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MEA’s Sixth Form provides 
excellent Level 3 post-
16 provision on a caring, 
human scale. We offer more 
than just excellent courses, 
but concentrate as well on 
providing a range of amazing 
opportunities.
I have witnessed first-hand many incredible 
success stories with students progressing onto 
a wide range of university courses and careers 
in different sectors. There have also been great 
achievements amongst students who gained 
excellent apprenticeships with local employers. 
We have a superb success rate of ensuring that 
our students move onto positive destinations 
once they have completed their studies within 
the Sixth Form.

The links that MEA Sixth Form has within the 
local community is a key factor in making sure 
that students gain the most complete post-16 
experience. Students regularly gain incredible 
work experience placements and enrichment 
opportunities. These have seen students develop 
mature life skills enabling them to progress into 
career paths that will benefit them for many years 
to come.

MEA Sixth Form has a superb team of spirited, 
supportive and committed staff who endeavour 
to make sure that all students go onto achieve 
personal and academic success. It is this 
understanding which creates an environment 
where students feel secure in their ability to make 
the next steps in their careers. 

I look forward to seeing many of you benefit from 
the MEA Sixth Form experience and wish you all 
the very best for the year ahead.

PRINCIPAL’S WELCOME 

Principal

David Bell
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MEA Sixth Form has a bespoke 
aspirational provision which 
meets the needs of post-16 
students and prepares them for 
a fantastic future. It supports 
students who wish to go to 
university as well as those who 
want to enter employment.

Excellent links with employers
MEA Sixth Form has excellent links with 
employers within the local area. Many of these 
links are established through work experience 
opportunities and a high-quality mentoring 
scheme.

Mentoring
All students in MEA Sixth Form have the 
opportunity to access a business mentor who 
provides support throughout their post-16 
education. The benefits of this kind of support 
are unlimited - it can be around their studies, 
applications, looking at future career pathways or 
generally improving confidence and life skills.

Destinations
MEA Sixth Form has an excellent record of 
ensuring positive destinations for students once 
they have completed their studies with us. 
This has recently included students taking up 
business management, logistics and joinery 
apprenticeships within local organisations.

It has also seen a number of students go on 
to study at universities such as Manchester 
Metropolitan University, Edge Hill, Leeds 
Beckett University, Liverpool Hope, and the 
University of Central Lancashire. The courses 
studied at these universities have included, 
PR and Marketing, Psychology, Sport 
Management, Criminology and Law, Forensic 
Psychology, Early Years and Childhood 
Studies, and Tourism Management.   

Students who have progressed to university after 
studying at MEA Sixth Form have also benefited 
from a £1000 bursary payment provided by our 
Trust Partner, Wythenshawe Community Housing 
Group.

WHY CHOOSE US?

Throughout 
the last year,
I have gained 
confidence

and have improved
my communication 

skills.

Catarina

Catarina’s mentor - “The idea that 
I can help a young person at such 
a pivotal stage in their life through 

mentoring is very rewarding. It’s 
something I wish I had benefited 

from in that stage of my life”.

Sixth Form students receiving their bursaries from the 
Chair of Wythenshawe Community Housing Group,  
The Bishop of Manchester
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Enrichment
Through our links with Manchester United 
Foundation we are able to offer amazing sport- 
based enrichment activities which involve weekly 
training sessions with high quality coaches, along 
with competitive matches. 

We are also able to offer exciting hair and 
beauty based enrichment activities, which allow 
students to develop their skills and crafts within a 
professional standard salon.

Students are able to develop their skills 
outside of the classroom by taking part in 
other enrichment activities such as mentoring, 
supervisory duties, volunteer projects and charity 
events, training and coaching sessions, and 
work experience placements.

Sense of community
The MEA Sixth Form has a strong sense of 
community and is a friendly and inviting place 
to study. In addition to the excellent facilities 
of the main school the Sixth Form common 
room facilities are superb for both working 
and socialising. Each year the student council 
organises social events at a range of venues 
including The Hilton Hotel. 

Course Options
The major course options of Sport, Health 
& Social Care & Business Marketing, which 
follow on pages 6-8, are all 2 A-level equivalent 
qualifications. Alongside the major course 
choice, students study the 1 A-level equivalent 
Enterprise and Entrepreneurship qualification 
shown on page 9. This mix of courses ensures 
that students are able to gain the required UCAS 
points in order to progress to university, whilst 
also enabling the development of skills necessary 
to thrive within employment.
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SPORT - FITNESS SERVICES

PEARSON BTEC LEVEL 3   
NATIONAL DIPLOMA
What does the    
course involve?
The course involves 10 units that range in 
topics from fitness testing and sports leadership 
to injury management. 2 of the 10 units are 
externally assessed exams which are mandatory 
units and have to be passed in order to pass 
the course. Lessons are split between practical 
sessions and theory lessons. The course also 
has weekly visits to coach at a local primary 
school and elite football coaching sessions 
with various Manchester United FC coaches, 
including the club’s chief scout Marcel Bout.

Entry requirements
• GCSE or equivalent Level 2 Pass in PE/Sport 
•  Grade 4 or above in 5 GCSEs    
 including English and Maths 

Why take this course    
at MEA Sixth Form?
MEA are able to provide links with Manchester 
United FC, which enable a deeper insight into 
the world of football and elite development. We 
are also able to provide many coaching and 
leadership opportunities with our partner primary 
schools and our excellent PE department. 
 

What can this course   
lead to in the future?
This course can help students progress into an 
industry job like sports coaching, alternatively it 
can be used to access university and ultimately a 
skilled occupation, for example a Physiotherapist 
or PE teacher. 
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HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE

PEARSON BTEC LEVEL 3   
NATIONAL DIPLOMA
What does the    
course involve?
You will study a mixture of coursework and exam 
based units throughout the two year course. 
You will also complete an externally assessed 
research project based on a contemporary issue 
in the sector. You will study a number of different 
units including Human Lifespan Development 
where you will learn the physical, intellectual, 
emotional and social development across 
the human lifespan and the factors affecting 
development and the effects of ageing. You will 
also explore what it is like to work in the health 
and social care sector, including the role and 
responsibilities of workers and organisations.

Entry requirements
• Minimum of five GCSE grades 9-4 (or A*-C)  
 including either English or Maths 

Why take this course    
at MEA Sixth Form?
Our experienced staff have a vast knowledge of 
the sector.  We have well established links with 
local Health & Social Care services and offer 
appropriate placements in the world of work.
 

What can this course   
lead to in the future?
On completion of your BTEC Level 3 National 
Diploma in Health and Social Care you could 
advance onto a HNC or HDP in Health and 
Social Care. You could also study a BA (Hons) 
degree in the subject or a degree in areas such 
as nursing, childcare and social work. There are 
also a number of careers available in health, care 
and well-being such as health care assistants 
and support workers. 
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BUSINESS MARKETING

AQA LEVEL 3 TECHNICAL  
IN BUSINESS MARKETING
What does the    
course involve?
The course is split into 8 units of which 3 are 
externally assessed. The course units cover a 
wide range of marketing concepts including 
marketing principles, competitive businesses and 
digital marketing. There is a mix of individual and 
group work and the course will involve a wide 
range of employer engagement to demonstrate 
how marketing is used within the working world.

Entry requirements
• Grade 4 or above in 5 GCSEs    
 including English and Maths
•  An interest in the subject area and    
   relevant career paths.

Why take this course    
at MEA Sixth Form?
MEA have excellent links to local businesses 
and Trust Partners including Manchester 
Airport. These links will facilitate opportunities to 
develop your marketing skills and knowledge in 
successful and exciting workplace environments. 
The department has an excellent academic track 
record and provides excellent support structures. 
 

What can this course   
lead to in the future?
This course can allow you to move into some 
exciting career areas such as retail marketing, 
advertising and sales, digital and social media 
marketing, merchandising and public relations. 
Combined with your other qualifications it allows 
progression onto further study and university. 
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ENTERPRISE & ENTREPRENEURSHIP

PEARSON BTEC    
LEVEL 3 NATIONAL 
EXTENDED CERTIFICATE
What does the course involve?
This is a two-year course consisting of four units 
and is the equivalent to one A-level. The units will 
give you an introduction to, and understanding 
of what is involved in being an entrepreneur 
and starting your own business. There may also 
be opportunities to plan and run a short social 
enterprise activity. There is a mixture of externally 
assessed and internally assessed units in this 
programme. The four units you will cover are 
Enterprise and Entrepreneurs, Developing a 
Marketing Campaign, Personal and Business 
Finance and Social Enterprise or Enterprise and 
Intrapreneurship in Practice.

Entry requirements
• 5 GCSE’s at grade 4 and above    
 including Maths and English

Why take this course    
at MEA Sixth Form?
MEA has very strong links with our Trust Partners 
and local businesses such as Manchester 
Airport, Lloyds Banking, Manchester United 
Foundation as well as small enterprises. These 
links will provide you with opportunities to 
develop your knowledge and skills and relate 
them to real organisations. 
Throughout the course we will be working very 
closely with Manchester United Foundation who 
will provide many opportunities such as:

• Interactive workshops delivered by club staff 
on site at Old Trafford. These workshops will 
give you a behind the scenes insight into the 
business operations of the most valuable 
football club brand in the world

• Bespoke workshops which will give you the 
opportunity to meet staff from across the 
club and increase your understanding of 
marketing, finance and catering in the context 
of a football club

• Real life case studies to enhance academic 
and theoretical study e.g. marketing and 
communications, campaigns etc.

• Manchester United Foundation Kit 
• Volunteering Opportunities (V99)
• The opportunity to apply for seasonal match 

day employment (e.g. Match Day Runners, 
Match Day Welcome Team) 

 

What can this course   
lead to in the future?
This course could lead onto a number of 
different university courses including business 
management, accountancy and finance, 
marketing and branding, international business 
studies and more. The BTEC Enterprise 
and Entrepreneurship provides a route to 
employment into the many diverse areas of 
business. These could include roles in specialist 
areas such as management, marketing, finance, 
customer services or human resources in large 
organisations, or a more generic role in a small 
local business, as well as the skills to start your 
own business.



Donna Fosbrooke
(MMU - BSc Hons Early Years    
and Childhood Studies)

My MEA sixth form experience was great! I 
liked that I was able to receive more one to one 
support with my studies. The teachers were very 
supportive with my learning and offered me so 
many opportunities that I was able to put on my CV. 
Studying Health and Social Care helped me decide 
that I wanted to study Early Years and Childhood 
Studies at university as we covered a certain unit 
which struck my interest to take my learning further.

Jodi Wood
(MMU - BSc Hons Early Years    
and Childhood Studies)
MEA Sixth Form gave me the opportunity to do 
different things which helped me gain new skills. 
The work experience I did whilst being at MEA 
made me more confident. I found MEA Sixth 
Form enjoyable and comfortable, the staff were 
approachable and understanding. MEA sixth form 
has also helped me get to University because 
I met my target grade and got onto the course 
I wanted to do. I had a lot of support from the 
teachers and they guided me in the right direction. 

Sam Booth
Joinery Apprentice with WCHG
MEA Sixth form gave me the opportunity to 
experience lots of different things and gain new 
skills which helped me realise the type of job that 
I wanted to work in. The support that I received 
from teachers within my lessons, and applying for 
jobs allowed me to get the grades I needed to get 
the apprenticeship which I am now enjoying. 

Kyal Westwell
(University of Central Lancashire -   
BSc Hons Strength and Conditioning)

I found MEA Sixth Form a really helpful working 
environment. All the staff are willing to help you, 
for example an English teacher helped me with 
my CV and Personal statement even though I 
was studying sport and this was very supportive. 
There are so many opportunities offered in so 
many fields of work because of the sponsors 
and companies that the college works with. I 
really enjoyed my time at MEA Sixth Form and it 
has given me the determination to do my best at 
university so that I can complete my degree.

Sara Howell
(University of Central Lancashire -    
BSc Hons Criminology and Law)
The staff were able to help me get through Sixth 
Form after not doing well in A-Levels at college. 
This helped me achieve the best grades possible 
and enabled me to get into university. I don’t think 
I’d be at university now if I hadn’t gone back to 
MEA Sixth Form. 

Callum Shingler 
Logistics Apprentice with Cardinal Maritime
MEA Sixth Form gave me every opportunity I 
needed to succeed. The staff pushed me with 
good intentions and supported me in getting onto 
my apprenticeship. 
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Sixth Form Manager 
Mr Thornton
E: s.thornton@meacad.org.uk
T: 0161 499 2726 

11

CONTACT US

How to apply
If you wish to apply to MEA’s Sixth Form please obtain an application form from:
• Mr Thornton - Sixth Form Manager
• Ms Neary - Year 11 Leader of Character & Culture
• Ms Smith - Year 11 Character & Culture Manager
 
Alternatively you can download an application form from the Sixth Form section of the MEA website
www.manchesterenterpriseacademy.org.uk
 

Deadline for Sixth Form Applications for entry in September 2019   
is Friday 7th December 2018

Careers Lead 
Mrs Patel Director of Enterprise
T: 0161 499 2726 
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