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Fantastic  
Open Evening

Autumn Term  December 2017

Award-winning  
Diversity Ambassadors

Our Open Evening in October had a fantastic 
atmosphere when hundreds of visitors came along 
to find out more about life at MEA and to see first-
hand our amazing new world-class educational 
campus, including the new Durie Building and full-size  
all-weather pitch. 

We are so very proud of our Diversity 
Ambassadors who won the Equality & 
Diversity Award at the Youth Buzz Awards, 
an event to celebrate the work of young 
people from across the North-West. 
The award was presented by Manchester Youth 
Council and representatives from Greater Manchester 
Police at a prestigious event hosted by Manchester 
City Council in the Town Hall. Event organisers 
were blown away with the quantity and quality of the 
projects that MEA Diversity Ambassadors had been 
involved with during 2016-17. The work of the team 
doesn’t stop there either. They have already made 
a start on their next project, which includes further 
training from Foundation 4 Peace and a residential 
trip to the Peace Centre in Warrington. Foundation 
4 Peace believe that it is Diversity Ambassadors like 
ours who will be at the forefront of the future work on 
diversity, tolerance and inclusion.
Many congratulations to everybody involved!

On 8th December we held the official opening of our new Durie Building. 

Official Opening of The Durie Building

Visitors enjoyed a huge range of activities - The 
Marvellous Maths Market, Build a Poem, Local 
History Project, Build-a-Business Workshops, Tasting 
Foods of the Future (crunchy critters!!), Face-Off 
Art Sessions, String + Straw = Structure in Design 
Technology, World of Fashion, Movie Time and lots 
more. Thank you to everyone who came – we hope 
you enjoyed it as much as we did. 
Congratulations to our prize draw winner too 
- see page 2.

Thank you so much to Mike Kane MP for performing the official duties of the ceremony 
and his kind words. Many thanks also to all our guests, who took time out of their busy 
schedules, to help us celebrate this great milestone for MEA and our community.  
Peter Durie himself, who the building was named after, also joined us in November 
to tour the building and see our world-class campus first hand. We cannot 
thank Peter enough for his expertise, patience and diligence in the 
creation of MEA, he has made a huge contribution to our success and 
our community will always be grateful.

Newsletter
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New Head & 
Deputy Boys/Girls
Many congratulations to our new team of 
Head/Deputy Head Boys & Girls. After a very 
tough interview process where they all greatly 
impressed the Senior Leaders the team have 
taken brilliantly to their new roles and have 
already been amazing ambassadors at a number 
of events such as open evening, the education 
summit and a business networking event hosted 
by MEA.

Anti- Bullying Week
This year’s theme was ‘All Different, All Equal’ and Year 7 students watched a 
brilliant drama performance about this subject as part of a workshop. The workshop 
also helped the newly formed Healthy Schools Action Group create a short film 
about anti-bullying which was shown in tutor time. They met regularly this term to 
address anti-bullying and created 9 MEA pledges which all students have signed. 
Watch this space for further information about the future work of the Healthy Schools 
Action Group – they will be leaders on all things health related and make a real 
impact in school and in the wider community. See photo on page 5 too.

MEA’s Principal James Eldon

Principal’s Message:  
The fantastic future arrives!
It is hard to believe that we have been using our 
new campus for nearly a term. It was stressful at 
the end of the summer holidays as the builders 
worked tirelessly to get all of the amazing new 
facilities ready for the start of term. In the opening 
days of September, staff unpacked over 500 
boxes full of equipment and books. It has been 
hard to catch our breath since as we have all 
had to get used to a bigger school and walking 
between buildings to get to some lessons. The 
students were thrown by these changes at 
first but have really embraced the new spaces 
available to them.

The new facilities have had a particular impact 
on sport at MEA. We introduced our new PE kit 
in September and the students are wearing it 
with pride. We now have a hugely impressive 
home pitch to play rugby and football fixtures on 
and for the first time in years we have been able 
to play ‘home’ fixtures during the winter months. 
Our new changing rooms are far more luxurious  
and welcoming and we have seen a huge 
turnaround in the number of students participating 
in sport – good for our health as well as for our 
school teams!

MEA’s ‘Diversity Ambassadors’ won the ‘Equality 
& Diversity’ award at the first Manchester ‘Youth 
Buzz’ awards which celebrate young people’s 
achievements across the city. In a challenging 
year for our city, where different communities 
could have become angry against each other, to 
win one of the most important awards for bringing 
our students together made me feel incredibly 
proud. Mr King and the large team of Diversity 
Ambassadors demonstrate how Manchester has 
responded to being attacked in 2017 – by being 
strong, kind and inclusive.

We have just found out that record numbers 
of families have chosen MEA for September 
2018 and this support from our community is 
fantastic. Recently, MEA was featured in a 
national education magazine which celebrated 
how we have turned around our reputation over 
the past 6 years. This transformation couldn’t 
have occurred without friends and families 
in Wythenshawe supporting us and we are 
extremely grateful for this loyalty. 

We wish all our families a restful Christmas 
and a successful 2018.

Pictured left to right are: Jordan Chisholm (Deputy Head Boy), 
Lauren Gibson (Deputy Head Girl), Mohammad Kak (Head 
Boy), Rebecca German (Head Girl) and Kyle Marchington 
(Deputy Head Boy)

Not only was this a great coup for Wythenshawe and Manchester 
but it was a brilliant opportunity to use our new theatre space 
for such a prestigious event. The summit was organised by The 
Education Foundation in partnership with MEA and colleagues 
from Greater Manchester Combined Authority. 

Representatives from the world of education, politics, employers 
and policymakers came together to celebrate all that is good about 
Education Britain, to share what works and be ambitious about 
the future. Principal, James Eldon, delivered one of the talks on 
the day and Head/Deputy Head Boys/Girls also performed official 
duties. Head Boy, Mohammad Kak, even met one of Manchester’s 
other Head Boys – Andy Burnham, Mayor of Greater Manchester. 
It was a wonderful day and we received excellent feedback about 
the summit itself and our fantastic Academy and students.

Prize Draw 
Winner
Congratulations to the winner 
of our open evening prize draw 
from Haveley Hey Primary 
School pictured here with 
Principal, Mr Eldon and Head 
of Year 7, Ms Clough. 

MEA Pledges
 n We only use kind words

 n We own our own behaviour

 n We understand that we all have 
differences

 n We treat people the way we would 
like to be treated

 n We try to include everyone

 n We try to be positive, even when it’s 
tough to see the good in others

 n We understand that everyone has 
an equal voice and the right to be heard 
regardless of their background, race, 
religion, sexuality or gender

 n We understand that our behaviour 
outside the academy affects how we 
are viewed

 n We will be safe, positive and kind 
when we use social media, ensuring 
language and comments are always 
appropriate

We are MEA and we will all have a Fantastic Future 

MEA hosts National 
Education Summit

In October MEA hosted its first ever 
national conference in the brand new Durie Building – 
The Education Britain Summit 2017.

NEWS from Manchester Enterprise Academy

‘Students are extremely proud of their school’ – Ofsted 2015
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MEA has signed up to work with Unicef 
UK to become a Rights Respecting 
School. We will be joining 4,500 UK 
schools to become part of a growing 
movement to change the way children 
experience school and childhood. The 
award is based on principles of equality, 
dignity, respect, non-discrimination and 
participation. Schools involved in the 
Award have reported a positive impact 
on relationships and wellbeing, leading 
to better learning and relationships, 
improved academic achievement and 
a reduction in bullying. It complements 
our other improvement strategies 
and interventions. We will explore 

how the rights of the child relate to 
and support our aims and values as a 
community and how they underpin our 
practice. At MEA we are hoping that 
there will be wide engagement in our 
rights-respecting journey with Unicef UK. 
A Steering Group made up of students 
working collaboratively with some adults 
will lead the work. To begin this work, 
Aaliyah, Dariusz and Amber from Year 
7 joined Ms Clough at the ‘Hear My 
Voice’ conference where students from 
St Mary’s, Haveley Hey and The Willows 
showcased all of the fantastic work they 
have done so far as Level Two Rights 
Respecting Schools.

Fantastic Futures 

From Isolation  
to Radicalisation 
Odd Arts recently delivered some brilliant workshops 
at MEA using theatre to address and explore the 
contentious and challenging issue of radicalisation. 
Students from Years 9-13 took part and we were 
hugely impressed with the way in which many engaged 
with the performers, tried some acting themselves and 
got involved with the discussions and issues raised. 
Feedback from students was fantastic with comments 
such as ‘it raised my awareness of racism’, ‘I will stop 
and challenge discrimination’, ‘being able to see the 
different viewpoints, opinions and perspectives’ and 
‘I will respect the opinions, views and faiths of others’.

Rights Respecting 
School

As part of our programme of Careers 
Education and Individual Advice and 
Guidance the Year 10s and 11s have 
been very busy this term. In Fantastic 
Futures Week Year 11s met with over 20 
providers from various business sectors 
at our careers event. The students 
enjoyed the opportunity to ask questions 
and find out what organisations are 
looking for in an employee. The feedback 
from the employers was very positive 
with organisations commenting that our 
students were polite, well-mannered, 
attentive and inquisitive. During the 

same week a programme of one to one 
interviews with  both a careers advisor 
and our Sixth Form Pastoral Manager 
also began and these have now been 
completed. Year 11s have also enjoyed 
a Criminology workshop, a drama 
performance about Higher Education 
and Gateway visits to the University of 
Manchester.

Year 10s had a great time when they 
were invited to meet with staff from The 
Manchester College on their Careers 
Bus. Please see page 5 for more information.

Winner of MEN Secondary School of the year 2015-16

 ✒ What is the School Action Team?
It is similar to a School Council but we will be 
responsible for leading on all of the activities. The 
team are responsible for the displays, assemblies, 
form time activities and liaising with staff.

 ✒ Who is in the School Action Team
The team includes a group of students from Year 9 
(pictured here) and the Head Boy and Girl from Year 
11, (see photo on page 2).

 ✒ How did you become a member of the Team?
We had to write an application letter to Mrs Colclough 
and explain why we thought we would be good team 
members and what contribution we felt we could 
make. Mrs Colclough then chose nine of us to join 
the Team.

 ✒ Why did you want to join the Team?
There are many different reasons we all applied – 
here are just a few: to get more involved at school, to 
support activities taking place, make suggestions and 
improvements within school, to gain a leadership role 

in school, to improve my CV for when I finally leave 
school and also to make a difference in the academy.

 ✒ What are your plans for the Team?
We hope to create more opportunities for all students 
to get involved with school life and achieve their full 
potential. 

 ✒ What are you currently working on?
We are all getting to know one another and discussing 
what our strengths are so that we work well as a 
team.  We will then be promoting ourselves to other 
students in break times, tutor time or assemblies to 
gather suggestions and ideas.  A couple of members 
have prepared a Powerpoint presentation for this. 
There are also some particular activities in the school 
calendar where we will lead on the organisation. 
One thing we would like to look at is lunchtimes and 
seating arrangements.

 ✒ How can other students support the Team?
Other students can let us have their ideas and 
suggestions and also volunteer to help out at events 
/ activities which the Team will lead on.

We are delighted to introduce our new 
School Action Team.  Look out for their 
regular column in future editions of the 
school newsletters. In this first feature 
team members Sara and Daniel, who 
will be the communication leads within 
the Team, explain what it’s all about, 
who is involved and how they will 
support the work of the school.

. . . and Action!
Meet our new  School Action Team
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Entering the Dragons Den : Six Year 9 students pitched their idea for 
personalised Christmas baubles to a panel of dragons from local businesses at an 
event organised by Manchester Airport. Our students have now begun selling the 
baubles and will compete with other local schools in the overall competition. Best 
of luck!

Inspiring Year 10 Artwork : Some great examples of a tonal copy of an insect 
by Daniel Abdollahi and artwork from Zuzanna Wesolowska inspired by impressionist 
images from world-renowned artist Georgia O’Keeffe. Keep up the great work!

Flying Start : In September, Year 6 students from local primary schools joined 
us for their Flying Start visits. They had great fun creating the branding and an advert 
for their own soft drink. Well done Year 6!

‘Under the Microscope’ Artwork :     
These beautiful pieces of artwork using applique and embroidery techniques are 
already looking stunning – we can’t wait to see the finished items. We love this painting 
of cells on tissue paper too. Great work Year 9.

Aspirational Mentoring continues : Three MEA Sixth Formers met 
their mentors from Manchester Airport Group for the first time this term and are already 
finding their support invaluable. The full BW3 Aspirational Mentoring programme 
taking place within MEA’s Sixth Form now has over 60 mentors working on a one 
to one basis with all our students – a huge thank you to all our mentors and all the 
organisations who support our students. It really is amazing.

Workshop with Gleeds & The Transformation Trust :   
Global construction company Gleeds and the Transformation Trust worked with Year 
8 students on a brilliant one-day workshop to design new stables for the Royal Family. 
The feedback our Year 8s received was excellent with the Project Leader being ‘seriously 
impressed by the levels of maturity, respect and resilience shown and the fact they were 
a real credit to the school’. Fantastic work Year 8!

NEWS from Manchester Enterprise Academy

‘Vibrant community that treats you like family’ – Ofsted 2015
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MEA X-tra Clubs : Our extra-curricular clubs 
are a great hit with all our students. The cookery one, in 
particular, is very popular. So far we have had brownies 
with Ms Beauty, fajitas with Ms Clough, curry with Ms 
Moxham, flapjacks with Mr Lee and apple tart tartin 
with Mr Taylor

Anti-Bullying Week : Year 7 students, who 
are part of the Healthy Schools Action Group made 
a short film about anti-bullying during this important 
week. The film was shown in tutor time and received 
great feedback. Well done to all concerned,  see also 
further information about the MEA Pledges on page 2.

Band performances : Years 7, 8 and 9 have 
enjoyed some great performances this term from visiting 
bands who had messages for our students around 
cyberbullying, staying safe online and discrimination. The 
bands included Austinn for Year 7, Beyond Recall for Year 
8 and Challan Carmichael for Year 9.

Roald Dahl Day : Year 7 enjoyed reading some of Roald Dahl’s takes on 
classic fairy tales through his revolting rhymes collection. They also enjoyed Roald 
Dahl themed lessons for the day and the first Books Aloud event took place that week.

First-Aid Achievements : Selected Sixth Form Students worked really 
hard to achieve their First Aid certificates this term – a great skill for them all to have.

Debate Mate : Debate Mate is a debating club run by University of Manchester 
mentors. MEA participants are learning how to debate and discuss current affairs and 
issues. This is an exciting opportunity for students to build confidence, resilience and 
critical thinking skills.

Careers Bus : In October The Manchester College brought their Careers Bus 
to MEA. Through virtual reality Year 10 students experienced campus tours, visited 
a wide range of subject areas and heard from tutors about how the College could 
help them on their journey to an amazing career. The school liaison team were also 
on board supporting students by offering a CV workshop.

‘Spiritual, moral, social and cultural provision is outstanding’ Ofsted 2015
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‘Effectiveness of Sixth form provision is good’ – Ofsted 2015

Brilliant Cardinal 
Maritime 
Experience
Sixth Former, Callum Shingler had a brilliant 
3-day work experience opportunity with Cardinal 
Maritime, a logistics company based in Sharston. 
Callum learnt all about the warehousing operation, and 
received great feedback with managers commenting 
on his hard work and enthusiasm. Callum commented 
“My experience was fascinating and gave me a great 
insight into the logistics sector. I have been invited 
back to find out more about the finance function, 
something which I would love to do. There are also 
opportunities to apply for an apprenticeship scheme 
when I finish my studies. It really has been a fantastic 
opportunity – thank you so much Cardinal Maritime.”

Fantastic Pozzoni Experience 
Sixth Former, Wiktoria Rynkowska, recently took 
part in a fantastic work experience opportunity at 
Pozzoni Architects in Altrincham, as part of their 
Academy programme. 
The aim of the placement is to show students what 
an architect does and explain the different roles 
that make up an architectural practice. During her 
placement Wiktoria was allocated a mentor and 

shown some of the computer software that is used 
in practice. She was taken through a number of 
stages to enable her to complete a mini architectural 
project. Wiktoria received excellent feedback 
– she was enthusiastic, followed instructions 
meticulously, conducted herself professionally and 
even went the extra mile doing some work at home.  
Well done Wiktoria!

Fundraising
Sixth Form students organised cake sales and a 
raffle to support the Rose Blossom Trust. This brilliant 
charity supports children and families affected by 
Dravet Syndrome, a cause very close to the heart of 
the founder of the charity and MEA’s new Community 
& Safeguarding Leader, Mr Chapman, pictured here 
with MEA students. For more information about Dravet 
Syndrome please visit www.roseblossomtrust.co.uk

Autumn Leaves 
luncheon
Sixth Form students Holly, Nicholas, Jakub and 
Mathew did a fantastic job when they helped to serve 
over 300 lunches at this annual event organised by 
Manchester Airport Group at the Woodhouse Park 
Lifestyle Centre. 

The event takes place over three days and is a firm 
favourite in the diaries for many senior citizens in the 
Wythenshawe area. 

NHS Careers 
Presentation
Dr Mary Wilson and Radiographer, Amanda Bath, 
from Wythenshawe Hospital delivered an excellent 
presentation to Health & Social Care Sixth Form 
students about careers in the NHS. The students 
found it extremely useful and learnt about the different 
specialisms of nursing, allied health professions such 
as radiography and occupational therapy and also 
medicine. They also learnt about the qualifications 
required and the ongoing training. The information 
also formed a great basis for questions by students 
who went on the university trip to Edge Hill in the  
same week.

A University Experience
Twenty-seven Sixth Formers enjoyed a fabulous, tailored university information day at Edge 
Hill in October. They toured the campus, listened to presentations about writing personal 
statements for university applications, learnt about the courses on offer and found out more 
about student accommodation. It was particularly enjoyable to hear it directly from the 
university’s student ambassadors who really brought university to life for our Sixth Formers.

NEWS from Manchester Enterprise Academy
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Year 7 & 8 Girls’ Rugby
In November our Year 7 & 8 girls competed against MHA and performed brilliantly. 
Some Year 7 girls had never played before but they all loved it. The Year 8 girls 
soon remembered their skills from last year and scored try, after try, after try. 

We didn’t keep the score but our MEA girls were a credit to us.   
Keep it up girls!

Top of the 
League 

Year 7 Boys’ Rugby
At a tournament hosted by MEA our Year 7 rugby team played MHA, Newall Green 
and St Paul’s. MEA won two out of their three matches, narrowly missing out on a 
win against MHA. Throughout the whole tournament the Year 7s displayed excellent 
attitude, teamwork and resilience. For some it was the first time they had played 
in a competitive rugby match too! 
Well done guys!

‘Very focused with high aspirations’ – Ofsted 2015

Year 8 Boys’ Football
Year 8 Boys are doing really well so far this year. They have won 3 out of 3 games 
in the league and the last game was a 5-1 win against Burnage Boys.  There have 
been some fantastic performances in all games. 
Keep up the great work guys!

Year 9 & 10 Girls’ Rugby
Year 9 and 10 girls competed in their first Under 15s rugby fixtures this term. To 
date they have won 2 games out of 3 and gained 13 points putting them at the top 
of the league table. 
Well done girls!

Well done to our Year 7 Boys who are currently top of the league 
having played 5 and won 4, averaging over 7 goals per game! 

Sporting NEWS from Manchester Enterprise Academy
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Years 10 & 11 – phone extension 5 & 6
PSL Miss Hall Y10 PM Miss Smith 
  Y11 PM Mrs Conway

Sixth Form – phone extension 7
Mr Hampson – a.hampson@meacad.org.uk 
Mr Thornton

If your child is unable to attend the Academy, please 
leave a message on 0161 499 2726

PSL – Pastoral Strategy Leader   PM – Pastoral Manager 

Co
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Year 7 – phone extension 2
PSL Miss Clough PM Mr Millar 

Year 8 – phone extension 3
PSL Ms Coyne PM Mrs McKean 

Year 9 – phone extension 4
PSL Mr Reece PM Miss Wilks 

Phone 0161 499 2726
General MEA email: admin@meacad.org.uk 
Simonsway, Wythenshawe, Manchester M22 9RH

Flag Bearers at the Benfica Game 

Mon:  4.45 - 6.15pm  Ages 8-12
   6.15 - 7.45pm  Ages 13-19
Fri:  4.45 - 6.15pm  Ages 8-12
   6.15 - 7.45pm  Ages 13-19

Just turn up & 
play Free football sessions 
for young people run by Manchester 
United Foundation at MEA

Open tO all! 

E: streetreds@mufoundation.org 
T: 0161 868 8443 

W: www.mufoundation.org 
Twitter: @StreetRedsMUF

Find us on the astro turf  
at the back of the Academy.

Top talk from  
Top Physio
Sixth Form BTEC Sports Students 
met with Manchester United’s Head 
Physio Neil Hough this term for a 
presentation on ‘Injury Rehabilitation’.
It was a fascinating and insightful talk, 
which will help the students greatly on 
their course.

WWE Anti-Bullying workshop
MEA Students took part in an anti-bullying workshop at 
Manchester United Foundation this term and met WWE 
wrestling stars Dolph Ziggler and Women’s Smackdown 
Champion Natalya Neidhart. They listened to a talk on  
anti-bullying, being positive and the dangers of saying things 
online about others.

Elite Football Programme
Sixth Form BTEC Sport students at MEA kicked off their 
course in great style when they went to Old Trafford in 
September to officially sign up for their new course, run 
in conjuction with Manchester United Foundation.

Our students enjoyed 
a day of presentations 
by Foundation staff 
and they all received 
an extremely smart 
new kit to wear!

Year 9 & 10 Girls Hub Tournament
Year 9 & 10 girls did really well at a recent Manchester United 
Foundation Hub tournament coming third overall. They won 5 
games, drew 2 and lost one with MEA student Jennifer in Year 
10 winning ‘goal of the tournament’. Fantastic work girls!

Eight MEA students were flag bearers at the MUFC v Benfica game. 
It was a magnificent occasion and their behaviour was exemplary. The students were Declan, Jake, 
Harley, Alisha, Leah, Alfie, Walker and Milly.
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‘Vision and determination are outstanding’ – Ofsted 2015
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