made 
of solid nickel and iron 

Lithosphere The rigid outer layer of the earth made up of the crust and part of the 
mantle just below it 

Tectonic plates Large pieces of the 
earth’s crust and mantle 
broken into sections 

Continental 
drift 

The process by which 
continents move apart a 
few centimetres a year 

Earthquake Shaking and vibrating of 
the earth’s crust due to 
movement of the earth’s 
plates 

Key facts – Types of rock and the rock cycle
Igneous Rocks that formed from molten rock that has cooled and solidified 

Sedimentary Rocks that are formed when sediment (small pieces of rock and 
soil) is deposited, often forming layers 

Metamorphic Rock formed from other rocks that are changed due to heat or 
pressure 

Porous Something that allows water to pass through it. Porous rocks 
usually have round grained grains and absorb water 

Magma Molten rock that is found within the earth 

Lava Molten rock that comes out of the earth, usually through a volcano

Key facts – Examples of rock types
Igneous Sedimentary Metamorphic

Obsidian, basalt, granite Chalk, limestone, shale, Slate, marble 

Key facts – Atmosphere and pollution
Atmosphere The layer of gases that surrounds the Earth 

Carbon cycle The processes and events involved in recycling carbon  

Greenhouse gases Gases including carbon dioxide (CO2), methane (CH4) and water 
vapour (H2O) that cause the greenhouse effect 

Greenhouse effect Where gases in the earth’s atmosphere trap the sun’s heat. This 
is an essential process that allows life to exist 

Summer Term 1

YEAR 8 KNOWLEDGE ORGANISER - SUMMER TERM 2022
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Science: Waves and radiation 
Key facts – Waves key terminology 

Transverse Transverse waves cause oscillations (vibrations) at right angles to the 
direction they are travelling. For example, light waves. The vibrations go 
up and down

Longitudinal In a longitudinal wave the oscillations (vibrations) are parallel to the 
direction of energy transfer. For example, sound waves. The vibrations 
god forwards and backwards 

Oscillations The movement of matter back and forth about a central point in a regular 
rhythm.

Luminous A luminous body is one that emits its own light. For example, the sun.

Non-luminous Non-luminous bodies are objects that reflect light from luminous bodies. 
For example, the moon. They do not emit their own light

Sound waves Sound waves are produced by vibrations of a surface. These vibrations 
cause nearby air particles to vibrate which causes other nearby air 
particles to vibrate. This makes up a sound wave.

Ultrasound Sound waves with a frequency higher than the upper limit of human 
hearing. They pass through some objects and reflect off others – making 
them perfect for scanning inside the body.

Key facts – Electromagnetic Spectrum
The EM spectrum The electromagnetic spectrum is the range of frequencies (the spectrum) 

of electromagnetic radiation
Peak The highest point of a wave above the rest position.

Trough The lowest point of a wave below the rest position.

Wavelength The wavelength of a wave is the distance from a point on one wave to the 
equivalent point on the next wave.

Frequency The number of waves passing a point in a second.

Period The time taken for a full cycle of the wave, usually measured from peak to 
peak, or trough to trough.

Amplitude The distance from the rest position to the peak or trough.

Radio waves Large wavelength, usually around 1 metre, and low frequency waves used 
for television and radio signals.

Microwaves Short wavelength radio waves, usually around 5-10cm. They are used in 
cooking and mobile phone signals.

Infrared The form of radiation that transfers heat. Used in heat lamps and thermal 
imaging cameras and tv remotes 

Visible light This is a tiny section of the EM spectrum and the only one that our eyes 
can detect.

Ultra violet The wavelength of UV is too short for us to see it. It is energetic ionising 
radiation which causes skin tans and burns. They are used to make things 
glow which is called fluorescence.

X-rays X-ray wavelength is small enough to travel through objects and so can be 
used to see through to the bones of the body.

Gamma The highest frequency wave. It can be used to kill cancer and sterilise 
medical equipment. It can also damage cells, causing cancer 

Key facts – Light
Reflection Reflection is when a surface does not absorb light but instead the light 

waves are bounced back.
Refraction Refraction is the change in direction of a wave due to it passing from 

one medium into another with a different density.

Incidence angle The angle a light ray makes with the normal of a surface

Angle of reflection Angle of incidence = angle of reflection

Angle of refraction The angle a light ray makes with the normal inside a medium

Summer Term 2

YEAR 8 KNOWLEDGE ORGANISER - SUMMER TERM 2022



SPANISH

23

YEAR 8 KNOWLEDGE ORGANISER - SUMMER TERM 2022

Mis vacaciones – My holidays

Summer Term 1
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¡A comer! – Let’s eat!

Summer Term 2

YEAR 8 KNOWLEDGE ORGANISER - SUMMER TERM 2022



25

YEAR 8 KNOWLEDGE ORGANISER - SUMMER TERM 2022

Year 8 Tick off each time you complete Independent Study using your Knowledge Organiser

Summer Term 1
Week Beginning

25th April ‘22

Week Beginning

2nd May ‘22

Week Beginning

9th May ‘22

Week Beginning

16th May ‘22

Week Beginning

23rd May ‘22

Art

Art – 3D

Digital Enterprise - ICT

Digital Enterprise - Business

English

Fantastic Futures

Geography

History

Maths

Performing Arts - Dance

Performing Arts - Drama

Performing Arts - Music

PE

Science

Spanish 
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Year 8 Tick off each time you complete Independent Study using your Knowledge Organiser

Summer Term 2
Week Beginning

6th June ‘22

Week Beginning

13th June ‘22

Week Beginning

20th June ‘22

Week Beginning

27th June ‘22

Week Beginning

4th July ‘22

Week Beginning

11th July ‘22

Week Beginning

18th July ‘22

Art

Art – 3D

Digital Enterprise - ICT

Digital Enterprise -
Business

English

Fantastic Futures

Geography

History

Maths

Performing Arts -
Dance

Performing Arts -
Drama

Performing Arts -
Music

PE

Science

Spanish 



27

YEAR 8 KNOWLEDGE ORGANISER - SUMMER TERM 2022YEAR 8 KNOWLEDGE ORGANISERS - AUTUMN TERM  2021

Retrieval Practice 
Templates 
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Retrieval Practice

• Retrieval practice is a way of learning knowledge that will help you 
store it in your memory. It is scientifically proven to work well for 
students at secondary school. Particularly before exams.
• Retrieval practice is basically testing yourself repeatedly on 

knowledge until you can remember it. There are lots of ways to do 
this.
• You will find retrieval practice templates which you can use for 

independent study.
• You can copy the templates in your independent study book.

YEAR 8 KNOWLEDGE ORGANISERS - AUTUMN TERM  2021
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How to use retrieval practice 
effectively

ØYou should read/look a section in your knowledge organiser/            
revision guide books/revision materials

Ø Say – Read out loud the specific knowledge you need to 
Ø You must then cover the text and complete/write any 

questions/tasks/mind maps/exam questions/challenge grids/flash cards 
etc ( You can use the templates in this pack)

Ø Check that you have all the knowledge needed and it is correct. Any 
content that is missing or incorrect you use a red pen to illustrate the 
gaps in your  knowledge to show they have been corrected. 

Ø You must then repeat this three times
Ø In your next lesson, you may complete a short know it quiz and self mark

YEAR 8 KNOWLEDGE ORGANISERS - AUTUMN TERM  2021
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Challenge Grid
Answer as many questions your teachers gives you. You get more points for the topics we learned longer ago!

YEAR 8 KNOWLEDGE ORGANISERS - AUTUMN TERM  2021
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Retrieval ‘Power Ticket’

Write three facts that you have learnt today, yesterday, last week, last term and last year in the boxes below

Today Yesterday Last Week Last term Last year 
Fact 1

Fact 2

Fact 3

YEAR 8 KNOWLEDGE ORGANISERS - AUTUMN TERM  2021
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Dual Coding Retrieval
Use the images to help you retrieve the main points  

Image (Put images
here)

What is this 
image 

representing? 

YEAR 8 KNOWLEDGE ORGANISERS - AUTUMN TERM  2021
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Key Word Retrieval 
Write down definitions for the key words you have learnt

Key word Definition

(Put key work here)

Challenge:
Can you use 
each word in a 
sentence?

YEAR 8 KNOWLEDGE ORGANISERS - AUTUMN TERM  2021
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Brain Dump
Write down anything you can remember about (put topic here)

YEAR 8 KNOWLEDGE ORGANISERS - AUTUMN TERM  2021
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List it!
Recall as much information as you can under each list heading your teacher provides you

(Put topics here) 

YEAR 8 KNOWLEDGE ORGANISERS - AUTUMN TERM  2021
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Retrieval Clock
Spend 5 minutes on each topic, recalling all of your knowledge.

(Insert 
topic 
here)

12 1
2

3

4
567

8

9

10
11
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‘Know it all’ sheet
Write as much as you can in each of the boxes 

(Put aspects of the topics in 
each box) 

(Put aspects of the topics in 
each box) 

(Put aspects of the topics in 
each box) 

(Put aspects of the topics in 
each box) 

(Put aspects of the topics in 
each box) 

(Put aspects of the topics in 
each box) 
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‘Because, but, so…
Complete the sentences below. 

For the ‘because’ sentence, explain the sentence. For the ‘but’ question, give a reason why this may not be 
the case. For the ‘so’ question, explain the consequences or impacts. 

1. (Inset sentence)…because…

2. (Insert sentence)…but…

3. Insert sentence)…so…
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Mind Map   
Write as much as you can about each sub topic next to the branch/bubble 

(Insert topic 
here )
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Essay Plans Retrieval 
For each of the essay questions below: highlight the key words in the question, write down the key aspects 

that you would need to include in the essay

Essay question Aspects to include 

(Write essay questions here) 
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LOOK SAY COVER WRITE CHECK x3 
1. LOOK - Read the specific knowledge you need to learn.

2. SAY – Read out loud the specific knowledge you need to learn. 

3. COVER – Cover the knowledge. 

4. WRITE – Write out everything you can remember from knowledge organiser

5. CHECK – Check that you have all the knowledge needed and it is correct. Any content that is missing or incorrect use a red pen to illustrate the 
gaps in your knowledge that you have corrected. 

6. x3 – Repeat 3 times.

Look Say Cover Write Check 

Round Knowledge

1

2

3
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Notes:
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Notes:
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Notes:
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Notes:
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Notes:
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