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Fond Farewell 
to Mr Eldon
We will be very sad to say 
goodbye to Mr Eldon at the 
end of the summer term but we 
also feel so incredibly lucky to 
have had such an inspirational 
leader at MEA for the past 7 years. Students, staff and 
the Wythenshawe community will have many fond 
memories of his time here, some of which we have 
shared on page 2. 

We wish him much happiness and success 
in his future career and know that MEA and 
Wythenshawe will remain extremely close to 
his heart!  
(see page 2 for more details)

Summer Term  July 2018

We are delighted to introduce our new Principal – Mr David Bell. 
Many of you may already be aware that Mr James Eldon is leaving MEA at the 
end of the summer term and Mr Bell, formerly Senior Vice-Principal & Trust 
Curriculum Director, will be taking up the reins as Interim Principal.

Mr Bell spent many years in education working in school improvement services 
at local authority level immediately prior to joining MEA in 2010. He has been at 
the forefront of many initiatives that have seen MEA 
transformed into the thriving academy it is today. 
Mr Bell worked tirelessly to bring the Durie 
Building to the MEA campus and also played 
a leading role in the creation of MEA Central, 
another Altius Trust School in Fallowfield.

Mr Bell already knows the students and 
community well and is thrilled at the opportunity 
to continue to work in Wythenshawe and to 
move MEA further forward. He will be working 
alongside Vice-Principals, Ms Jarvis and Ms 
McLaren, and our key partners - Wythenshawe 
Community Housing Group, Manchester 
Airport Group, Lloyds Banking Group, 
Accenture and Manchester City Council.

MEA’s vision has always been ‘a fantastic future for all’ and Mr Bell is 
totally committed to providing our students with exactly this.

Year 5s from our local feeder primary schools had a fantastic day with 
us in June and were wonderful ambassadors for their primaries.  
It was lovely to get so many high fives as they left the building, MEA-style, through 
our guard of honour with an ice-lolly in hand - very much needed during our 
heatwave!

Year 11s looked amazing at their Prom at The Village Hotel in Cheadle. There 
was lots of laughter and reminiscing and they continued to make their final MEA 
memories a wonderful celebration of their five years at MEA. 

A taste of MEA!

Meet our new Principal

Class of 2018 Celebrate
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(see back page for more photos from the night)

Newsletter
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In stitches at the Year 11 Leavers Assembly 2018 

MEA’s Principal  
James Eldon

Principal’s Message:  
Seven wonderful years
In many cultures the number ‘7’ is considered lucky and I certainly feel very lucky 
to have enjoyed seven wonderful years at MEA. The journey we have been on 
during this time has been amazing and, although tough at times, I am so proud of 
where we are at this point in our story.

MEA was my first headship and in many ways I think that was a blessing as we 
didn’t follow a usual formula, from the beginning we tried to do things differently. 
We wanted to prove that a Wythenshawe school working with some incredibly 
supportive local businesses could do things differently for local children. The early 
years were hard, Ofsted put us in the lowest inspection category and we had little 
money. Yet, there were incredible staff in the Academy who worked amazingly 
hard and our families were really supportive of the changes we were introducing.
The word started to get out that the previous reputation of the predecessor schools 
was no longer accurate – MEA was something different.

There have been so many achievements along the way; the first time a school 
on this site has ever achieved a ‘Good’ inspection from Ofsted, we were awarded 
‘Secondary School of the Year’ for Greater Manchester, we were asked to visit 
10 Downing Street to discuss how we transformed the Academy, and we have 
completed the £11.6 million renovation of the Academy’s campus and facilities. It 
is wonderful that our students now have world class facilities in all subjects with 
our new Theatre, Art studios, Science labs and amazing full size 3G all-weather 
pitch for sport.

Most importantly, we have fantastic staff across the Academy. It used to be 
quite difficult to recruit excellent people to the Academy because of our previous 
reputation, now we have specialist teachers across the curriculum and the quality 
of our staff development is producing really exciting young staff and ambitious 
leaders. Schools can have superb facilities and still not be very good – it is the 
quality of the people that make a school successful and I have been lucky to lead 
the best staff team I have ever worked with. Our sponsors have backed us all the 
way and their business acumen has added to both the opportunities we can offer 
students and to our ability to improve at a rapid rate.

Finally, I would like to thank you – our parents, carers and community members. 
Even when MEA wasn’t seen positively, Wythenshawe always made clear to me 
that it wanted an excellent school in the heart of the area. It has been wonderful 
to share our success with all our families and to listen to their aspirations for the 
school and our students. MEA is not just in safe hands, it is in great hands and Mr 
Bell and the team will move the Academy forward to its next chapter of success. 
It has been the most incredible seven years of my career and I wish you all luck 
and will miss you dearly.

Official opening of The Durie Building in 2017 
(with Mike Kane MP and Head Boy/Girl).

Official opening of MEA Central 2017

With Head Boy & Girl 2017-18

On site during building work

Visiting 10 Downing Street.

NEWS from Manchester Enterprise Academy

‘Students are extremely proud of their school’ – Ofsted

With Sir Alex Ferguson CBE for the official opening of  MEA’s 3G all-weather pitches in 2014. 

A great sport!   

Modelling for Teenage Cancer 

Trust’s ‘Runway on the Runway’
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Rewards, Rewards 
& More Rewards 
Well done to all the Year 7, 8 and 9 students who 
were recognised during their year group’s Reward 
Assemblies. A variety of rewards were presented 
for Attitude to Learning, Attendance, Contribution in 
Lessons, Academic Achievement and Effort. Students 
earned places on reward trips or prizes and we were 
also delighted to have parents/carers join us for the 
celebrations. Well done to all our wonderful students!

Suffrage Art Club
MEA students interested in History and Art took part in 
an after-school ‘Suffrage Art Club’ where they created a 
collaged portrait of Emmeline Pankhurst from primary 
sources such as leaflets, newspaper clippings and 
photographs. Their work was displayed until the end 
of June in Manchester Central Library at an exhibition 
on ‘Suffrage in Manchester.’ The project was run by 
Historic England’s Heritage Schools Programme and 
Archives+ at Manchester Libraries. Well done to all the 
students involved - it truly was a masterpiece!

Amazing Valencia!
MEA students had an amazing trip to Valencia this term. They completed a course at the language school 
during the first two days and then got the opportunity to do some serious sightseeing. They enjoyed 
a historical walking tour of the city centre with lunch at the market, completed a tour of Valencia Football 
Club, enjoyed some shopping and took part in a Paella cooking and tasting experience. On day three they 
took to two wheels on their bikes and saw the city from a different perspective including a fabulous trip to 
the City of Arts & Sciences and then time on the beach at the San Juan Festival. The trip would not have 
been complete without a visit to the amazing Oceanographic on their final day - this is one of Europe’s 
largest oceanographic parks allowing visitors to get a glimpse of all the oceans of the world in one place.  
It was certainly a trip of a lifetime!

West End Trip  
for Performing Arts
At the end of April 40 Performing Arts students enjoyed 
an amazing trip to London to see a West End show 
‘School of Rock: The Musical’ and also to take in 
the sights (London Eye, Tate Modern, Houses of 
Parliament, Big Ben and Buckingham Palace). They 
had a brilliant time with fantastic seats for the show 
and were enthralled from start to finish. The students 
were also hugely inspired by the young performers in 
the cast. On the second day they took part in a superb 
workshop at the world famous Pineapple Dance Studio 
with the show’s dance coach and a cast member. The 
students learnt a dance routine and wowed the 
coaches with their dance skills!

Unicef Rights 
Respecting 
School

We are delighted to announce that we have achieved 
our ‘Bronze: Rights Committed’ Award from Unicef UK 
as a first stage towards the Rights Respecting School 
award. Many thanks to Miss Clough, Year 7 Pastoral 
Strategy Leader, for leading on this and many thanks 
to The Willows and Haveley Hey for their support.

Festival of Chemistry 
Competition
A group of four Year 7’s and four Year 8’s attended The 
Salter’s Institute - Festival of Chemistry competition 
(The Mystery of the Missing Centenary Trophy) at the 
University of Salford. 
Congratulations to our students - they won 
1st, 2nd & 3rd place! Hard work, tenacity and a 
level-headed scientific approach meant they came out 
top in the ‘codebreaking challenge’.
It was an amazing day which the students really 
enjoyed. Some of the senior lecturers (all PhD’s in 
their respective fields) commented how hardworking 
and focussed the MEA students were and how well 
they represented the Academy.

Winner of two MEN Schools Awards – 2015/16 & 2016/17
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‘Games Controller’ Project : Year 8 
Design Technology students worked skilfully on 
their prototype games controllers producing some 
innovative designs from Styrofoam material.

Geography Field Trip : Year 10 GCSE Geography students collected data 
to help towards their final GCSE on a great field trip to the river. They all worked really 
well and had lovely sunny weather.

On yer bike! : Students have been getting some 
great experience with bicyles this term. In June the popular 
Dr Bike helped students with a free health check as part 
of National Bike Week and we also had a visit from iCycle 
this term who offered students an experience on lots of 
different bicycles, including a Penny Farthing!

Lexia Programme :  Many congratulations to the students who have been 
successful in achieving the various levels of the Lexia Reading Programme. Keep up the 
great work everyone, your commitment has been fantastic!

Colour Theory 
Year 7 painted these 
great pictures using 
their knowledge of 
colour mixing and 
adding analogous 
and complimentary 
colours to their work. 

Thread 
Bearing 
Witness : Year 8 
students took part in a 
project called ‘Thread 
Bearing Witness’, part 
of a larger artwork 
completed by the 
artist Alice Kettle. 
The artwork entitled 
‘Forest’ intends to 
draw attention to the 
plight of refugees and 
will be on show from 
September at the 
Whitworth Art Gallery. 

Trip to MOSI & Manchester : Year 7s 
enjoyed a fabulous city trip to Manchester and the 
Museum of Science & Industry where they viewed 
different exhibitions from the evolution of aircraft to 
the development of Manchester’s industrial revolution 
and took part in lots of presentations and experiments.

Speakers Trust : 25 Year 10 girls took part in the 
Greater Manchester ‘Speak Out’ challenge and had an      
amazing time during their workshop with 82% of them 
feeling far more confident to speak publicly afterwards.  
MEA is now through to the regional finals in July!   
– Watch this space!

NEWS from Manchester Enterprise Academy

‘Vibrant community that treats you like family’ – Ofsted
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Team Building with the RAF : Fifty 
lucky Year 9 students spent the day with the RAF 
developing their team building and soft skills!  The 
activities were the kind which RAF recruits themselves 
have to undertake and our RAF guests were full of 
compliments and praise for our Year 9 students who 
took part!

Alice in Wonderland Production : We are so excited to see the 
forthcoming production of Alice which had not taken place at the time we went to 
print.  Everybody has worked so hard to prepare for it and we know it will be amazing! 
Here is a snapshot from one of the rehearsals.

Year 7 Summer Ball : What a fantastic evening the Year 7s had - dressed to impress with some superb 
dance moves going on, including Mr King’s attempt at the worm!  
All proceeds from the night were donated to Wythenshawe Hospital’s Neonatal Unit.

STEM workshop 
for Year 9s : The 
Bloodhound Educational 
Group delivered two great 
workshops around careers 
in Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Maths 
and they all had a go 
at making rockets and 
rocket-powered cars.

Visit to Chester & 
Falconry Centre : 
Year 10s had a fabulous 
SMSC trip to Chester 
Cathedral and the 
Falconry Centre with some 
students even facing their 
fear of snakes by actually 
holding one and others 
experienced hands-on 
feeding of vultures.

Audio Amplifier Project : Year 9 Design & 
Technology students produced some amazing audio 
amplifiers using Computer Aided Design to laser cut 
the final product. Some of the students even managed 
to laser etch a biomimicry-inspired pattern onto the 
surface!

Accenture’s ‘Employ Me’ Finalists : 
Sixteen Year 7 finalists did their final pitches and interviews 
at Kingsley Hall with Trust & Academy Partner, Accenture.  
Well done to everybody involved. The judges were really 
impressed.

Qué aproveche! (enjoy your food!) : Year 9  Spanish students had the 
opportunity to learn how to make the Mexican snack ‘Quesadillas’.‘Muchas gracias’ to 
Mr Kimber who took the time to help us make this tasty, traditional dish.

‘Spiritual, moral, social and cultural provision is outstanding’ Ofsted
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There’s been a real ‘buzz’ in the art department this term as our 
students set about decorating our very own contribution to ‘Bee 
in the City’, a fantastic initiative which has culminated in a huge 
public art exhibition and sculpture trail across various locations 
around Manchester during the Summer.
The MEA students were among 30,000 young people and 130 schools and youth groups who took part and had a 
wonderful time designing and decorating it. They also took part in the ‘Hive of Creativity’ workshops and enjoyed 
a tour of the Little Bee Trail in Manchester.The project was presented by Wild in Art and backed by Manchester 
City Council. For more information about the project and the trail please visit http://beeinthecitymcr.co.uk/.  
Our bee is now in its ‘hive’ in the Forum where you can go and pay it a visit.

‘Effectiveness of Sixth Form provision is good’ – Ofsted

Action for Conservation 
Winners!
Year 9s have been involved in a brilliant ‘Action for 
Conservation’ project where they had to design a 
campaign which had a positive environmental impact 
on the Academy. We are delighted to announce 
that The Plastic Protectors won the regional 
championships. Their campaign is designed to 
encourage reusing plastic bottles to cut down on the 
amount of single use plastic consumed within MEA. 
Watch this space as their poster campaign is about to 
be rolled out to encourage a 50% reduction in waste! 
Many congratulations to the team!

Debate Mate Cup
Debating students who took part in the regional 
Debate Mate Cup performed brilliantly in four 
different rounds with confidence, poise and quick, 
responsive thinking. Two students won individual 
prizes, one for the most improved speaker in 
Manchester and one for best floor debate.   
Well done debaters!

Diversity Ambassadors
Our Diversity Ambassadors have had another fantastic 
term and have delivered some great assemblies 
to Ringway Primary and Haveley Hey. Mr King 
was blown away, yet again by their confidence and 
leadership skills when they delivered their workshops 
to the primary students which explored Manchester’s 
rich cultural diversity and identity. The ambassadors 
are also currently pulling together their first diversity 
publication. We look forward to seeing it.

Healthy Eating Week 
11 June marked the start of Healthy Eating 
Week and our Healthy Schools Action Group 
began their campaign of getting everyone to 
drink more water. 
They delivered some fantastic assemblies to years 
7,8 and 9 and also to Haveley Hey Primary School. 
Mrs Sealy is incredibly proud of the work the team 
are doing. To round off the week FUN kitchen came 
to MEA to teach us about healthy Chinese cuisine. 
Students learnt about the different flavours from the 
Chinese provinces and 20 students from years 8, 9 
and 10 cooked up an amazing chicken in black bean 
sauce (served with egg noodles) which was lower in 
fat, cheaper, quicker and just as tasty as a take-away.

GMP  
Giving Back 
Initiative
MEA were successful in their bid for 
funding through the GMP Giving Back to 
our Communities initiative. We are now able 
to purchase a bike trailer to support the work being 
done with our young people during the holidays. It will 
enable the students to travel further afield and enjoy 
the delights of cycling in different terrain.

MEA’s Bee in the City
NEWS from Manchester Enterprise Academy
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Duke of Edinburgh 
Bronze Award
The practice expedition for 36 Bronze award students 
was a huge success when they completed an 8 km 
walk and overnight camp at Roman Lakes, Marple. 
The students are now well prepared for their assessed 
expedition in July.

Unified Football 
Tournament
Children from Manchester United Foundation partner 
schools, such as MEA, and local special educational 
needs (SEN) schools took part in a World Cup themed 
tournament called Unified Football at the club’s Aon 
Training Complex. Manchester United ambassador 
Andrew Cole took part in activities and presented the 
medals. Well done Team MEA.

Year 7 & 8 Boys  
Cup Semi-Finals
Year 7 boys have had a fantastic season playing some 
superb football. They reached the semi-finals of the 
Manchester cup but were unfortunately knocked out 
by reigning champions, Wright Robinson High School.

Year 8s also reached the semi-finals of the cup at the 
end of April and played Manchester Communications 
Academy in an away fixture. Unfortunately they lost 
6-3 but played some great football. 

Well done to all the players involved – you certainly 
did yourselves and MEA very proud.

Foundation 
Tournament 
The Year 7 Boys Football team took part in a 
Manchester United Foundation tournament this term 
at Manchester Health Academy. The tournament was 
run in conjunction with the United under 18s who are 
all on professional contracts. Angel Gomez, who has 
played for United’s first team took part. 

Brandon L was the star MEA player and the 
team came 3rd overall.

Many congratulations to Karl P (Year 9) and Lewis H 
(Year 11) for their hard work and dedication as Ball 
Assistants at Manchester United this season.   

We are loving this official photo with  
José Mourinho!

World Cup Tournament
The Year 8 interform football tournament was a huge 
success with over 50 students taking part. Some 
excellent football, behaviour and sportsmanship was 
displayed. The final was England (8Bronte) v Brazil 
(8Morrison) and the winners were 8Bronte (England).

Basketball 
Championships
Five of our Year 7s were fantastic ambassadors 
for MEA at their first ever Year 7 basketball 
championships at the National Basketball 
Performance Centre.
Competing against other well established basketball 
schools was a challenge, but the boys went on to 
win 2 games and got through to the play-offs which 
resulted in a head to head against MEA Central, our 
sister school in Fallowfield. We won this game 18-8 
and went on to become Group B runners-up – an 
outstanding achievement.

Year 7 & 8 Rounders
Years 7 & 8 enjoyed two great fixtures of rounders 
against MHA this term. Year 8 played at home and 
won convincingly and Year 7 played away at MHA but 
unfortunately came second by a close 20-17. Both 
teams played really well and demonstrated fantastic 
sportsmanship.

MEA Ball Assistants at MUFC
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New School Day
This is our new School Day, designed to offer students 
the best experience at lunch and break time with the 
growing numbers in the academy.

Year 10 – phone extension 5
PSL: Mr Reece  C&C Mgr: Ms Paxton

Year 11 – phone extension 6
PSL: Ms Neary  C&C Mgr: Ms Smith

Sixth Form – phone extension 7
Strategic Leader:   Mr Thornton

If your child is unable to attend the Academy, please 
leave a message on 0161 499 2726

PSL – Pastoral Strategy Leader
C&C Mgr – Character & Culture Manager 

Co
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Year 7 – phone extension 2
PSL: Ms Clough  C&C Mgr: Mr Millar 

Year 8 – phone extension 3
PSL: Ms Sealy  C&C Mgr: Ms Hope 

Year 9 – phone extension 4
PSL: Ms Marsland  C&C Mgr: Mrs Conway 

Phone 0161 499 2726
General MEA email: admin@meacad.org.uk 
Simonsway, Wythenshawe, Manchester M22 9RH

Mellors Catering
Our catering provider has introduced some exciting 
new additions to our school menu - a fantastic Noodle 
Bar with dishes served with noodles or rice, a salad 
bar (alongside the sandwich bar), and an even 
bigger and better Pasta King offer. Next year there 
will be more tasting sessions, more theme days, new 
food ambassadors and more customer surveys.   
Thank you to all our wonderful catering team – you 
do a great job!

Sixth Form Leaving Do
Our year 13s had a wonderful time at their leaving do at at the Slug & Lettuce in Spinningfields, Manchester. 
We wish them all the best of luck for their higher education and future careers and look forward to hearing 
more about their journeys.

E: streetreds@mufoundation.org 
T: 0161 868 8443 W: www.mufoundation.org 

Twitter: @StreetRedsMUF

MONDAY:  4.45 - 6.15pm  Ages 8-12
   6.15 - 7.45pm  Ages 13-19
FRidAy:  4.45 - 6.15pm  Ages 8-12
   6.15 - 7.45pm  Ages 13-19

Just turn up + play 
Free football sessions for young people run by 

Manchester United Foundation at MEA

Open tO all! 

Find us on the astro turf at the back of the Academy.
Period 5

End of School Day / After School Activities

Break

Period 4

2.05pm–3.05pm

3.05pm

1.45pm–2.05pm

12.45pm–1.45pm

Lunch A
11.15am–11.45am

Period 3
11.45am–12.45am

Period 3
11.15am–12.15pm

Lunch B
12.15pm–12.45pm

Lunch BLunch ATime

Period 2

Period 1

Registration / Assembly

Breakfast

School Opens

10.15am–11.15am

9.15am–10.15am

8.55am–9.15am

8.00am–8.40am

7.30am

Please also note that students who have a Free School Meal 
allowance must use this during the lunch period and not break.

Class of 
2018 
More from   
Prom Night

NEWS from Manchester Enterprise Academy
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‘Vision and determination are outstanding’ – Ofsted
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