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Amazon supports MEA as part 
of British Science Week
As part of British Science Week Amazon very kindly donated 
£1000 to MEA’s Science department. This amazing gesture has 
enabled MEA to fund transport to the NEC to attend the Big 
Bang Fair as well as support the purchase of some exciting new 
practical equipment.
Amazon staff joined MEA recently on a Primary Science Day with some wonderful 
Year 6 pupils from Haveley Hey Primary School. These pupils were Science 
Superstars as they investigated acids and alkalis and neutralisation reactions, as 
well as making a rainbow in a test tube! 

On the following day 60 Year 5 pupils from Haveley Hey also visited MEA 
and worked with our fantastic team of Year 9 STEM Ambassadors who 
became Science teachers for the day. They delivered a fantastic space-
themed STEM event with activities which included a Salt Dough Solar 
System, The Danger of the Space Vacuum and Rockets.

Spring Term  April 2018

Official Opening of Pitch
In January we were delighted 
to welcome The Lord Mayor of 
Manchester, Councillor Eddy 
Newman, to officially open our 
new, full-size artificial pitch.
Year 7 PE students demonstrated 
some of their rugby skills and then 

official proceedings began with a ‘ribbon cutting’ ceremony and the 
presentation of a plaque to commemorate the occasion. MEA student ambassadors 
and staff then accompanied guests from the Rugby Football Union, Altius Trust 
Board and local primary schools over to the refurbished sports hall and changing 
rooms to show the visitors the rest of the amazing new sports facilities.  Whilst in 
the sports hall the Lord Mayor joined in with some table tennis, much to the delight 
of the PE students. The tour ended with a look around the new Durie Building, 
including our state-of-the-art theatre, art & fashion rooms and science labs.

Once again, MEA came together to celebrate  
World Book Week in style. 
7 Eliot and 8 Bronte won the Quiz and Year 7s read a book in a 
day. All the students and staff ‘Dropped Everything and Read’ with 
staff dressed as characters from Cinderella, The Wizard of Oz, 
Les Miserables and James and the Giant Peach, to name but a 
few. All students received a free book to read for pleasure and 
Years 9 and 10 also received their own copy of their GCSE text 
in which to make notes. It really was a wonderful week! 

World Book Week

Newsletter
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As part of MEA’s Pastoral Pledges students enjoy 
some great visits to National Trust parks, spiritual and 
cultural centres and experience a range of outdoor and 
character-building activities. One such activity is our 
popular food-tasting session where students sample 
the least-experienced foods from across the world. 
Our Year 7s had a great fruit and vegetable tasting 
session this term and tried 
everything from pomegranate 
and cranberries to chickpeas 
and vegetable crisps. 
We were very proud of all 
the students for trying most 
things and there was hardly 
any food left! 
Well done Year 7!

MEA’s Principal James Eldon

Principal’s Message:  
The MEA Way - it’s exciting!
Everywhere you go within the MEA buildings you see our vision of ‘a fantastic future for all’. After a hectic 
Autumn Term, where we opened up our new campus with all its amazing teaching spaces and sports facilities, 
we might have been forgiven if we sat back for a while and put on hold any new developments. That is not 
the MEA Way and we are relentless in wanting our students to have access to the best facilities and staff and 
have already planned some exciting new developments for our students:

 n Big Tests and Progress Exams. Our assessment 
system continues to challenge our students to be 
outstanding learners and we have continued to 
improve how we use the results data to ensure results 
support students doing even better. We have been 
working in partnership with Microsoft and we hope Mr 
Bell’s work in this area will benefit other schools.

 n Musical Theatre Leader. We welcome Mr Dean 
who has a background in professional dance and 
theatre to support our wonderful Drama department 
to deliver fantastic performances. Look out for this 
summer’s version of ‘Alice in Wonderland’ – the first 
in our brand new theatre.

 n Hair and Beauty salon. Over the summer holiday 
we will be building ‘The Venue’ our very own hair and 
beauty salon so that students can train and learn about 
this industry.

 n The MEA Library. Over the summer term we will 
begin to transform a classroom into a new study centre 
where students can read and study after school.

 n New School Day. Letters have gone home to all 
our families to consult them on changing the MEA 
school day so that there are fewer students on each 
lunch sitting, giving them more space and reducing 
waiting times.

MEA continues to grow – we are over-subscribed for 
September 2018. Together with our business partners, 
we are determined to create excitement about the 
future of education in Wythenshawe. We are pushing 
hard to ensure MEA continues to offer our students 
the best opportunities. Recently this has included 
recruiting more excellent teachers so that the quality 
of teaching continues to improve and supports our 
students to a ‘fantastic future’. 

Our Pastoral 
Pledges

Residential for  
Diversity 
Ambassadors
MEA’s award-winning Diversity Ambassadors had 
an incredible experience on their residential at 
Foundation4Peace in Warrington. They explored lots of 
different themes such as conflict management, identity, 
extremism, radicalisation and de-radicalisation. They 
took part in drama and art-based work and made a 
video to commemorate 100 years since women first 
gained the right to vote. They were a huge credit to 
MEA and were overwhelmingly positive about MEA. 
They will now be looking at how they can use these 
experiences to enact change within the wider school.

Urban Debate 
League
MEA set up a Debating Team at the start of this 
academic year and it has proved extremely popular. 
The team attend an after-school club once a week 
run by Debate Mate, an organisation where volunteer 
mentors from the University of Manchester work with 
the students to develop their debating and critical 
thinking skills. In February the team took part in their 
first debating competition of the Urban Debate League 
and performed brilliantly, winning two debates. Year 7s 
had to go up against older year groups and some of the 
teams had been debating for a few years. Their next 
challenge is the Debate Mate Cup at the University at 
the end of March. Best of luck to Team MEA!

Year 7  
Reward Trips
Our amazing Year 7s have settled into life at high 
school really well and have been earning lots of 
rewards for their hard work, attitude to learning and 
community citizenship. They have been to Jodrell 
Bank where they explored the Solar System and took 
part in the ‘Mars Rover Challenge’. They have been to 
Jump Nation and the Cinema, and some students also 
enjoyed a return trip to their Primary Schools. Here 
they had a great time catching up with their former 
teachers and pupils, and chatted about their favourite 
lessons and clubs providing reassurance to Year 6 
pupils about how they have settled into life at high 
school. Keep up the great work Year 7!

NEWS from Manchester Enterprise Academy

‘Students are extremely proud of their school’ – Ofsted
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During National  
Apprenticeship Week 
thirty Year 10s visited SETA, a training provider 
who deliver Apprenticeships within engineering and 
manufacturing industry sectors. Students observed 
skills like laser cutting, welding and electrical wiring 
and found out about possible pathways and what they 
need to do to get hired.

There was a fantastic 
trip for 60 of our year 
10s to Vodafone where 
they worked with 20 
volunteers for a special 
insight day. 

They completed tasks 
to develop leadership, 
teamworking and 
soft skills, produced 
a Careers App and 
experienced CV and 

interview workshops.

Year 10s also got an introduction to STEM on a visit to 
The University of Manchester this term and enjoyed 
workshops with PhD students, had a campus tour and 
found out about the courses on offer.

Towards the end of this term there was an inspiring 
and interactive trip to the Skills North West event 
where students were able to find out more about 
careers and FE/HE courses. A group of Year 10s also 
had an amazing opportunity to job shadow staff at 
Manchester Airport and Laing O’Rourke and finally, 
the Google ‘Digital Garage’ Bus paid a visit to MEA 
where students listened to presentations on building 
a CV and writing a covering letter. 

Year 10s explore Careers
Year 9 Performing Arts students had 
an inspiring experience at ITV studios 
where they had the opportunity to 
read the news, operate the camera 
and watch the magic happen. They 
they even met Lucy Meacock and 
had chance to record their own 
lunchtime news with Tony Morris. 

ITV Studios Trip

Alice in Wonderland 
Auditions
This term marked the beginning of our big summer 
show! As part of our ‘Act On’ after-school drama 
club, auditions were held to find MEA’s performing 
talent. With help from PE Teacher, Miss Neary, dance 
auditions were impressive and the acting auditions left 
the judges with some tricky casting decisions to make!  
Watch this space – it’s going to be amazing!

Home Theatre Trip 
& Workshop
In February Year 10 Performing Arts students visited 
HOME Theatre to see the show ‘Winter Solstice’ as 
part of their BTEC course. The next day they worked 
with Kate Bradnam from HOME as part of a workshop 
linked to the performance they had seen. They used a 
non-naturalistic script and with lots of hard work, focus 
and energy they went on to create a strong ensemble 
performance in the Durie Theatre. 

Our Year 10s have been out and about this term exploring 
different Careers and Further/Higher Education options. 

Winner of two MEN Schools Awards – 2015/16 & 2016/17
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‘Our Wythenshawe Women’ : Five Year 10 girls and five Sixth Form girls 
enjoyed a great celebration at the ‘Our Wythenshawe Women’ event for International 
Womens’ Day. Over afternoon tea they enjoyed discussions with women from business 
and heard inspirational talks from successful local women and young, award-winning 
volunteers from Wythenshawe Community Housing Group. 

Holocaust Memorial Day : Nine of our ATL 1 Year 9 History students 
attended an incredible memorial event at HOME in Manchester. They watched a film 
screening of ‘The Rescuers’ about the work of the diplomats in the 1940, heard from 
a holocaust survivor and two of our students did a fantastic job reading a statement 
of commitment and also spoke alongside the Lord Mayor of Manchester. 

Making Energy Bars : Year 7s had a great time making energy bars in Food 
Technology this term. These are a great lower sugar, high fibre alternative to some 
breakfast cereals and the students did a superb job creating them.

Art, Art & more Art : 

MEA meet MEA Central : As motivation before their Big Tests approached 
Year 7s from both MEA and MEA Cental enjoyed a fantastic day together this term with 
a motivational speaker from the ‘Fix Up’ team. They also worked in teams to play the 
Great Altius Trust Egg Drop Challenge and had to design, create and test a water egg 
drop protection system.

Trip to the Gurdwara : Year 9s enjoyed a fantastic visit to the Manchester Central 
Gurdwara where they were able to follow up on work done in Fantastic Futures lessons 
around Sikhism. Students listened to a very interesting presentation and traditional music 
and sampled some amazing cuisine that was enjoyed by all.

Year 7s produced some great homework on their 
Colour Theory project 

NEWS from Manchester Enterprise Academy

‘Vibrant community that treats you like family’ – Ofsted
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Suffragette Art Club : Art and History students 
from Years 7 – 9 have taken part in the Suffragette Art 
Club, which celebrates 100 years since women got 
the vote. The final pieces created will be entered into 
an exhibition at Manchester Central Library from April 
to June. Every student in Year 8 is writing a message 
to a Suffragette, some of which will also be used in 
the exhibition. 

Incredible Science Trips : 
Year 8s enjoyed a brilliant trip to the 
‘Big Bang’ Science Fair in Birmingham 
where they got to ‘dissect bodies’, 
analyse radioactive sources and hold 
rainforest bugs! Year 7s had a great 
time at the inflatable planetarium too 
where they walked on the moon, visited 
the sun and travelled on a spaceship 
through the solar system.

Brilliant Club launch : As part of the ‘Brilliant 
Club’ a PhD tutor from the University of Leeds has been 
working on a weekly basis with 12 Year 9  students. 
They are assisting her with research tasks and study 
skills around a project regarding fertility treatments that 
she is working on. They recently attended the launch 
of the club and got to tour the campus. On completion 
they will be invited to a graduation event too. 

Art, Art & more Art : 

Pi Day Π : The 
catering team did us 
proud again on Pi Day 
with some wonderful 
pies! Congratulations 
to Ayesha (Y8) for 
remembering the most 
digits of Pi and well 
done to all students 
who took part in all 
activities. 

Year 7 Cell Project : Year 7s produced some amazing cell projects 
this term. The one made as a ‘cake’ was a particular attraction amongst 
the staff! Well done to our Year 7 scientists!

STEM Trip to the 
BBC : Year 8 students 
enjoyed a great trip to the 
BBC this term to look at 
a variety of STEM careers 
within the BBC – roles 
such as test engineer, 
fixing apps, cyber security, 
radio technologist and 
information security. They 
learnt so much about 
potential career paths and 
loved their time in the Blue 
Room trying out Virtual 
Reality headsets. 

Spanish Visit to HOME : In February Year 11 
Spanish students went to HOME Cinema to attend a 
Spanish GCSE film workshop. They watched the Chilean 
film ‘Rara’ and discussed the themes explored in the movie 
with students from other Manchester high schools and the 
lecturer from Manchester University. 

 
Year 10s have been working hard on their 
‘Alphabetica’ project using Jasper Johns and 
Tom Phillips as inspiration.  

Ethan has produced a great 
example of a lino cut-out 

Year 8s produced some fabulous stained 
glass windows whilst improving their 
cutting-out techniques 

Year 10s have produced some amazing 
portraits for their GCSE work. Here is an 
example of one of Miss Newcombe (Art 
Teacher) by Sandra

‘Spiritual, moral, social and cultural provision is outstanding’ Ofsted
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Reward Trip 
to London
It was a jam-packed 
itinerary in London for 
our Year 10/11 students 
who had all earned their 

place with 100% attendance (Jan – Mar) and an 
excellent average ATL score. During the trip they 
took in the sights of The Mall, Buckingham Palace, 
Trafalgar Square, Nelson’s Column, Downing Street, 
Westminster, a River Thames Cruise – where they 
saw the Millenium Wheel, New Scotland Yard and 
the Shard and then got off at Greenwich to enjoy a 
Cutty Sark experience. Here they had a tour of the 
naval museum, visited the observatory and took in an 
amazing view from the top of Greenwich Park. 
Well done to all Year 10s and 11s involved.

‘Effectiveness of Sixth Form provision is good’ – Ofsted

Arabic, French & German
Some of our year 7,8 and 9 students have been taking 
part in weekly language workshops in Arabic, French 
and German delivered by the University of Manchester. 
They have really enjoyed learning something different 
and practising their linguistic skills. More language 
clubs will be available for students to sign up for in the 
Summer Term too. 

Lloyds 
Mentoring
We are so grateful for the continued support of 
the mentors from Lloyds Banking Group.  There 
have been lots of different workshops taking 
place again throughout the term with boys and 
girls from across a number of year groups.  
In this session pictured here Year 9 girls and 
mentors discussed the subject of confidence, 
identified skills needed in different roles and 
observed role plays.

Sixth Form Health & Social Care students 
listened to a really interesting talk this term 
by Community Midwife, Bernie Quigley 
and Trainee Midwife, Helen Moss. 

They found out about the role of the midwife and 
their day to day life, accessing university courses 
and some tips for applications and interviews. The 
students listened intently and were very interested 
to hear about subjects like the impact of drugs and 
alcohol on pregnancy. 

Work Experience at Benchill Primary 
Since September some of our Sixth Form students have been working in Benchill Primary School 
as part of the Wednesday afternoon Internship programme. Initially they worked with the Year 6 
children but they are now working with Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and Year 3. Ms Holt, Deputy 
Headteacher commented “The children have loved having the MEA Students here. They have 
been involved in reading to the children, playing games, developing social skills, talking about their 
experiences at high school and working with groups during PHSE sessions. We are looking forward to 
what the future brings for our students as we continue to work with MEA.”

Our Sixth Formers are loving every minute of it, one of whom is pictured here on her placement.

Supporting   
Survivors Against Terror
Our Diversity Ambassadors and Sixth Form students 
met with journalists from both national and regional 
press/radio to support the launch of ‘Survivors Against 
Terror’. This group was formed by British survivors of 
terror attacks and includes bereaved family members 
and seriously injured people like Dan Hett (his brother 
Martyn was killed by the Manchester Arena bomb) and 
Travis Frain (hit by the car on Westminster Bridge). 
Both spoke to us about their experiences and the 
terrible impact of hatred and went onto share their 
plans to spread this message. We felt very privileged 
to have been chosen as the first school they came to. 
Some of our students even made it onto national news 
that same evening and the event was widely covered 
on social media. Our MEA students certainly did us 
very proud. www.survivorsagainstterror.org

Learning about Midwifery

NEWS from Manchester Enterprise Academy
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‘Very focused with high aspirations’ – Ofsted

Karate Reward Session
Students from Years 7 & 8 enjoyed a great session of Karate this term with a Mixed 
Martial Arts coach as a reward for their great work in PE.

Street Dance Reward Session
As a reward for their recent ‘Big Test’ performance some of our Year 7 & 8 girls 
enjoyed a fantastic street dance session. The session was led by MEA’s new 
musical theatre and dance instructor, Mr Dean, who led the workshop with a  
Lady Gaga medley track. 

The girls really enjoyed it and performed really well at the end of the workshop.

Basketball at MEA
After Easter MEA will have a new Basketball 
team and will be entering the Manchester 
Schools Basketball League for the first time. 
If you want to get involved, training takes place on 
Tuesday lunchtimes and after-school on Thursdays. 
Here are some of the students already taking part who 
tried out the new basketball kit in the last week of term.

Scaling  
the heights  
for Sport Relief
On Wednesday 21 March the PE Department and 
Mr Rogers from the Manchester United Foundation 
organised a brilliant range of activities that the students 
could take part in as part of a fundraising initiative for 
Sport Relief. There was a climbing wall, mountain bike 
slalom, free kick challenge (thank you to Mr Kimber for 
his hard work in goal!) and basketball challenge. Despite 
the very cold weather on the day the students braved the 
elements and turned out to support this great cause – we 
think they had a good time in the process too! 

Thank you to Mr Warrener for leading on the organisation 
of the day – it was great fun for a great cause!



8

Year 9 Boys: 4-3 win 
After a great home game under the floodlights of 
MEA’s new all-weather pitch (definitely needed), 
the Year 9 football team came out on top in their 
match against Loreto. It was a fantastic performance 
by the boys who were all soaking wet and freezing 
but couldn’t stop smiling and were so proud of their 
performance – and rightly so! 
Many congratulations to Year 9 Football team: 
Mason, Wendel, Tom, Kyle, Keenan, Jake, Joe, 
Cody, Jake, Liam, Mark, Reece and Callum.

Years 10 & 11 – phone extension 5 & 6
PSL Miss Hall Y10 PM Miss Smith 
  Y11 PM Mrs Conway

Sixth Form – phone extension 7
Mr Hampson – a.hampson@meacad.org.uk 
Mr Thornton

If your child is unable to attend the Academy, please 
leave a message on 0161 499 2726

PSL – Pastoral Strategy Leader   PM – Pastoral Manager 

Co
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EA

Year 7 – phone extension 2
PSL Miss Clough PM Mr Millar 

Year 8 – phone extension 3
PSL Dr Coyne PM Ms Cochrane 

Year 9 – phone extension 4
PSL Mr Reece PM Miss Wilks 

Phone 0161 499 2726
General MEA email: admin@meacad.org.uk 
Simonsway, Wythenshawe, Manchester M22 9RH

Year 7 Boys  
reach semi-finals!
Year 7 boys have now reached the semi-final of the 
Manchester Schools Cup after a brilliant, nail-biting 
quarter-final against Cedar Mount Academy where 
they won 7-6.  They will now play Wright Robinson in 
the semi-final but unfortunately the original date for 
this game was postponed and we are awaiting a new 
date at the time of going to print.

Many congratulations to Henry, Callum, Brandon, 
Kian, Ellis, Matthew, Jay, Jake, Sergiusz, Doyle, 
Mason and Logan.

Year 8 Boys: 7-4 win
In a league match against Abraham Moss our Year 8 
boys played brilliantly to bring a 7-4 win home in the 
last week of the Spring term. It was their first game 
in a while but they all worked really hard putting their 
recent training into practise. Lewis scored the first 
goal 2 minutes into the game with a beauty into the 
top corner followed by another goal not long after. The 
goals then started pouring in from both sides but Adam 
gave us a 2 goal cushion before half time. Further 
goals from Rio, Joe and Adam in the second half gave 
us a comfortable lead in the end to finish the game 
7-4. It was an amazing effort from all the team and we 
are now 2nd in the league out of 6. 
Many congratulations to Rio, Hayden, Joseph, 
Harrison, Liam, Yusuf, Adam, Jack, Jayden, Jordan, 
Lloyd, Warren and Lewis.

Football Coaching by Marcel Bout
Year 7 & 8 boys from the football teams enjoyed a brilliant coaching session with Marcel Bout 
from Manchester United this term. It was a huge privilege to have such a high-level coach 
working with our teams.

Sixth Formers 
train with 
Manchester 
United U18s
The Sixth Form BTEC Sports students had a great 
time on their visit to Manchester United’s training 
ground in Carrington. 

Our MEA students were supporting the Manchester 
United U18s complete their FA Level 1 coaching 
badge. One of the players was Angel Gomes, who 
has played for the first team. 

It was great to see our students taking part in sessions 
designed by the United players, interacting with them 
and sharing stories.

E: streetreds@mufoundation.org 
T: 0161 868 8443 W: www.mufoundation.org 

Twitter: @StreetRedsMUF

MONDAY:  4.45 - 6.15pm  Ages 8-12
   6.15 - 7.45pm  Ages 13-19
FRIDAY:  4.45 - 6.15pm  Ages 8-12
   6.15 - 7.45pm  Ages 13-19

Just turn up + play 
Free football sessions for young people run by 

Manchester United Foundation at MEA

Open tO all! 

Find us on the astro turf at the back of the Academy.

NEWS from Manchester Enterprise Academy
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‘Vision and determination are outstanding’ – Ofsted
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