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This term you will explore the following Key 
Terms:
• Cubism
• Still Life
• Composition
• Distortion
• Symbolism
• Complementary colour theory
• Narrative and satire in Art
• Collaborative Art

Artist Research: Pablo Picasso (1881-1973)

In Art you will be assessed on 4 main areas, each worth 25%.
AO1 – Artist Research AO2 - Experiment AO3 - Record AO4 - Present

To express my opinion about an artists 
work and use their work to inspire my 

own. To write about my ideas.

To use basic materials and to refine/ make 
improvements to my work.

To draw from observation, use tone, detail 
and plan my ideas.

To develop my ideas into a piece of work, 
bringing together all of my ideas.

Pablo Picasso was the most dominant and influential artist of the early 
20th century. Pioneering the art movement Cubism, alongside Georges 
Braque, he also invented the technique of collage, and made major 
contributions to the movements Symbolism and Surrealism.

Picasso challenged the notion of art presenting a true reality, and often 
distorted his artworks in bizarre ways. He also used symbolism to express 
his thoughts on objects, people and events. Picasso became focused on 
collage, using his art to show how the world can be viewed as an 
arrangement of signs and symbols. He often used objects and animals as 
metaphors for bigger ideas, and often presents himself as a bull.

Art Process

Blending Techniques

Complementary Colour Theory

To show different viewpoints you can:
• Layer multiple images
• Repeat images
• Collaborate on one piece
• Distort (or twist) the image

Collage means when you arrange 
smaller pieces together to create one 
artwork (usually by cutting and 
sticking). The way you arrange your 
composition can show different 
meanings e.g. a busy, layered 
composition could represent chaos, or 
anger.

Showing Multiple Viewpoints

To create smooth transitions between 
colours and tones you should:
• Keep your equipment clean.
• Apply the material gradually and 

carefully.
• Layer enough of the material to 

ensure there are no gaps.
• Always use light colours first, then 

darker tones.…the 3 Rs: Respect your book, respect your room and respect each other. 

And always remember… 

Composition

Complementary 
colours are pairs of 
colours that are 
opposite each other on 
the colour wheel. The 
pair always includes 
one hot colour and 
one cold colour. They 
are used by artists to 
create a bold contrast.

Composition means a layout (or 
how you arrange your work). You 
can change the composition to 
symbolise different meanings, or 
to help the viewer focus on what 
is important. The way you 
arrange your work can also help 
to create a narrative (tell a story).

Calm

Chaotic

YEAR 8 KNOWLEDGE ORGANISER - AUTUMN TERM 2021
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DEFINITIONS: THE 8 FORMAL ELEMENTS OF ART
•Line – a mark or stroke made with a material.
•Tone – the application of light, medium and dark colours (often to create a 3D or realistic effect).
•Colour – the use of effect of pigment in a picture.
•Shape – a flat outline without tone (appears to be 2D).
•Form – a 3D object (or an image which appears to be 3D).
•Texture – the qualities of a surface and how it feels e.g. rough. smooth, etc.
•Pattern – a decorative design, often showing a repeated image or shape.
•Composition - the layout, or arrangement of details in an image.

DEFINITIONS: KEY TERMS FOR THIS UNIT
•Distortion - the appearance of an image being twisted, bent, crooked or exaggerated.
•Manipulate – to handle, change, or make adjustments to something.
•Cubism – an art movement developed in the early 20th century.
•Art movement – a style in art that is particular to a time and place.
•Still Life – inanimate objects represented in art.
•Symbolism - representing deeper meanings using images or objects.
•Complementary colour theory - pairs of colours opposite each other on the colour wheel, used for 
contrast e.g. blue and orange. The pairs always include one warm colour and one cool colour.
•Narrative – a sequence or story.
•Satire – to expose or ridicule someone or something using humour and sarcasm.
•Collaborative Art – art made together by two or more people.
•Collage – using different images or pieces and putting them together in a composition (usually made 
by cutting and sticking).
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Design	Inspiration:		

In	3D	Design you	will	be	assessed	on	4	main	areas,	each	worth	25%
Design Make	 Enhance Record

• To	create	a	3D	design	which	responds	to	
the	brief	given.	

• To	follow	safe	working	practices	and	
develop	skills	with	tools	and	machinery	

in	the	workshop.

• To	give	a	good	quality	finish	by	
smoothing	and	decorating	the	product

• To	name	and	explain	tools	and	
techniques	used	throughout	the	project	

• To	evaluate	the	product

Our brief	is	to	design	and	make	a	
‘blockhead’	toy	suitable	to	be	sold	in	the
Our brief	is	to	design	and	make	a	
‘blockhead’	toy	suitable	to	be	sold	in	the
Our brief	is	to	design	and	make	a	
‘blockhead’	toy	suitable	to	be	sold	in	the

brief	is	to	design	and	make	a	
‘blockhead’	toy	suitable	to	be	sold	in	the

3D	sketching	using	
the	oblique	method

The	range	of	
characters	we	
can	use	as	
inspiration	is	
increasing.	
Alongside	the	
traditional	
characters,	like	
Mickey	and	
Minnie,	we	now	
have	Pixar,	
Marvel	and	Star	
Wars	characters.	
Giving	us	tonnes	
to	choose	from!

These	are	the	tools	used	for	making	the	
‘blockhead’:

Homework

To	accessorize	the	‘blockhead’,	use	found	
objects	that	match	your	character.	An	
example	for	Mickey	Mouse	would	be:

Gold 
drawing 
pins for 
Mickeys 
buttonsBlack 

card or 
buttons 
for 
Mickeys 
ears

The	smoothing	process	is	
very	important	for	a
quality	finish.	We	don’t	
want	any	splinters,	dents	
or	saw	lines.

Mickeys 
buttonsbuttons
Mickeys 
buttons
Mickeys Mickeys 
buttons
Mickeys 

Once	you’ve finished	
making	the	blockhead,	
say	what	went	well	and	
what	could	be	
improved.	Recording	
these	ideas	is	a	very	
useful	skill	to	practice.	

Record	your	incredible	knowledge

Make	sure	you	use	the	correct	
terminology	to	name	and	explain	the	
tools	and	techniques

YEAR 8 KNOWLEDGE ORGANISER - AUTUMN TERM 2021
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Key Skills

Photoshop Other Key Topic Info

Key Tools

Effects

Digital Enterprise - ICT

Remote Learning 
Key Words

Function A pre-defined formula in Excel

Format The way in which something is arranged or set out

Prejudice Preconceived opinion that is not based on reason or actual 
experience

Propaganda Information of a biased nature promoting a political view

Digital Graphic An electronic image used either on devices or in print

Layer Layers are used in Photoshop to perform a task

Ellipse Like a Circle, its a closed plane curve generated by a point

Don’t Forget you can access 
Teams at home by ‘googling’ 
Office 365, then enter your 
login details for their MEA 
(Academy) Office 365 account

Quizzes 
and Work 
set

Lessons & other 
Teaching resources

Remember to check 
Class Charts regularly 
each week…..what 
Homework do you 
need to do?

Key Tools

Move Tool Shape Tool Text Tool Zoom 
Tool

Helps move 
objects or text

Creates a shape 
such as a 
Rectangle or 
Ellipse

Creates text 
on your 
Graphic

Helps you 
zoom on your 
Graphic to 
make more 
precise 
changes

Normal 
Text

Drop 
Shadow

Inner 
Shadow

Outer 
Glow

There are many 
effects you can add 
to text, shapes or 
images.

These effects make 
your text stand out 
and help your 
graphic look more 
professional.

Which one do you 
prefer?

Sorting Data in Excel
is a very useful skill, 
such as sorting 
names 
Alphabetically

Excel

Hate Crime Propaganda

A Hate Crime is a crime 
motivated by prejudice 
on the basis of

• Race
• Religion
• Sexual Orientation
• Politics

Propaganda is 
information, 
especially of a biased 
or misleading 
nature, used to 
promote a political 
cause or point of 
view.

YEAR 8 KNOWLEDGE ORGANISER - AUTUMN TERM 2021
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DIGITAL ENTERPRISE

How does a business identify new 
needs?

Through market research

• By identifying changing trends
• Fashion
• Hobbies
• Customer needs and wants

Features of a business are:
1. Size: is the business a small, medium or large 

business
2. Location: does the business sell online or in 

store. Is it located in the local area or does it 
have branches all over the country and even 
different parts of the world i.e. global.

3. What products and services does it sell?

Business Ideas
Types of Research

Market research- the action or activity of
gathering information about consumers'
needs and preferences, as well as finding
out about rival companies.
Primary research - Gathering new data that
has not been collected before. For example,
surveys using questionnaires or interviews
with groups of people in a focus group.
Secondary research - Gathering existing
data that has already been produced. For
example, researching the internet,
newspapers and company reports.

Pitching

Pitching:
Pitching in business refers to
presenting business ideas to
another party.

Skills needed for a good pitch:
1. Body language
2. Clear speech
3. Confidence 
4. Connect with the 

audience
5. Smile and make eye 

contact

Sources of support for a new 
enterprise (business)

1. Grants by the government.
2. Bank Loans
3. Tax reduction
4. Start-up loans from the 

Government

YEAR 8 KNOWLEDGE ORGANISER - AUTUMN TERM 2021
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ENGLISH AUTUMN 1 – MY SISTER LIVES ON THE MANTLEPIECE

Themes
Grief
Everyone in Jamie’s family deals with the grief of Rose’s death differently. Jamie 
and Jas deal with it with more maturity than their parents, however. Jamie still 
realises that family and friends are the most important things to help you deal 
with loss, rather than just wallowing in your sadness (Jamie’s dad), or ignoring 
and running away from your problems and grief (Jamie’s mum).
Prejudice
The theme of prejudice is introduced to the novel by Jamie’s dad hateful view of 
Muslims. In the story we see how his prejudice leads to Jamie’s ignorance and 
prejudice, which he overcomes through friendship. The story also helps us to 
understand how prejudice can often come from unfair generalisations, caused 
by hate, grief and ignorance, and shows us that we must challenge such views, 
but also understand why people have ended up with such mistaken beliefs.
Bullying
Jamie didn’t make friends in London, and experienced bullying. As we read the 
novel, we see how this has affected his sense of self-worth and confidence. 
Jamie then experiences bullying from Daniel, who we see bullies Sunya, too, 
although she reacts differently to Jamie, standing up for herself. We also see 
how Daniel’s bullying behaviour often comes as a result of his jealousy 
or insecurity (making it to ‘heaven’ before anyone else+football match), so 
might be an attempt to make himself feel better about his self-worth. Jamie’s 
dad also bullies Jamie, by not respecting Jamie’s friendship with Sunya and 
trying to enforce his views regardless of how Jamie feels. Again here we see how 
bullying can be cause by people who can’t deal with their own emotions.

Key Terms
Protagonist: This is the main character in your story who drives the plot 
forward.
Harry Potter is the protagonist in the Harry Potter series.
Character Arc: This is a term for the general change a protagonist. goes 
through throughout the story, as they deal with their conflict and grow and 
change
In Harry Potter, Harry becomes more confident and discovers a new family for 
himself and defeats Lord Voldemort.
Narrator: The person from whose perspective or viewpoint the story is told.
The novel ‘My Sister Lives on the Mantelpiece’ is written in the 1st person and 
Jamie is our narrator.

Key Characters
Jamie:
Jamie is our 10 year old protagonist. As a consequence of his sister Rose’s tragic death, Jamie has 
been forgotten and neglected by his father, and abandoned by his mother. Jamie struggles to make 
friends at school, and was bullied when he lived in London. Jamie has made one great friend in the 
Lake District, Sunya, but is confused, as he knows his father would be furious with him for being 
friends with a Muslim. Jamie loves his sister Jas, and looks up to her, but he wishes he could make 
her happier.
Sunya:
Sunya shares Jamie’s passion for superheroes, and refers to herself as ‘Girl M’. Sunya befriends 
Jamie and helps to defend from the bully Daniel throughout the story, even though Jamie often acts 
rude and strange to her.
Jamie’s Dad:
Jamie’s dad is still grieving over the loss of his daughter, Rose. He can’t accept that she is dead, and 
so keeps her urn on the mantlepiece, often talking to it, and giving it gifts. As a result of his grief, 
Jamie’s dad is an alcoholic who fails to take care of Jamie and Jas, often forgetting to take care of 
them. His behaviour was one of the reasons Jamie’s mum left, as he blamed her for Rose’s death, 
because she didn’t tell Rose to stop playing around.
Jas:
Jas was Jamie’s twin sister, and even though she thought Rose was bossy, she still misses her. 
Compared to Jamie, Jas is much braver and more independent. Jas often takes care of Jamie, like on 
his birthday, as if she was his mum. Jas chooses to dye her hair to ensure that she doesn’t look like 
Rose.

Key Quotations:
“Sometimes when I wake up, I forget that she's gone and then I remember and my heart drops like it 
does when you miss a step or trip over a kerb.” (Jamie talking about his mother.)
“My sister Rose lives on the mantelpiece. Well, some of her does. (Jamie talking about his deceased 
sister’s remains.)
“I swallowed all the doubt and all the disappointment and all the anger and they were almost too 
big, like vitamin pills that are difficult to get down even with water.” (Jamie dealing with the 
negative emotions caused by bullying and neglect. )
“We exploded into laughter. We do the same joke every single day and it never ever gets 
boring.”(Jamie and Sunya sharing a joke)
“If guilt was an animal then it would be an octopus. All slimy and wriggly with hundreds of arms that 
wrap around your insides and squeeze them tight.” (Jamie talking about hjs guilt, because of 
his friendshio with Sunya )
“He stamped on my foot and spat in my face, and said get out of our school and go back to London, 
loser.” (Daniel bullying Jamie.)

YEAR 8 KNOWLEDGE ORGANISER - AUTUMN TERM 2021
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ENGLISH AUTUMN 2 – ‘I AM MALALA’

TEXT OVERVIEW

PART 1: 
‘BEFORE THE TALIBAN’ Malala describes her childhood home and her family and how the September 11 attacks affected politics in Pakistan.

PART 2: 
‘THE VALLEY OF DEATH’

Malala describes the rise of the Taliban in Pakistan and the restrictions that are put in place.  Malala’s school is shut down 
and her family are forced to move.

PART 3: 
‘THREE BULLETS, THREE GIRLS’

The army fight off the Taliban so Malala’s family return to their hometown and her school re-opens .  Malala speaks out 
against the Taliban and is shot.

PART 4: 
‘BETWEEN LIFE AND DEATH’ We learn of Malala’s injuries.  Malala is flown to a military hospital and then to Birmingham in the U.K. 

PART 5: 
‘A SECOND LIFE’

Malala has reconstructive surgery in Birmingham.  She received thousands of cards and letters of support before recovering 
and living in the U.K.

RHETORICAL DEVICES: DAFORREST

DIRECT ADDRESS Speaking directly to the audience to engage them directly with your viewpoint.

ANECDOTES Real life, personal stories to exemplify an idea.

FACTS Things that are true and can be proven.

OPINIONS Your own personal viewpoint – others may disagree with it.

REPETITION Using the same phrase more than once for emphasis.

RHETORICAL QU. A question that does not need an answer, but makes the audience think about a specific idea.

EMOTIVE LANG. Language designed to provoke an emotional response.

STATISTICS Facts and figures the make your argument sound believable and well-researched.

TRIPLET Three reasons or adjectives to emphasise a point.

KEY WORDS

PERSEVERANCE
QUALITY

HUMAN RIGHTS
DISCRIMINATION

ENTITLEMENT, 

TOLERANCE
CONFORM
CULTURE
VALUES

RADICALISATION

EXTREMISM
TERRORISM

HUMANITARIANISM
DISPLACED

PERSECUTION

MALALA YOUSAFZAI QUOTES

“We realize the importance of our voices only when we are silenced.”

“One child, one teacher, one book, one pen can change the world.”

“When the whole world is silent, even one voice becomes powerful.”

“I raise up my voice-not so I can shout but so that those without a voice can be 
heard”

“With guns you can kill terrorists, with education you can kill terrorism.”

“Read thousands of books and I will power myself with knowledge. Pens and 
books are the weapons that defeat terrorism.”

“Let us pick up our books and our pens, they are the most powerful weapons.”

YEAR 8 KNOWLEDGE ORGANISER - AUTUMN TERM 2021
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Fantastic Futures – Autumn 1
Key Terms - Health and Wellbeing: Body and Mind

Emotions Feelings, linked to what we see, hear, remember and do.

Wellbeing The state of being comfortable, healthy or happy – physically, 
mentally and socially.

Anxiety A feeling of unease, such as worry or fear that can be mild or severe. 
Everyone has feelings of anxiety at some point in their life.

Stress The body’s reaction to feeling threatened or under pressure. It can 
be physical, mental or emotional strain or tension.

Overwhelmed Emotional overwhelm may be caused by stress, traumatic life 
experiences, relationship issues or other demands of life. People 
who are overwhelmed can feel powerless to act in a positive way to 
solve problems.

Resilience Resilience is our ability to recover from difficulties or problems 

Self-Esteem Self-esteem is how we value ourselves; it is 
how we perceive our value to the world and 
how valuable we think we are to others. 

Body Image Body image is how we experience our body. The way we perceive 
our self. How we think and feel about our body and what we think 
others see

Body 
Confidence

How satisfied we are with our appearance 
and body. One can have low and high 
body confidence. Someone with low body 
confidence is likely to be dissatisfied with the 
way they look.

Life 
Satisfaction

Our feelings towards our life and how we feel about our options for 
the future

Mental Health Mental health includes our emotional, psychological, and social well-
being. It affects how we think, feel, and act.

Trauma Going through very stressful, frightening or distressing events

Key Knowledge - Health and Wellbeing: Body and Mind

Emotions • Our emotions are reactions to what we experience , they are the 
feelings we feel when something happens or does not happen, to us 
or around us

• Emotions help us understand the world we live in and connect us to 
others, they help guide our actions and responses to things – they 
tell us if something is good or bad, pleasurable or if it poses a danger

• Our emotions make up our mental health. Lots of negative emotions 
might make our mental health bad. Lots of positive emotions keeps 
our mental health good.

Body Image, 
The Media 
and Online 
Pressures

• Studies show that when we interact on social media platforms, likes 
and comments can tap into our brains rewards system, with the 
release of the hormone Dopamine.

• Peer pressure to conform and our desire to fit in, mixed with the 
way beauty is portrayed in the media and online can affect how we 
view and see ourselves, our self-esteem and body confidence

• May brands, influencers and celebrities will have their photos 
edited, use camera angles, filters and lighting to manipulate their 
images, which can further add to the pressures we feel on platforms 
such as Instagram.

• FOMO – or fear of missing out – can cause us to feel like we need to 
constantly stay connected, which can impact our wellbeing 
negatively

Relationships 
with Others

• For many people, our relationships with others can have a significant 
impact on our emotional wellbeing. 

• Our relationships with others can have both a positive and negative 
influence on our health, especially our emotional health. 

Signposting and Further Support

Speak to any member of MEA staff, including:
Any teacher or adult
Your Form Tutor
Your LCC or MCC
Put a note in the worries box at student services



FANTASTIC FUTURES

11

YEAR 8 KNOWLEDGE ORGANISER - AUTUMN TERM 2021

Fantastic Futures – Autumn 2
Key terms - Citizenship and BV: Community and Diversity

Belonging A sense of fitting in, feeling important, heard and valued by others

Democracy A system of government where leaders are elected by people who 
are legally allowed to vote

Parliament Comes from the French word parler – which means to talk. 
Parliament contains The House of Commons (MPs) and The House of 
Lords (Lords)

Constituency An area which is represented by an MP in Parliament. E.g
Wythenshawe and Sale East 

Human Rights Human rights are the basic rights and freedoms that belong to every 
person in the world, from birth until death

Inalienable Human rights cannot be given away, or taken away

Indivisible All human rights are equally as important as each other 

Universal Human rights are for everyone, everywhere. Any human, anywhere 
on Earth.

Cohesion Where a community works and functions together without conflict

Refugee a person who has been forced to leave their country in order to 
escape war, persecution, or natural disaster.

Anarchy A society without any order, authority, government or leader

How are laws made in the United Kingdom?

Key Knowledge -Citizenship and BV: Community and Diversity

Human Rights The Universal Declaration of Human Rights was created in 1948, after 
World War Two. The Declaration is broken down into articles, which 
detail every humans rights and freedoms – such as freedom from 
discrimination 

Member of 
Parliament 
(MP)

MPs are elected by their consistency in a general election. The 
candidate with the biggest proportion of the votes wins the ‘seat’ 
represents their constituency in Parliament. Most MPs are a member of 
a political party, but must represent the views of all of the people who 
live in their constituency

British Values
British Values are the values which we all share as people who live in Britain. 

Mutual Respect Everyone is entitled to their opinion and to have their voice heard 
and to be listed to – as long as they do not promote extremism 

Individual Liberty Everyone is free to think what they want and make choices, but 
they are responsible for their actions and choices

The Rule of Law The law applies to everyone equally, no matter who they are. There 
are consequences for breaking the law. We all have to take 
responsibility for our actions and have the responsibility to protect 
others

Democracy Everyone has a right to take part in democracy, to be heard and to 
help make decisions. For example, by electing their local MP or 
campaigning for laws to be changed

Tolerance We respect the values and beliefs of others
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GEOGRAPHY - AUTUMN TERM 1

Key Terms Meaning

Resolution Conflict resolution can be defined as the 
informal or formal process that two or more 
parties use to find a peaceful solution to their 
dispute.

Push factor A “push-factor” is something that encourages 
an individual to leave, or emigrate from, a 
certain place. 

Distribution Distribution refers to the way something is spread 
out or arranged over a geographic area. The concept 
of distribution can be applied to nearly everything 
on Earth, from animal and plant species, to disease 
infections, weather patterns, and man-made 
structures

Key Terms Meaning

Pull factor A “pull-factor” is something that attracts individuals 
to migrate to a certain place.

Resources A resource is any physical material constituting part 
of Earth that people need and value. Natural 
materials become resources when humans value 
them.

Piracy  Piracy is an act of robbery or criminal violence by ship 
or boat-borne attackers upon another ship or a 
coastal area, typically with the goal of stealing cargo 
and other valuable items or properties.

Mining Mining is the extraction of valuable minerals or other 
geological materials from the Earth.

Imports An import is a good or service bought in one country 
that was produced in another.

Exports Exports are the goods and services produced in one 
country and purchased by residents of another 
country.

Key concepts:
Conflict - A conflict is a struggle between people which may be physical, or 
between conflicting ideas.
Urban challenge - Problems in what are sometimes termed the 'social', 
'economic' or 'cultural' environment. The environmental impacts 
of urban activities that are of no concern to humans, either now or in the 
future.
Government corruption - Political corruption is the use of powers by 
government officials or their network contacts for illegitimate private gain.
Environmental factors – the impacts that human activity has on the 
physical environment. 
Economic factors - Economic Factors are the factors that affect 
the economy and include interest rates, tax rates, law, policies, wages, and 
governmental activities.
Social factors - Socially factors are things that affect someone's lifestyle. 
These could include wealth, religion, buying habits, education level, family 
size and structure and population density.

YEAR 8 KNOWLEDGE ORGANISER - AUTUMN TERM 2021
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Key Terms Meaning

Favelas Favela, also spelled favella, in Brazil, a slum or 
shantytown located within or on the outskirts of the 
country's large cities, especially Rio de Janeiro and São 
Paulo. 

Self help scheme The authorities in Rio de Janeiro have set up self-help schemes 
in the favelas. People are given tools and training to improve 
their homes. Low-interest loans may be used to help people 
fund these changes. People may be given legal ownership of the 
land they live on.

Location of Rio de Janeiro See map above. Rio de Janeiro has a population of 6.5 million 
with a further 12.5 million in the urban area. Rio is located in 
the southeast of Brazil on the Atlantic coast, in South America.

Legacy Legacy is something that is left behind to be
remembered by, for example the Olympic legacy. 

Continental drift Tectonic plate theory 

Key concepts:

Urbanisation - means an 
increase in the proportion of 
people living in urban areas 
compared to rural areas.

Shanty towns - (also called a 
slum or squatter settlement) is a 
settlement of impoverished 
people who live in improvised 
dwellings made from scrap 
materials.

Key concepts:

HIC – higher income country 
– a country that is well 
developed, has a good 
quality of life for people 
living there and is rich (high 
GDP). 

LIC – lower income country 
– a country that has not 
developed and have a poor 
quality of life for people 
living there and a low GDP.

GEOGRAPHY - AUTUMN TERM  2
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Key terms Meaning

Exploration When individuals search for and discover new 
land and resources.

Attitudes The beliefs that people  have over certain issues 
or roles in society.

Empire A country that controls many other countries 
(colonies).

Colony A country that is controlled by one power.

Legacy The long-term reputation  of a person or 
organisation.

Mutiny When  soldiers rebel against the army officers.

British Raj The name given to the British colony of India.

Transportation When the British Empire sent criminals to Australia as 
a punishment. 

Abolish The action of completely stopping something.

1562-

Elizabethan explorer, John 
Hawkins, became involved in the 
slave trade.

1597

Parliament passed a bill to  
transport  criminals to the 
colonies.

1600

The East India Company was formed.

1833

Slavery was abolished 
throughout the British 
Empire.

1857

The Indian Mutiny takes 
place.

1901

Queen Victoria dies .

Key 
people
Queen 
Victoria

The monarch who reigned for 
63 years, through a large part 
of the Industrial Revolution.

Captain Cook British explorer who 
discovered Australia in 1606

Sepoys The name given to the British 
Indian Army. This was the 
group who fought against their 
British army officers.

Sir Francis 
Drake

English sailor who 
circumnavigated the globe from 
1577-80 and who helped defeat 
the Spanish Armada in 1588.

Sir Walter 
Raleigh

English explorer who sailed to 
America  in 1578 and 
established a colony there 
called Virginia.

Sir John 
Hawkins

Admiral Sir John Hawkins was 
an English slave trader, naval 
commander, navigator, 
shipbuilder and privateer 

Key terms Meaning

Britannia The Latin name for Britain 
but also the name for the 
figure of Britain 
personified as female. 

Imperialism Extending the power of 
your country through 
colonisation and military 
force.

Patriotism Being dedicated to your 
own country.

Motive Somebody’s reasons for 
doing something. 

Immigrant A person who comes to a 
country to live and settle.

Victorian The era when Queen 
Victoria  was the reigning 
monarch.

East India 
Company

An organisation created to 
explore and trade in India, 
especially with tea.

Skills concept Key words:
Cause- The reason why something happens.
Reason- A cause, explanation, or justification for an action or event.
Interpretation- A historical opinion of a person or event.
Inference- An educated guess based on evidence.
Significance- How important an event/ someone is.

History – Autumn Term 1
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Key terms Meaning

Middle 
Passage

The crossing from Africa to the Americas, which the ships 
made carrying their 'cargo' of slaves. It was so-called 
because it was the middle section of the trade route taken 
by many of the ships.

Dysentery Illness or sickness characterised by specific signs or 
symptoms.

Auction An infectious disease spread through poor hygiene , 
causing severe diarrhoea containing blood or mucus and 
often death.

Ownership The fact that you own something.

Legacy The long-term reputation  of a person or organisation.

Plantation Large farms that produced crops such as coffee, sugar, 
tobacco and are usually worked by slaves.

Underground 
Railroad 

A network of secret routes and safe houses used by slaves 
to escape into the free states and Canada.

Key 
people
Harriet 
Tubman

An American 
abolitionist and 
political activist. 
Born into slavery, 
Tubman escaped 
and subsequently 
made some 13 
missions to rescue 
slaves.

Olaudah 
Equiano 

A former slave 
who documented 
his experiences 
through slavery 
and influenced 
public opinion.

William 
Wilberforce

British politician 
and leader of the 
movement to end 
slavery.

Key terms Meaning

Slavery The practice of owning other people. The 
owned people are called slaves and are 
required by law to work or do anything 
the owner asks them to do.

Prejudice An unfair and unreasonable
opinion or feeling, especially
when formed without 
enough thought or knowledge.

Civilisation The society, culture, and way of life of a 
particular area.

Cultural The pattern of behaviour shared by a 
society, or group of people. Many 
different things make up a 
society's culture. These things include 
food, language, clothing, tools, music, 
arts, customs, beliefs, and
Religion.

Transatlantic Crossing or extending across the Atlantic 
Ocean.

Abolition To put an end to something.

Campaigners A person who works in an organised and 
active way towards a goal.

History – Autumn Term 2

Discovery of the New World 1492.
Attempting to find a sea passage to East
Asia and India, European explorer
Christopher Columbus discovers the New
World, a gigantic land mass that includes
North and South America, as well as the
Caribbean.

English colonisation of America 1607.
England begins to lay down colonies
across the new world, the first being
Virginia and Massachusetts. Plantations
are established.

First slaves arrive in North America 1619
First documented slaves to arrive from
Africa in Jamestown Virginia. After this, an
estimated 2 million African slaves are
brought to North American colonies to work
on plantations.

Slave Trade Act 1807
Britain creates a law that stops her
colonies buying and selling slaves in
any of her territories. However, this did
not end the practice of slavery and all
current slaves continued to be so.

Slavery Abolition
Act 1833
Britain makes it
illegal for slaves to
be owned in any of
her colonies.

Knowledge concept Key words:
Colonisation- The act of sending people to live and govern in another land or country.
Rights-Freedoms we have that are protected by our laws
Discrimination-The unfair treatment of one particular person or group of people. Usually the different treatment is 
because of the person's sex, religion, nationality, ethnicity and race.

YEAR 8 KNOWLEDGE ORGANISER - AUTUMN TERM 2021
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DANCE

Boy Blue Emancipation of 
Expressionism

Theme/Topic/
Issue

• Order
• Chaos
• Unity
• Freedom
• Equality
• Emotional Journey
• Journey of lifeDance Skills Definitions

Energy Providing 100% commitment throughout your performance

Projection Maximising movement and make everything look as big as possible

Extension Lengthening your arms and legs so all movements are stretched to 
their potential and executed clearly

Timing Counting in time with the music and your group

Dynamics Showing a range of different movement such as: fast and sharp, 
slow and soft

Movement 
Memory

Being able to repeat the movement with ease

Canon Performing the same movement, one after another
Unison Performing at the same time
Motif 
development

Using action, space and dynamic changes to the add to or alter 
original motif to make it your own

Formations Creating various shapes to perform in

Linear Moving within a line, to form a line
Duet Performing as a group of two people
Quartet Performing in a group of four people
Question and 
answer

Performing different sequences of movement one after the other

Stylistic Skills of Hip Hop
• Freestyle
• Low levels
• Confidence
• High energy
• Isolations
• Dynamic flare
• High intensity

Stylistic Skills of Hip Hop

YEAR 8 KNOWLEDGE ORGANISER - AUTUMN TERM 2021
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Drama - Explorative Strategies and Pantomime

An effective way to show that you are in character is to 
change the way that you walk. What does your body 
expression tell us about your character when you walk…

Leading with your nose?

Leading with your chest puffed out?

Leading with your hips?

Leading with your knees?

The audience will struggle to engage with your work If you break 
character during a performance. It is natural to get nervous 
onstage and break character to relieve pressure. Here are some 
things you can do to try and stay in character:

Try not to make eye contact with other actors if this puts you off. 
Look at their foreheads or noses instead!

Take a few deep breaths and shake out your arms before going 
onstage, this will relieve some tension and help you to focus.

Make sure your whole group knows their lines and stage directions 
well so that no one breaks character to remind someone else. 

Try to remember what your character’s aim in the scene is and 
focus all of your energy on that. 

Freeze Frames Conscience Alley Hot Seating 
1. Pick a scene or event to create.
2. Have one person freeze doing a 

gesture that helps to create the 
scene.

3. Keep adding members of the group to 
the freeze frame.

4. Once all of the group is in position the 
freeze frame should tell a story 

without any moving or speaking. 

1. Pick a problem or a dilemma that your 
character has.

2. Have your group make two lines with one 
actor (in character) walking between the 

two lines.
3. Every person who passes the character 

should give them some advice to solve the 
problem. 

4. At the end of the alley the actor must 
decide what to do about their problem.  

1. Have one of the actors in character sit 
on a chair with the others sitting 

around them.
2. Make sure the actor in the middle 

knows why they are there, who their 
character is and some extra 

background information.
3. Have the group ask the character 

questions whilst another person 
records the answers. 

Leading with your chest puffed out?
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Music Autumn 1 - Music in the Media

Keywords:
Rhythm: Rhythm is what makes music move and flow. Rhythm is made up of sounds and silences. These 
sounds and silences are put together to form patterns of sound, which are repeated to create rhythm.
Pulse: Pulse is a steady beat like a ticking clock or your heartbeat.  You can count how many beats are in a 
minute to determine the BPM (beats per minute), to measure the speed of the pulse. 
Timing: Timing is all about being synchronised with the music or others around you. The ability to keep time is 
dependent on your internal pulse and listening.
Critical Listening: Critical listening Is listening with intent and purpose, musically analysing the components of 
a piece.
Tempo: How fast or slow a piece of music is.
Dynamics: How loud or quiet a piece or a part of the music is.
Leit Motif: A leitmotif is a recurring musical idea (a melody, chord sequence, rhythm or a combination of 
these) which is associated with a particular idea, character or place.
Theme: A theme is the subject of the of the piece, and the idea behind it. They display the general theme of 
the piece or film, but are NOT about a character in particular. 
Mickey-Mousing: Overillustrating the action through the musical score, drawn from the conventions of 
composing for cartoons.

Key Composers:
Danny Elfman John Williams

Hans Zimmer
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Music Autumn Term 2 - World Music

Keywords:
Skank Rhythm: Emphasising the off-beat when playing to a 4/4 rhythm.
Soca: ‘Soul & Calypso’ - Soca is rhythmically a fusion of African/Calypso and East Indian 
rhythms. This is mostly associated with Trinidad and Tobago.
Reggae: Reggae is a music genre that began in Jamaica in the late 1960s, made popular by 
artists such as Bob Marley. 
Samba: Samba is South American music style that is always performed with lots of 
percussion instruments. Every member of the ensemble has a specific role as the music 
often involves the layering of different rhythms over each other.

Djembe
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PE

Basketball
Basic rules 
Basketball is a team sport. Two teams of five players each try to score by shooting a ball 
through a hoop elevated 10 feet above the ground. The game is played on a rectangular floor 
called the court, and there is a hoop at each end. The court is divided into two main sections 
by the mid-court line.
Skills and techniques 
Passing- The most commonly used passes are the chest pass, push pass, bounce pass and 
overhead pass.

Shooting- A layup is a shot near the basket, usually off the backboard. For a layup, you run 
towards one side of the basket, jump, and lay the ball off the backboard into the hoop.

Dribbling- dribbling is bouncing the ball on the floor continuously with one hand at a time. It is 
the only legal way that a player may maintain possession of the ball while walking or running

Pivot- A Pivot is when a player maintains one foot having contact with the ground without 
changing its position on the floor and utilizes the other foot to rotate their body to improve 
position while in possession of the basketball

Cricket 
Cricket is played between two teams each made up of eleven players.Games comprise of at least 
one innings where each team will take turns in batting and fielding/bowling.The fielding team 
will have a bowler bowl the ball to the batsman who tries to hit the ball with their bat.

Skills and Techniques 
Bowling- Bowling, in cricket, is the action of propelling the ball toward the wicket defended by a 
batsman. A player skilled at bowling is called a bowler

Batting- batting is the act or skill of hitting the ball with a bat to score runs and prevent the loss 
of one's wicket. This continues until the end of the innings, which in most cases is when 10 of the 
team members are out, whereupon the other team gets a turn to bat

•Fielding- Fielding in the sport of cricket is the action of fielders in collecting the ball after it is 
struck by the batsman, to limit the number of runs that the batsman scores. Fielding positions 
are: Wicket Keeper. First Slip. Second slip. Third Slip. Fly Slip. Long Stop. Third man. Gully.

Hockey
Basic rules
Hockey players can only hit the ball with the flat side of their stick. Hockey players (other than 
the goalkeeper) are not allowed to use their feet, or any other parts of the body, to control the 
ball at any time. Hockey players may not trip, push, charge, interfere with, or physically handle 
an opponent in any way. Hockey is a non-contact sport and all fouls result in a free hit or a 
‘penalty corner’ for the non-offending team depending on where the infringement took place 
and the severity of the foul.

Skills and techniques
Passing- During the push pass the ball will start on your stick, you will take a step toward your 
target while pushing your stick forward

Dribbling- It consists of pushing the ball rapidly from right to left and then from left to right 
repeatedly by turning the hockey stick. Once mastered, it is a very good way to beat your 
opponent, as a player using Indian dribble is hard to defend against

Shooting- There are five ways of hitting a field hockey ball, these include: the drive, scoop, 
flick, slap shot

Badminton
Basic rules 
A match consists of the best of 3 games of 21 points. Every time there is a serve – there is a point 
scored. The side winning a rally adds a point to its score.

Skills and techniques
Serve- The badminton serve is the shot selected to begin the point. The serve must be hit from 
behind the service line and travel diagonally from one side of the court into the opposite service 
box.

Overhead clear- An overhead clear is a DEFENSIVE SHOT that allows a player time to recover by 
forcing their opponent to move and increasing the amount of time the birdie is in the air.

Drop shot- The forehand drop shot enables players to move their opponent to the front court. 
This will either win a point or create space in the mid and back court to exploit.

Grip- a grip is a way of holding the racket in order to hit shots during a match. The most 
commonly used grip is the orthodox forehand grip

Basketball
Basic rules 
Basketball is a team sport. Two teams of five players each try to score by shooting a ball 
through a hoop elevated 10 feet above the ground. The game is played on a rectangular floor 
called the court, and there is a hoop at each end. The court is divided into two main sections 
by the mid-court line.
Skills and techniques 
Passing- The most commonly used passes are the chest pass, push pass, bounce pass and 
overhead pass.

Shooting- A layup is a shot near the basket, usually off the backboard. For a layup, you run 
towards one side of the basket, jump, and lay the ball off the backboard into the hoop.

Dribbling- dribbling is bouncing the ball on the floor continuously with one hand at a time. It is 
the only legal way that a player may maintain possession of the ball while walking or running

Pivot- A Pivot is when a player maintains one foot having contact with the ground without 
changing its position on the floor and utilizes the other foot to rotate their body to improve 
position while in possession of the basketball

Hockey
Basic rules
Hockey players can only hit the ball with the flat side of their stick. Hockey players (other than 
the goalkeeper) are not allowed to use their feet, or any other parts of the body, to control the 
ball at any time. Hockey players may not trip, push, charge, interfere with, or physically handle 
an opponent in any way. Hockey is a non-contact sport and all fouls result in a free hit or a 
‘penalty corner’ for the non-offending team depending on where the infringement took place 
and the severity of the foul.

Skills and techniques
Passing- During the push pass the ball will start on your stick, you will take a step toward your 
target while pushing your stick forward

Dribbling- It consists of pushing the ball rapidly from right to left and then from left to right 
repeatedly by turning the hockey stick. Once mastered, it is a very good way to beat your 
opponent, as a player using Indian dribble is hard to defend against

Shooting- There are five ways of hitting a field hockey ball, these include: the drive, scoop, 
flick, slap shot

Badminton
Basic rules 
A match consists of the best of 3 games of 21 points. Every time there is a serve – there is a point 
scored. The side winning a rally adds a point to its score.

Skills and techniques
Serve- The badminton serve is the shot selected to begin the point. The serve must be hit from 
behind the service line and travel diagonally from one side of the court into the opposite service 
box.

Overhead clear- An overhead clear is a DEFENSIVE SHOT that allows a player time to recover by 
forcing their opponent to move and increasing the amount of time the birdie is in the air.

Drop shot- The forehand drop shot enables players to move their opponent to the front court. 
This will either win a point or create space in the mid and back court to exploit.

Grip- a grip is a way of holding the racket in order to hit shots during a match. The most 
commonly used grip is the orthodox forehand grip

Cricket 
Cricket is played between two teams each made up of eleven players.Games comprise of at least 
one innings where each team will take turns in batting and fielding/bowling.The fielding team 
will have a bowler bowl the ball to the batsman who tries to hit the ball with their bat.

Skills and Techniques 
Bowling- Bowling, in cricket, is the action of propelling the ball toward the wicket defended by a 
batsman. A player skilled at bowling is called a bowler

Batting- batting is the act or skill of hitting the ball with a bat to score runs and prevent the loss 
of one's wicket. This continues until the end of the innings, which in most cases is when 10 of the 
team members are out, whereupon the other team gets a turn to bat

•Fielding- Fielding in the sport of cricket is the action of fielders in collecting the ball after it is 
struck by the batsman, to limit the number of runs that the batsman scores. Fielding positions 
are: Wicket Keeper. First Slip. Second slip. Third Slip. Fly Slip. Long Stop. Third man. Gully.
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Science Autumn Term 1: Chemical Reactions 

Key facts – Chemical and Physical Reactions 
Chemical reaction Usually an irreversible reaction (cannot be changed back) where a 

new product is made e.g. combustion, neutralisation

Reversible reaction Usually a reversible reaction (can be changed back) where there is no 
new product e.g. ice melting, wax cooling 

Conservation of 
mass

In a chemical reaction no mass is lost – all the mass in the reactants 
goes to the products 

Reactants The substances that react together in a chemical reaction e.g. in the 
reaction acid + metal à salt and hydrogen, the acid and metal are the 
reactants 

Products The substances that are made in a chemical reaction e.g. in the 
reaction acid + metal à salt and hydrogen, salt and hydrogen are the 
products 

Key facts – The Periodic Table
Group The columns in the periodic table 

Period The rows in the periodic table 
Element Elements are listed in the periodic table and are made up of identical 

atoms
Compound Two or more  elements chemically combined together – not listed in 

the periodic table
Metals Metals are dense materials that are lustrous and good conductors of 

heat and electricity, sonorous and often malleable and ductile 
Non-metals Not very dense materials which are poor conductors of heat and 

electricity.
Alloy A mixture of a metal and at least one other element e.g. steel is a 

mixture of iron and carbon
Transition Metals The transition metals are the block of elements located between 

group 2 and group 3 of the periodic table. 

Key facts – Chemical Reactions
Oxidation A reaction in which oxygen is gained 

e.g. Metal + Oxygen àMetal Oxide

Reactivity series The order of metals by how reactive they are. The most reactive is at 
the top of the list and the least reactive at the bottom 

Displacement A reaction that occurs when a more reactive element replaces a less 
reactive element in a compound.
Magnesium + copper oxide àMagnesium oxide + copper 

Neutralisation When an acid reacts with a base to produce a salt and water

Naming salts Metal oxide + Hydrochloric acid àMetal chloride + Water
Metal oxide + Sulfuric acid àMetal sulfate + Water
Metal oxide  + Nitric acid àMetal nitrate + Water

Thermal 
decomposition

Breaking one substance down into multiple using heat.
Metal carbonate àMetal oxide + Carbon dioxide

Endothermic 
reaction

A reaction that absorbs energy from the surroundings. The 
surroundings will cool down as this happens and a temperature 
decrease is recorded e.g. photosynthesis 

Exothermic 
reaction

This reaction that releases energy into the surroundings. The 
surroundings will warm up as a result and a temperature increase is 
recorded e.g. explosions, combustion
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Science Autumn Term: Science Autumn Term: Respiration and Organ Systems 
Key facts – Cell Biology and Organisation

Animal Cell Cells found in animals. They contain: cell membrane, cytoplasm, nucleus, 
ribosomes, and mitochondria.

Plant Cell Cells found in plants. The contain all organelles found in animal cells plus: cell wall, 
vacuole and chloroplasts.

Tissue A group of identical cells working together.

Organ Group of different tissues working together to do a particular job.

Organ system A group of organs all working together to do a particular job.

Key facts – Reproductive System
Reproductive system A group of organs that work together for the purpose of sexual reproduction.

Egg The female sex cell. Also known as ova (plural) or ovum (singular). They are 
produced in the ovaries 

Sperm The male sex cell. They are produced in the testes 

Fertilisation The fusing together of a male and female sex cell. It occurs in the oviduct of the 
female system

Uterus Also known as a womb. This is where the fertilised egg (ovum) develops and the 
baby grows 

Menstruation Also called a 'period'. The monthly loss of blood and tissue from the lining of the 
uterus.

Gestation The time during which a fertilised egg develops into a baby ready to be born.
Placenta An organ responsible for providing oxygen, nutrients, and removing waste 

substances from the foetus (developing baby) 

Key facts – Respiratory System 
Aerobic 
Respiration

The process by which energy is released by cells in the presence of oxygen
Glucose + Oxygen → Carbon dioxide + Water + energy

Anaerobic 
Respiration

The process by which little energy is released by cells in the absence of oxygen.
Glucose → little energy + lactic acid

Gas exchange When oxygen passes from the lungs into the blood stream and carbon dioxide passes 
from the blood stream to the lungs 

Alveoli Tiny air sacs in the lungs, where gas is exchanged during breathing.

Bronchi The bronchi are the two major air tubes in the lungs.

Bronchioles The many small, branching tubules.

Trachea The tube that leads from the mouth towards the lungs.

Key facts – Digestive System
Nutrient groups The seven nutrient groups are carbohydrates, fats, proteins, vitamins, 

minerals, fibre, water 
Food tests We can test for different food groups:

Iodine – turns from yellow to blue/black with starch
Benedict’s solution – when heated, turns from blue to brick red with glucose
Biuret – turns from blue to lilac with protein
Ethanol and water – turns milky-white with fats   

Digestion The breakdown of large insoluble food molecules to smaller soluble ones.
Enzymes Enzymes are biological catalysts that speed up digestion
Bile Produced by the liver and helps with the breakdown of fats 
Physical digestion Where physical actions break down the food e.g. chewing, squeezing of the 

stomach
Chemical digestion Where chemical action helps break down food e.g saliva, acid in the stomach 

and enzymes acting in the mouth, stomach and intesitnes

Key facts – Circulatory System
Circulatory system It is made up of three parts: the heart, blood vessels and the blood itself.
Heart Pumps blood around the body. Consists of four chambers: two atria and two 

ventricles 
Blood vessels The three blood vessels are the arteries (thick and muscular and carry blood 

away from the heard), veins (contain valves and carry blood to the heart) and 
capillaries (1cm thick and connect arteries and veins)

Blood Blood consists of red blood cells, white blood cells, plasma and platelets
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Spanish Autumn Term 1 - Mi Ciudad – My City
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Spanish Autumn Term 2 - Mi Ciudad – My City
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Year 8 Tick off each time you complete Independent Study using your Knowledge Organiser

Autumn Term 1
Week Beginning

13th September  ‘21

Week Beginning

20th September ‘21

Week Beginning

27th September  ‘21

Week Beginning

4th October ‘21

Week Beginning

11th October ‘21

Week Beginning

18th October ‘21

Art

Art – 3D

Digital Enterprise - ICT

Digital Enterprise - Business

English

Fantastic Futures

Geography

History

Maths

Performing Arts - Dance

Performing Arts - Drama

Performing Arts - Music

PE

Science

Spanish 
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Year 8 Tick off each time you complete Independent Study using your Knowledge Organiser

Autumn Term 2
Week Beginning

1st November ‘21

Week Beginning

8th November ‘21

Week Beginning

15th November ‘21

Week Beginning

22nd November ‘21

Week Beginning

29th November ‘21

Week Beginning

6th December ‘21

Week Beginning

6th December ‘21

Art

Art – 3D

Digital Enterprise - ICT

Digital Enterprise -
Business

English

Fantastic Futures

Geography

History

Maths

Performing Arts -
Dance

Performing Arts -
Drama

Performing Arts -
Music

PE

Science

Spanish 
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Retrieval Practice 
Templates 
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Retrieval Practice

• Retrieval practice is a way of learning knowledge that will help you 
store it in your memory. It is scientifically proven to work well for 
students at secondary school. Particularly before exams.
• Retrieval practice is basically testing yourself repeatedly on 

knowledge until you can remember it. There are lots of ways to do 
this.
• You will find retrieval practice templates which you can use for 

independent study.
• You can copy the templates in your independent study book.

YEAR 8 KNOWLEDGE ORGANISERS - AUTUMN TERM  2021
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How to use retrieval practice 
effectively

ØYou should read/look a section in your knowledge organiser/            
revision guide books/revision materials

Ø Say – Read out loud the specific knowledge you need to 
Ø You must then cover the text and complete/write any 

questions/tasks/mind maps/exam questions/challenge grids/flash cards 
etc ( You can use the templates in this pack)

Ø Check that you have all the knowledge needed and it is correct. Any 
content that is missing or incorrect you use a red pen to illustrate the 
gaps in your  knowledge to show they have been corrected. 

Ø You must then repeat this three times
Ø In your next lesson, you may complete a short know it quiz and self mark

YEAR 8 KNOWLEDGE ORGANISERS - AUTUMN TERM  2021
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Challenge Grid
Answer as many questions your teachers gives you. You get more points for the topics we learned longer ago!

YEAR 8 KNOWLEDGE ORGANISERS - AUTUMN TERM  2021
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Retrieval ‘Power Ticket’

Write three facts that you have learnt today, yesterday, last week, last term and last year in the boxes below

Today Yesterday Last Week Last term Last year 
Fact 1

Fact 2

Fact 3

YEAR 8 KNOWLEDGE ORGANISERS - AUTUMN TERM  2021
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Dual Coding Retrieval
Use the images to help you retrieve the main points  

Image (Put images
here)

What is this 
image 

representing? 

YEAR 8 KNOWLEDGE ORGANISERS - AUTUMN TERM  2021
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Key Word Retrieval 
Write down definitions for the key words you have learnt

Key word Definition

(Put key work here)

Challenge:
Can you use 
each word in a 
sentence?

YEAR 8 KNOWLEDGE ORGANISERS - AUTUMN TERM  2021
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Brain Dump
Write down anything you can remember about (put topic here)

YEAR 8 KNOWLEDGE ORGANISERS - AUTUMN TERM  2021
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List it!
Recall as much information as you can under each list heading your teacher provides you

(Put topics here) 

YEAR 8 KNOWLEDGE ORGANISERS - AUTUMN TERM  2021
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YEAR X KNOWLEDGE ORGANISERS - SUMMER TERM  2021

Retrieval Clock
Spend 5 minutes on each topic, recalling all of your knowledge.

(Insert 
topic 
here)
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‘Know it all’ sheet
Write as much as you can in each of the boxes 

(Put aspects of the topics in 
each box) 

(Put aspects of the topics in 
each box) 

(Put aspects of the topics in 
each box) 

(Put aspects of the topics in 
each box) 

(Put aspects of the topics in 
each box) 

(Put aspects of the topics in 
each box) 
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‘Because, but, so…
Complete the sentences below. 

For the ‘because’ sentence, explain the sentence. For the ‘but’ question, give a reason why this may not be 
the case. For the ‘so’ question, explain the consequences or impacts. 

1. (Inset sentence)…because…

2. (Insert sentence)…but…

3. Insert sentence)…so…
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Mind Map   
Write as much as you can about each sub topic next to the branch/bubble 

(Insert topic 
here )
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Essay Plans Retrieval 
For each of the essay questions below: highlight the key words in the question, write down the key aspects 

that you would need to include in the essay

Essay question Aspects to include 

(Write essay questions here) 
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LOOK SAY COVER WRITE CHECK x3 
1. LOOK - Read the specific knowledge you need to learn.

2. SAY – Read out loud the specific knowledge you need to learn. 

3. COVER – Cover the knowledge. 

4. WRITE – Write out everything you can remember from knowledge organiser

5. CHECK – Check that you have all the knowledge needed and it is correct. Any content that is missing or incorrect use a red pen to illustrate the 
gaps in your knowledge that you have corrected. 

6. x3 – Repeat 3 times.

Look Say Cover Write Check 

Round Knowledge

1

2

3
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