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Welcome to your Options Booklet
It may not seem long ago that you were in Primary, but now it is time to choose your options for the next
three years up to the end of Year 11. The reason we choose now is to provide enough time for you to
study your preferred subjects in enough detail to secure the best possible grades. MEA students have
always appreciated being able to choose their subjects as early as possible and, after having a good
grounding in a wide range of subjects through the Know It curriculum, now is your time to choose.
What subjects will I take?








English Language and English Literature
Maths
Science
Fantastic Futures – not an examined course
Core PE – not an examined course
One Humanities subject – either Geography or History
Three subjects from a choice of: Art (ONE from GCSE Art, Craft and Design, GCSE Textiles Design,
GCSE Three Dimensional Design), Business, Computer Science, Drama (ONE from Drama or Musical
Theatre), Food, Hair and Beauty, Health and Social Care, History, I Media, Photography, Separate
Science, Spanish, Sports Studies, Travel and Tourism.

Please note that some of these subjects have entry criteria you have to meet before you are accepted onto
them and you will not be able to take certain combinations of subjects. You will actually pick five subjects
in priority order and we will look at your preferences, and your test scores, before making the final
decision.
Before making your choices, you will need to research the courses and talk to staff as well as parents /
carers. Seek advice on which courses are best for you, not your friends. Some of the courses above will be
new to you – look into them to see whether they are right for you.
At the end of Year 11 you will have two things: a set of exam results and a reference giving details about
your behaviour, attendance and attitude. Good exam results give you choices as to what to do in the
future, poor results restrict your choices.
To achieve good results, the most important thing is to have an excellent attitude towards your learning.
As you know, you will be following courses which have been made deliberately more difficult in recent
years. You will probably take a mixture of GCSE and vocational courses. In most GCSE courses, coursework
no longer exists so you have to work hard to learn all the information starting immediately! Vocational
courses have assignments that need completing over time, but they also have an exam unit too.
Over the coming weeks, you will have an interview with a senior member of staff to discuss your choices.
This booklet goes into the subjects in a bit more detail to help you make your decisions. Take this process
seriously – the choices you make now will affect your future.
Please note – the information in this booklet is correct as of March 2019. Courses may have to change due to a variety of
factors. At the time of publication not all specifications for examination in 2021 have been published by exam boards. MEA
reserves the right to alter courses in the interest of students at a later date.

The Compulsory Subjects
 English
 English Literature
 Maths
 Science
 Fantastic Futures (not an examined course)
 Core PE (not an examined course)

GCSE English Language
The English Department aims to foster a love of language and to
develop your capacity for intelligent and articulate writing, through a
participation in a wide range of reading, writing and spoken English
activities. Through engagement with our rigorous curricula, our aim is
to enable each of you to become independent and creative learners
who are able to achieve the highest possible grades in external
examinations and have the essential skills to express yourselves
effectively in later life.
What is the course about?
AQA English Language Paper 1: Creative Reading and Writing.
The aim of this paper is to engage you with creative texts and inspire you to write creatively yourselves by:
 in section A, reading a literature fiction text in order to consider how established writers use narrative
and descriptive techniques to capture the interest of readers
 in section B, writing your own creative text, inspired by the topic that you have responded to in section
A to demonstrate your narrative and descriptive skills in response to a written prompt, scenario or visual
image.
AQA English Language Paper 2: Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives.
The aim of this paper is to develop your insights into how writers have particular viewpoints and perspectives
on issues or themes that are important to the way we think and live our lives. It will encourage you to
demonstrate your skills by:
 in section A, reading two linked sources from different time periods and genres in order to consider how
each presents a perspective or viewpoint to influence the reader
 in section B, producing a written text to a specified audience, purpose and form in which you give your
own perspective on the theme that has been introduced to you in section A.
Non Exam Assessment – Spoken Language (Compulsory)
The aim of the assessment is to allow you to demonstrate your speaking and listening skills by:
 giving a presentation in a formal context
 responding appropriately to questions and to feedback, asking questions yourselves
 using spoken Standard English.
Examination and Assessment
100% examination:
Paper 1 Creative Reading and Writing: Written exam 1hr 45minutes (80 marks)
Paper 2 Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives: Written exam 1hr 45mins (80 marks)
Spoken language will be awarded a Pass, Merit or Distinction. It is a compulsory part of the course but will
not affect your final grade. You will receive a separate certificate to pass on to colleges and employers.
What Extended Learning will be expected of me?
At least one hour of Extended Learning per week in addition to attendance at of the English support sessions.
Reading widely and independently will boost your skills in this subject.
Future Pathways
AS and A Level English. Colleges and employers look favourably upon good English grades when considering
applications for employment and further study of a wide range of subjects.

GCSE English Literature
Maya Angelou once said, “When I look back, I am so impressed again with
the life-giving power of literature. If I were a young person today, trying
to gain a sense of myself in the world, I would do that again by reading,
just as I did when I was young.” You will benefit from inspirational
literature teaching, which will give you a good knowledge of our literary
heritage with stories and poetry that will hopefully stay with you for life.
What is the course about?
AQA English Literature Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th Century Novel
Section A Shakespeare: you will study a Shakespeare play. You will be able to write in detail about extracts
from the play and be able to write about the play as a whole.
Section B The 19th-century novel: you will study one 19th Century novel. You will be able to write in detail
about extracts from the novel and be able to write about the novel as a whole.
AQA English Literature Paper 2: Modern Texts and Poetry
Section A Modern texts: you will study a modern prose or drama text.
Section B Poetry: you will study an anthology of 15 poems from the Power and
Conflict anthology.
Section C Unseen poetry: you will study a wide range of poetry, in addition to
the Power and Conflict anthology, to gain the skills required to analyse any
given poem. You will also learn how to compare how poets use poetic
techniques to convey their messages.

Examination and Assessment
100% examination.
Paper 1 Shakespeare and the 19th Century Novel: Written exam 1hr 45 minutes (64 marks) 40% of GCSE
Paper 2 Modern Texts and Poetry: Written exam 2hrs 15 mins (96 marks) 60% of GCSE
What Extended Learning will be expected of me?
At least one hour of Extended Learning per week in addition to attendance at of the English support sessions.
Reading widely and independently will boost your skills in this subject.
Future pathways
This course enables students to go on to study a variety of A-levels including A-level English Literature, A
Level English Language, A Level Film Studies and Creative Writing. It is also extremely helpful for all A-levels
requiring independent study. Employers, colleges and universities look very favourably upon good English
grades at all levels.

GCSE Mathematics
Maths is a fundamental part of most subjects that you will take at Key Stage 4. Furthermore, it allows you
to develop a range of skills including handling data, interpreting charts and graphs, carrying out financial
calculations and solving problems using proportional reasoning. The Maths GCSE, along with English, is
used as a benchmark for educational institutes and employers.
What is the course about?
The content of the Maths GCSE is divided into 5 main areas:
 Number
 Algebra
 Ratio, proportion and rates of change
 Geometry and measures
 Statistics and probability
Within these areas the content varies depending on whether a student is taking the Higher or Foundation
tier.
Examination and Assessment
 The qualification consists of three equally-weighted written examination papers at either
Foundation or Higher tier. Teachers decide the tier of entry that will best suit individual students.
 Each paper is worth 80 marks giving a total of 240 marks across all 3 papers.
 The qualification is graded and certificated on a nine-grade scale from 9 to 1.
 Students sitting the Higher tier can obtain Grade 3 through to 9.
 Students sitting the Foundation tier can obtain Grade 1 through to 5.
 A Grade 4 is considered a “pass.” A Grade 5 is considered a “good pass.”
 At MEA we sit the EdExcel exam board papers.
What Independent Learning will be expected of me?
 Homework is set weekly
 Y11 students are expected to attend booster sessions
 Students should use the PIXL Maths App and revision guides
 Students should watch Corbett Maths videos to support their learning.
 Students need to learn the “Need-to-Know Formulae”
To be successful you need to…
 Work hard in class and outside of school
 Be resilient and learn from mistakes
 Practice, practice, practice
Future Pathways
 To be accepted onto any Level 3 course you must have a good grade in Maths. If you are interested
in a career in accounting, engineering, banking or any other career that has a high content of
maths, then a higher grade will be required.

GCSE Combined Science
Science affects every part of our lives and new discoveries are constantly being made. In the last 10 years
alone planets have been discovered in other solar systems. Driverless cars have been tested and animals
have been cloned. Vaccines for fatal diseases have been developed. Graphene, one of the world’s
strongest materials has been made.
Studying science will provide you with the essential skills to succeed in our increasingly technological world
as you learn how to plan investigations, develop problem solving skills and
gain a wider appreciation of the world we live in.
What is the course about?
 Developing an understanding of the natural, material and physical
world to include:
o The study of the human body, disease and human impact on
the planet. The earth’s elements and chemical reactions.
Forces, electricity and nuclear materials
 Developing practical, enquiry and problem solving skills, carry out investigations
 Appreciating the application of science and technology in the wider world
Examination and Assessment
 This is a GCSE course that is 100% externally examined. There is no course work. The qualification
consists of six final exam papers sat at either Foundation or Higher Tier
 A number of Required Practical Activities must be completed in class time
What independent learning will be expected of me?
 You will be expected to complete independent learning tasks at least once a week. This will consist
of a range of activities including practice exam questions, retrieval practice tasks, using knowledge
organisers and attendance at revision sessions
To be successful you need to…
 Be resilient! Think! Ask questions! Develop an enquiring
mind!
 Engage with practical science and experiments
 Be prepared to attend revision sessions, learn independently
and study at home
Future Pathways
 ‘A’ level Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Human Biology and Level 3 BTEC sciences
 Technology and healthcare apprenticeships and others
 Jobs include: Forensic Scientist, Physiotherapist, Medical Research, Sports Therapist, Military,
Electrician, Construction, Sound engineer

Humanities Option
Choose one from:
 Geography
 History

GCSE Geography
What is Geography?
With the world constantly changing there has never been a better time to study GCSE Geography.
Geography is about understanding the world’s people, places and environments. It illuminates the past,
explains the present and prepares us for the future. What can be more important than that?
Geography is not only up-to-date and relevant, it is one of the most exciting, adventurous and valuable
subjects to study at GCSE.
What skills will I learn and use?
Almost too many to mention! There are so many ways of learning in Geography. It is very practical with
opportunities to learn new skills such as modern computer based mapping (called GIS), map skills,
interpreting photographs, analysing articles, decision-making and debating.
Fieldwork and trips are a really important part of Geography. You will learn how to
investigate issues in the real world. You will improve your literacy through your
written work and you will also learn how to put forward your own point of view and
convince others that you are right!
You will make practical use of your numeracy skills when you interpret data and construct graphs. Your
memory skills will also be boosted as you learn key memory techniques to help you remember case study
information (facts and figures about places).
All of these skills are highly sought after by sixth form colleges, universities and employers.
Examination
GCSE Geography is split into 3 sections
 Unit 1 – Living with the Physical Environment:
Natural Hazards (Tectonics, Weather hazards and Climate change)
Coasts &Rivers
Global Ecosystems – Tropical Rainforests and Hot Deserts
 Unit 2 – Challenges in the Human Environment:
Changing Urban Environments
Economic Development
Management of the world’s resources (Food, Water and Energy)
 Unit 3 – Geographical Applications:
Fieldwork – Human & Physical
Issue Evaluation – decision making exercise based on a booklet released 12 weeks prior to the exam
What Independent Learning is expected of me?
Independent Learning tasks will be set on a weekly basis to consolidate your learning in class, followed by a
weekly quiz.
Future pathways
 ‘A’ level Geography or Geology or Level 3 Travel & Tourism.
 Job opportunities include: Aid worker, Environmental Scientist, Volcanologist, Architect, Civil
Engineer/Town Planner, Travel Writer/TV Presenter, Teacher, Eco-Tourism Travel Agent/Advisor

GCSE History
Have a passion for History?
The GCSE History course takes you from 1066 right up to the present day.
From William the Conqueror and the Battle of Hastings, to the barber surgeons of the Middle Ages and the
discovery of germs and DNA. You will also study the rise of the Nazi Party and the dropping of the atomic
bomb, as well as the fall of the Berlin Wall.
All the best bits of British and International History rolled into one. If this sounds interesting then GCSE
History is for you!
What is the course about?
 GCSE History covers the key skills of researching and explaining historical events, analysing
historical sources and debating political and social events.
 The GCSE is made up of 4 parts. The Norman Invasion of 1066, a study into medicine and health
over time, an investigation into the rise of Adolf Hitler and life in Nazi Germany, and finally The Cold
War from 1945 – 1972.
Examination and Assessment
The current GCSE course is made up of the following elements:
Paper 1: Understanding the Modern World (2 hours)
 Germany 1890 to 1945
 Conflict and Tension between East and West 1945 – 1972
Paper 2: Shaping the Nation (2 hours)
 Britain: Health and the people c1000
 The Norman Invasion 1066 - 1100
What Independent Learning will be expected of me?
 Weekly knowledge quizzes and practice exam questions will be set by the class teacher. You will
receive structured revision schedules before Mini Tests, Big Tests and Progress Exams.
To be successful you need to…
 Be prepared to work hard in class and at home. This is an academic subject and you will be
expected to learn a large amount of knowledge and be able to write about it.
 You will be required to complete extended writing most lessons, which will normally be exam-style
questions.
 Be confident in your approach to every lesson and share your ideas.
Future Pathways
 Success in GCSE History can help you move on to study Level 2 or Level 3 courses at college
including A Level History and university.
 GCSE History can help you gain a career in the following areas; Journalism, Politics, Education, Law,
Advertisement, Marketing and many more.

Free choice option
Three subjects studied from:
 Art (ONE from GCSE Art, Craft and Design, GCSE
Textiles Design, GCSE Three Dimensional Design)
 Business
 Computer Science
 Drama (ONE from Drama or Musical Theatre)
 Food
 Hair and Beauty
 Health and Social Care
 History
 I Media
 Photography
 Separate Science - Biology, Chemistry and
Physics
 Spanish
 Sports Studies
 Travel and Tourism

GCSE Art, Craft and Design
What is the course about?

Art, Craft and Design is about exploring an idea in a
creative way and learning how to express it in order to
create a final outcome. Within the GCSE you will explore
a range of key skills:
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

Drawing
Painting
Textiles/ embroidery
Photography
Digital Arts

▪ Printmaking (lino, poly block, mono)
▪ 3D (using mod roc, wire, card relief)
Looking at the work of other artists and craftspeople for inspiration is also a big part of your own artistic
development and trips to galleries or local areas of interest will help you to develop your work. It is also
essential that you are able to write about and express your opinion about your work and the work of other
artists. You must to be good at drawing, writing and having your own ideas.
Examination and Assessment
You will undertake a variety of different courses starting in Year 9.This will make up your Portfolio and is
worth 60% of your final mark.
In Year 11 you will undertake an externally set assignment (ESA) which is worth 40% of your final mark.
The final mark that you receive will be based on both Portfolio (60%) and ESA (40%). In line with the
changes to GCSE across all subjects, at the end of the course you will be awarded a number from 1-9 (1
being the lowest and 9 being the highest).
What Independent Learning will be expected of me?
You will be expected to complete at least one hour of Extended Learning per week. Students can complete
this at home or during Art Club which runs in the art rooms at most break times and after school.
To be successful you need to…
Be curious, enjoy being creative, be prepared to work outside of lessons as well as working hard during
lessons and have the ability to stick at something even if it doesn’t go according to plan.
Future Pathways: A level Art and Design/Graphic Design/ Photography/ Textiles/ Product Design, BTEC
Level 3 Art and Design /Graphics and any other art or media related course.

Textile Design
What is the course about?
Textile Design involves the creation, selection, manipulation and
application of a range of materials such as fibres, yarns and fabrics, and
processes such as weaving, embroidery, batik and printing to create
designs and products within fashion and the arts. Observational drawing
and written analysis is rigorously used in exploring and documenting
ideas.
Examination and Assessment
Unit 1. Personal Portfolio (coursework) – This unit will contain evidence
of the development of your ideas, including references to the work of
other artists, showing understanding of meanings, contexts, and the
ability to make skilled judgements using an appropriate visual/verbal
form and a final piece. 60%
Unit 2. Externally Set Assignment (Exam) – 10 Hour Test. You will be
given a period of time to enable you to prepare your ideas in support of
your exam piece, in your work journal with support from your teacher.
40%
What Independent Learning will be expected of me?
You will be expected to complete at least one hour of Extended Learning
per week. Students can complete this at home or during Art Club which
runs in the art rooms at most break times and after school.
To be successful you need to…
You need to be creative, be willing
to try new techniques, equipment
and processes and not be worried
about taking risks and making
mistakes. An ability to be able to
annotate (write about you work) is
essential.

Future Pathways
You may decide to go onto one of the many sixth form centres
offering a variety of advanced courses in Textiles or other Art & Design
based subjects. Career opportunities are many and varied including
Fashion Design, Interior Design, Set Designer, Illustration, Printing,
Sculpture, Teaching, Costumier and Painter.

GCSE Three Dimensional Design
What is the course about?

3D Design is about exploring an idea in a creative way and learning how to express it in order to create a
final outcome in 3D. Within the GCSE you will explore some of these areas:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

architectural design
sculpture
product design
jewellery and body adornment
interior design
environmental/landscape/garden design
3D digital design
designs for theatre, film and television.

•

Looking at the work of other artists and craftspeople for inspiration is also a big part of your own
artistic development and trips to galleries or local areas of interest will help you to develop your
work. It is also essential to be able to write about and express your opinion about your work and
the work of other artists and photographers. You will be required to draw, write and produce your
own ideas.

Examination and Assessment
Over the three years you will complete several projects. This will make up your Portfolio and is worth 60%
of your final mark.
In Year 11 you will undertake an externally set assignment (ESA) which is worth 40% of your final mark. The
final mark that you receive will be based on both Portfolio (60%) and ESA (40%). At the end of the course
you will be awarded a number from 1-9 (1 being the lowest and 9 being the highest).
What Independent Learning will be expected of me?
You will be expected to complete at least one hour of Extended Learning per week. Students can complete
this at home or during Art Club which runs in the art rooms at most break times and after school. To be
successful you need to…be curious, be open minded, enjoy being creative, be prepared to work outside
of lessons as well as working hard during lessons and have the ability to stick at something even if it
doesn’t go according to plan.
Future Pathways: Any art or media related course, Engineering, Product design or DT related course.

Business and Enterprise
Business knowledge and skills are required in EVERY job
What is the course about?
This GCSE Business and L2 BTEC Tech Award in Enterprise courses will prepare you for the future. No matter
what job pathway you go into you will need business knowledge and skills. Both of these courses focus on
various aspects of the business world, including setting up your own business, Marketing, Finance, Human
Resources, Business operations, Economy and Entrepreneurial skills. You will also investigate successful
entrepreneurs who have set up their own business. You will be given the opportunity to enter various
business challenges such as the Dragons Den competition at Manchester Airport and the Stock Market
Business Challenge.
Business Soft Skills
During this course, you will also develop essential employment
soft skills such as:
 Team work
 Leadership
 Communication
 Problem solving
Examination and Assessment
For GCSE Business, assessment will include two external
examinations at the end of Year 11.
For L2 BTEC Tech Award in Enterprise, assessment will include two
assignments and one external examination in Year 11.
What Independent Learning will be expected of me?
You will be given regular extended learning tasks once a week related to lessons
that you will need to complete on your own.
To be successful you will need to…
 A superb attitude to learning and want to achieve to the best of your ability.
 To show passion, ambition, and be willing to rise to different challenges.
Future Pathways
These courses could lead to work in a business-related profession such as setting up your own business,
accountancy, law, marketing, human resources or the leisure and tourism industry. Should you decide it’s
the right choice for you, this course can help you prepare for further (sixth form and college) and higher
education (university) such as AS/A2 Levels and L3 BTEC and Apprenticeships.

GCSE Computer Science
Computer Science will give you the opportunity to discover how
computer technology works and to take a look at what goes on
behind the scenes. Computing will help you to develop your
understanding of the important hardware components of a
computer system, common types of software and simple logic
problems/algorithms.
What is the course about?
 Designing, writing and testing computer programs and
algorithms
 Learning how use to number systems
 Cyber security
 Networking
Examination and Assessment
 Paper 1 written examination – 50%
 Paper 2 written examination – 50%
What Independent Learning will be expected of me?
 To complete regular extended learning tasks given, this is normally 30 minutes to one hour per
week.
 Revise an hour per week, every week.
 Practice your chosen programming language whenever you can: If you do not have a computer at
home, you can use the ICT labs at MEA.
To be successful you need to…
 Be an excellent problem solver
 Have a passion for all things ICT and Computing
 A superb attitude to learning and want to achieve to the best of your ability
 Be working at least a grade 6 for maths.
Future Pathways
This can lead you to study A-level or other Level 3 Computing courses. This course can lead to careers in
game design, software engineering and almost any other job in the technology sector. The growth and
evolution of new technologies means in the future there will be many jobs that require computing skills
that have not even been made yet!

BTEC Tech Award in Performing Arts: Drama
“Logic will get you from A to B. Imagination will take you everywhere.”
Albert Einstein
Welcome to the most fun, engaging, practical subject there is!
If you have enjoyed Drama before, you should be picking this option!
What is the course about?
You will play many parts in different imaginary situations as well as developing valuable skills and techniques
in different disciplines. You will have the opportunity to create your own work, as well as look at plays written
by other people. You will enjoy this course if you want to study a subject that is practical, creative and learn
about the performing arts industry. You may have done some acting before or helped out backstage on a
production.
Examination and Assessment
The course is a range of projects and assignments, which are assessed by your teacher and one assignment
is externally examined. Some projects will involve all disciplines in performing arts working together to
produce a show. Lessons are mostly practical with an emphasis on working in a team to prepare for
performances. Throughout your performing arts lessons you will develop your technical performance skills
in a fun and challenging way. There will also be some written tasks as you prepare for your performances.
Learners are required to complete and achieve all the components included in the qualification:




Exploring the Performing Arts 30%
Developing Skills and Techniques in the performing arts 30%
Performing to a Brief 40%

What Independent Learning will be expected of me?
To revise for practical work and complete extra rehearsals when it nears the Drama exam.
To be successful you need to…
Be prepared to perform at all times: this is a performance subject that will involve performing to a variety of
audiences including students, parents and staff and to explore ideas creatively through movement, facial
expression and vocal work. Imagination and creativity are so important in Drama. You will also need to be
prepared to work with everyone in the class, including those outside of your friendship groups.
Future pathways
Choosing this option does not mean that you have to be an actor – drama and theatre studies
qualifications are appreciated by all employers; this is because you will have developed your confidence,
team work skills and leadership skills - which will be transferable to any job. However, if you do want a job
within the performing arts industry this qualification will help.

BTEC Tech Award in Performing Arts: Musical
Theatre
“Logic will get you from A to B. Imagination will take you everywhere.”
Albert Einstein
Do you want to sing, dance and act?
If you have enjoyed performing before, you should be picking this option!
What is the course about?
You will have the opportunity to developing valuable skills and techniques in three different disciplines:
singing, dancing and acting. You will have the opportunity to create your own performance work, as well
as look at musical theatre productions written by other people. You will enjoy this course if you want to
study a subject that is practical, creative and learn about the performing arts industry. You may have done
some acting before or helped out backstage on a production.
Examination and Assessment
The course is a range of projects and assignments, which are assessed by your teacher and one assignment
is externally examined. Some projects will involve all disciplines in performing arts working together to
produce a show. Lessons are mostly practical with an emphasis on working in a team to prepare for
performances. Throughout your performing arts lessons you will develop your technical performance skills
in a fun and challenging way. There will also be some written tasks as you prepare for your performances.
Learners are required to complete and achieve all the components included in the qualification:




Exploring the Performing Arts 30%
Developing Skills and Techniques in the performing arts 30%
Performing to a Brief 40%

What Independent Learning will be expected of me?
To revise for practical work and complete extra rehearsals when it nears the Performing Arts exam.
To be successful you need to…
Be prepared to perform at all times: this is a performance subject that will involve performing to a variety of
audiences including students, parents and staff and to explore ideas creatively through dance, acting and
singing. Imagination and creativity are so important in Musical Theatre. You will also need to be prepared
to work with everyone in the class, including those outside of your friendship groups.
Future pathways
Choosing this option does not mean that you have to be a musical theatre performer; performing arts
qualifications are appreciated by all employers; this is because you will have developed your confidence,
team work skills and leadership skills - which will be transferable to any job. However, if you do want a job
within the performing arts industry this qualification will help.

Hospitality and Catering (Food)
What is the course about?
The hospitality and catering industry is a huge sector and includes restaurants, bars, hotels, cafes and
anywhere else that serves food. This means that there is an enormous amount of job opportunities,
especially for young people, both in the kitchen and front of house. This course gives students the
opportunity to learn how these businesses operate and how they plan and cook exciting menus that
meet customer needs. There is a big focus on practical skills – preparing and cooking a huge range of
dishes from around the world and introducing students to new ingredients and flavours. These skills
are an essential part of adult life and a significant factor in living a healthy lifestyle.
Examination and Assessment
 Unit 1 – 90 minute computer exam.
 Unit 2 – Coursework project – planning and
cooking a two course restaurant menu that
meets the specific needs of a target group.
What Independent Learning will be expected of me?
 Bringing ingredients for practical lessons.
 Homework tasks to secure lesson time learning.

To be successful you need to…

Have an open mind to new foods and flavours
that you won’t have tried before.

Be prepared for a balance of theory and
practical work. You will cook in around half of your
lessons, the other half will be classwork that develops
literacy skills and builds subject knowledge.

Enjoy cooking – this will mean spending lessons
on your feet!
Future Pathways

Countless job opportunities in hotels, bars,
pubs, airlines, restaurants, supermarkets, street food
markets and product development.

Hair and Beauty
Students who choose this course will study how hair and beauty has developed from ancient times to the
present day and develop hair styling, make-up and manicure technical skills to produce photographic images.
Students will explore ethics of product testing, effects of ingredients on hair and skin and how disorders of
the hair and skin can impact services.
What is the course about?
This qualification is theory based (with practical elements) and has three units - Unit 201: Exploring the world
of hair and beauty, Unit 202: Science of hair and beauty and Unit 203: Design in the hair and beauty sector.
The qualification develops the following knowledge, understanding and skills:
 Specific services carried out within the hair and beauty sectors, roles and responsibilities and typical
working patterns.
 Evolution of hair and beauty from use in ancient times to the mid-90s.
 How technological advancements, changes to the economy, and social factors have influenced the
sector.
 Chemistry of cosmetics and biology related to hair and beauty.
 Uses of design and images for business use technical hair styling, make-up and manicure skills.
Examination and Assessment
 A synoptic assignment (assessed through practical and written tasks).
 An externally set exam (sat under examination conditions).
What Independent Learning will be expected of me?
Students will be expected to complete approximately 1 hour of Independent
Learning per week and this can involve research tasks, activity sheets and building
vocabulary through spelling tasks.
To be successful you need to…
 Be equally as motivated at written work as with practical work.
 Have a passion for all things Hair and Beauty related.
 A superb attitude to learning and want to achieve to the best of your ability.
 Be highly self-driven, creative and motivated.
Future Pathways
Successful students can expect to go on to Level 2 or 3 courses in Hairdressing, Beauty Therapy, Alternative
Therapies or Media Makeup. The course could also lead to an Apprenticeship in the Hair and Beauty industry
(or an industry it links with for example Stage, Theatre or Fashion).
Possible careers include: Hairdresser, Nail technician, Beauty Therapist, Make-up Artist, Aroma-therapist and
many more.

Health and Social Care
Healthcare covers more than caring for people who are ill. It also involves creating new and better
treatments as well as educating people about healthy lifestyles.
What is the course about?
Health and Social Care can open your world up to so many different careers. The units covered in this
course include:
 Human Lifespan Development: this unit will enable you to explore how individuals develop
physically, intellectually, emotionally and socially over time. You will also investigate how various
factors, events and choices may influence an individual’s growth and development.
 Health and Social Care Services and Values: this unit will discuss the health and social care services
which are available. You will also identify why people might need to use these services and explore
the factors which might stop people from accessing the services they need.
 Health and well-being: this unit will enable you to learn all about what ‘healthy’ means to different
people. You will create a health and well- being improvement plan for an individual based on a
brief.
Examination and Assessment
 Component 1: Human Lifespan Development (30%) This unit is internally assessed through the use
of coursework
 Component 2: Health and Social Care Services and Values (30%) This unit is internally assessed
through the use of coursework
 Component 3: Health and Well-Being (40%) This unit is externally assessed, you will be required to
create a health and wellbeing improvement plan for someone based on a brief.
What Independent Learning will be expected of me?
 Independent learning will be set on a weekly basis to consolidate your learning in class.
To be successful you need to…
 Be prepared to work hard in class and on independent learning task
 Be organised by bringing equipment and meet coursework deadlines
 Look out for interesting TV programmes and news articles to watch and read to support your
learning
Future Pathways
 BTEC Level 3 Health and Social Care
 Careers include nursing, childminder, teacher, doctor, police, health visitor, midwife, social worker,
dietician and so much more.

GCSE History
Have a passion for History?
The GCSE History course takes you from 1066 right up to the present day.
From William the Conqueror and the Battle of Hastings, to the barber surgeons of the Middle Ages and the
discovery of germs and DNA. You will also study the rise of the Nazi Party and the dropping of the atomic
bomb, as well as the fall of the Berlin Wall.
All the best bits of British and International History rolled into one. If this sounds interesting then GCSE
History is for you!
What is the course about?
 GCSE History covers the key skills of researching and explaining historical events, analysing
historical sources and debating political and social events.
 The GCSE is made up of 4 parts. The Norman Invasion of 1066, a study into medicine and health
over time, an investigation into the rise of Adolf Hitler and life in Nazi Germany, and finally The Cold
War from 1945 – 1972.
Examination and Assessment
The current GCSE course is made up of the following elements:
Paper 1: Understanding the Modern World (2 hours)
 Germany 1890 to 1945
 Conflict and Tension between East and West 1945 – 1972
Paper 2: Shaping the Nation (2 hours)
 Britain: Health and the people c1000
 The Norman Invasion 1066 - 1100
What Independent Learning will be expected of me?
 Weekly knowledge quizzes and practice exam questions will be set by the class teacher. You will
receive structured revision schedules before Mini Tests, Big Tests and Progress Exams.
To be successful you need to…
 Be prepared to work hard in class and at home. This is an academic subject and you will be
expected to learn a large amount of knowledge and be able to write about it.
 You will be required to complete extended writing most lessons, which will normally be exam-style
questions.
 Be confident in your approach to every lesson and share your ideas.
Future Pathways
 Success in GCSE History can help you move on to study Level 2 or Level 3 courses at college
including A Level History and university.
 GCSE History can help you gain a career in the following areas; Journalism, Politics, Education, Law,
Advertisement, Marketing and many more.

Creative iMedia - ICT
ICT is different to Computer Science. Computer Science is about
learning how a computer works whereas ICT is about learning how to
use a computer. So many industries and jobs require the use of good
ICT skills; from running your own business to teaching to nursing.
What is the course about?
You will begin learning about graphics editing. This will involve using
graphics editing software such as Photoshop. You will then learn how
to make websites and learn about how ICT can be used in the planning
and delivery of business projects. There is a lot of hands-on ‘skillbased’ lessons where you learn how to make and edit ICT solutions,
such as the last unit where you get to learn how to design your own
computer game concept.
Examination and Assessment
 R081 Pre-Production Skills Exam 25%
 R082 Graphics Editing (Coursework) 25%
 R085 Website Design (Coursework) 25%
 R091 Designing Computer Games (Coursework) 25%
What Independent Learning will be expected of me?
 To complete regular extended learning tasks given, this is normally one hour per week. It will
sometimes be more around assessment times.
 Practice with specialist software in the ICT rooms, or on the portal, whenever you can.
To be successful you need to…
 Be creative
 Be hardworking and resilient
 Be self-motivated
 Enjoy using computers
Future Pathways
 This can lead you to study A-level or other Level 3 ICT courses. This course can lead to careers in
web development, graphics editing, web and app development. Similarly, this course would provide
a good foundation for a technology based apprenticeship.

GCSE Photography
What is the course about?
Photography is about exploring an idea in a creative way and learning how
to express it in order to create a final outcome. Within the GCSE you will
explore a range of key skills:


landscape photography (working from the urban and rural
environment)



still life photography (working from objects or from the natural
world)



documentary photography, photojournalism



fashion photography
Looking at the work of other artists and craftspeople for inspiration is
also a big part of your own artistic development and trips to galleries
or local areas of interest will help you to develop your work. It is also
essential to be able to write about and express your opinion about
your work and the work of other artists and photographers. You will
be required to draw, write and produce your own ideas.
Examination and Assessment
Over the three years you will complete several projects. This will make
up your Portfolio and is worth 60% of your final mark.
In Year 11 you will undertake an externally set assignment (ESA) which
is worth 40% of your final mark. The final mark that you receive will be
based on both Portfolio (60%) and ESA (40%). At the end of the course
you will be awarded a number from 1-9 (1 being the lowest and 9
being the highest).

What Independent Learning will be expected of me?
You will be expected to complete at least one hour of Extended
Learning per week. Students can complete this at home or during Art
Club which runs in the art rooms at most break times and after
school.
To be successful you need to…
be curious, be open minded, enjoy being creative, be prepared to
work outside of lessons as well as working hard during lessons and
have the ability to stick at something even if it doesn’t go according
to plan. You don’t need your own camera but being able to use the
camera on your phone would help. You will also need to download
apps to help you manipulate photos.
Future Pathways:
A-level Photography, BTEC Level 3 Photography, Media courses, any
art related A-level or BTEC.

GCSE Separate Science
Studying Biology, Chemistry and Physics as separate sciences is the gateway to access many highly
rewarding careers in fields that include engineering, computing, scientific research, medicine and
architecture. It is one of the most challenging and exciting subjects you could choose which is essential for
anyone considering further study or a career in science and those who have a real passion for
understanding more about the world we live in.
How is this course different to Combined Science?
 You achieve three separate GCSE science qualifications
 More content is covered meaning you are better prepared for
science ‘A’ Levels
 You have a greater number of science lessons each week
 Increased emphasis on cross curricular links with maths and
problem solving and investigation skills
 Please see the combined science page for more information on
content covered
Examination and Assessment
 This is a GCSE course that is 100% externally examined. There is no course work. The qualification
consists of six final exam papers sat at either Foundation or Higher Tier
 A number of Required Practical Activities must be completed in class time
What Independent Learning will be expected of me?
 You will be expected to complete independent learning tasks at least once a week. This will consist
of a range of activities including practice exam questions, retrieval practice tasks, using knowledge
organisers and attendance at revision sessions
 Home study is absolutely essential to succeed in this challenging subject
To be successful you need to…
 Be resilient! Think! Ask questions! Develop an enquiring mind!
 Engage with practical science and experiments
 Be prepared to attend revision sessions, complete extended
learning, study at home
 Have a real passion and interest for science
Future Pathways
 ‘A’ level Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Human Biology
 Higher level technology and healthcare apprenticeships
 University courses
 Jobs include: Engineer, Forensic Scientist, Doctor, Dentist, Physiotherapist, Medical Researcher,
Cyber Security, Military, Electrician, Architect

GCSE Spanish
There are more than 400 million Spanish speakers worldwide. It is the official language in twenty-one
countries and is the third most widely-spoken language in the world, after English and Mandarin.
We believe being able to speak another language is an essential tool in the cosmopolitan world we live in. If
you are bilingual you will be more marketable and have more career choices than your monolingual
counterpart when you leave school.
What is the course about?


Do you enjoy talking to people and learning about the world we live in?



Are you interested in travel, discovering new cultures, festivals and traditions?



Do you want to stand out when applying for jobs, colleges and universities?



Would you like a trip to Spain?
Then the three year GCSE Spanish course is for you!



You will communicate on three themes: identity and culture, local, national, international and global
areas of interest and current and future study and employment





Develop the skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing on topics within these themes.





Express your opinion and to give full descriptions of how these topics relate to you as a young person.

Examination and Assessment
Students will be assessed in four main skills: speaking, listening, reading and writing. Within these skills,
students will also need to demonstrate their ability to: transcribe, translate and understand literary texts like
poetry and novels in Spanish. All exams will take place at the end of year 11 and will be equally weighted:
(25% each). Students will be entered for either higher or foundation.
What Extended Learning will be expected of me?




Learn and memorise key words, phrases and grammar for Extended Learning.
Complete a variety of reading, listening, speaking and writing tasks every week.
Access listening tasks via the internet. This can be done at school if necessary.

To be successful you need to…




Work hard, participate in lessons and
complete all Extended Learning.
Be positive, show resilience and work well,
both independently and as part of a team.
Prepare and revise properly for Big Tests.

Future pathways



Further study at college or university.
Employment in a wide variety of sectors. For
example: travel and tourism, import/export,
airport

OCR Cambridge National – Sport Studies
What is the course about?
Students at year 9 who select PE will study the Cambridge national qualification in Sport Studies. This is a
tremendous opportunity for all those with a general interest in sport to learn more about the practical and
academic side of physical activity and sport. The theoretical element of the course enables students to gain
a deep understanding of the physiological, psychological and sociological components of sport and exercise,
whilst the practical element offers students the chance to take on an individual sport and a team sport of
their choosing
Examination and Assessment


Unit 1: Contemporary issues in sport (Exam based assessment)

This unit sets the context of sport within the wider environment and how it reflects society and its
values. Students will explore a range of topical and contemporary issues in sport, as well as the
promotion of values and ethical behaviour through sport.


Unit 2: Developing sports skills (Practical and Coursework Assessment)

Students will develop their skills, techniques and use of tactics/strategies/compositional ideas in
both an individual and a team sporting activity. Students will also improve their understanding of
the rules to allow them to act in a number of officiating roles within an activity.


Unit 3: Sports leadership (Practical and Coursework Assessment)

In this unit, students learn more about different leadership roles and styles. They will then go onto
to plan and deliver effective and safe sessions and evaluate their own performance.


Unit 4: Outdoor Adventure (Practical and Coursework Assessment)

This is largely a practical unit where students will learn about the various activities involved in
outdoor adventure. Students will experience Canoeing, Orienteering and Climbing and be expected
to assess the risk associated with these types of activities
What Independent Learning will be expected of me?
 Regular extended learning tasks will be assigned
 Attendance of enrichment clubs with leadership responsibilities
 Representing the Academy in chosen sports
To be successful you need to…
 Bring full MEA PE kit to every
lesson
 Have an outstanding attitude to
learning
 Have a keen interest in a variety of
sports
Future Pathways
 Level 3 BTEC in Sport
 ‘A’ level Physical Education
 Jobs including: teaching, coaching and physiotherapy.

Travel and Tourism
What is the course about?
This course uses the Travel and Tourism industry to develop students
business and customer service skills. It is not necessary to know much
about the Travel and Tourism industry, but for students who want to
one day progress into employment dealing with customers in a
business setting.
The Course involves trips and visits to a range of tourist destinations and venues. If you would like to learn
about popular tourist destinations or you are planning to work in the Customer Service/ Retail or Business
environments this course will give you the skills you need!
Units studied are:





Unit 1: The UK Travel and Tourism Sector
Unit 2: UK Travel and Tourism Destinations
Unit 3: The Travel and Tourism Customer Experience
Unit 4: International Travel and Tourism Destinations

Examination and Assessment
The course is coursework and examination based. Students must complete four units one of which is
externally assessed that will account for 25% of the total grade.
What Independent Learning will be expected of me?
 Coursework Assignments completed in own time.
 Regular extended learning tasks will be assigned.
To be successful you need to…
Be outgoing, energetic and highly motivated with a keen interest in developing their communication skills,
careers in customer service and people orientated.
Future Pathways
You may wish to continue your education and progress to a Level 3 qualification in the 6th Form. This can
lead to a degree in Travel and Tourism, other business-linked courses or alternatively employment in, for
example, a UK travel agency or overseas work in holiday resorts.

Year 9 Curriculum 2019-2020 FORM M Draft
Name:

Interviewer:

All students will study Maths GCSE, English Language GCSE, English Literature GCSE, Science GCSE and
Fantastic Futures and P.E. (non-qualification).
In addition please choose five options in order of preference, with 1 being your first choice. We will try to
give you 3 of your 5 choices.
Students will also study Geography or History, please choose one.
Rank your top 5 choices from 1
(first choice) to 5

Tick which subject you would prefer. We
will try to give you your choice.

GCSE Art, Craft and
Design**
GCSE Textiles Design**
GCSE Three Dimensional
Design**
Business
Computer Science*
Drama (Musical Theatre)**
Drama (Acting)**
Food
Hair and Beauty
Health and Social Care
History*
I Media
Photography
Separate Science *
Spanish*
Sports Studies
Travel and Tourism

Geography
History

Interview please confirm choices:
1st

2nd

3rd

4th

5th

**You will only be able to study ONE of these courses
* Suitable for More able students
Career plans (if any):

When you are 18 do you think you would like to:
Start an apprenticeship/work?
Go to University?
I understand the following:
•It is unlikely that I will be able to change my selections above once the courses begin.
•Option choices are subject to minimum numbers of students selecting that subject and may be withdrawn at any
time. If this happens I will be guided in choosing an alternative option.
•The Academy will try to grant my first two choices but this may not always be possible.
•I will try my best to ensure that I achieve the highest grade possible. This includes completing Extended Learning
tasks when asked.

Signed: ___________________________ Date: ___________________

